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Week Ending Friday, September 28, 1990 


Remarks at a Fundraising Breakfast for 
Mayoral Candidate Maurice Turner 


September 24, 1990 


Thank you all very much. I am delighted 
to be here with all of you. What a magnifi- 
cent turnout in support of Chief Turner. 

I first want to say that I’m proud to be 
back, side by side, with Wally Ganzi, a tire- 
less worker for things he believes in and 
people he believes in. He is the finance 
chairman of this campaign. And I expect, 
Chief, that we agree on this and many 
other things; but we couldn’t have a better 
man in our corner than Wally Ganzi. Thank 
you. 

I want to thank Pastor Brown for his 
comments and opening prayer. Of course, I 
believe the Chief is very lucky to have such 
a distinguished lady as Florence Booker as 
his campaign chairman. I think it sends a 
wonderful signal. And to Harry Singleton 
here, our candidate for DC Delegate, my 
very best wishes to you. Best of luck in the 
race coming up. And to Julie Finley, the 
same—running hard for a seat on the city 
council. Julie, good luck to you. 

Chief, I bring you greetings from People 
magazine’s cover girl this week, Barbara 
Bush. [Laughter] She’d have been here in 
an instant, but she’s getting ready to head 
up to New York. But she sends her love and 
her warm, best wishes. And she is with you 
all the way, too. 

I wanted to come over here today and 
tell you that for me—and I go back with the 
Chief some time—it is a distinct pleasure to 
be with you to join in supporting a candi- 
date who can do so much for the District of 
Columbia; and he is my friend, the Chief, 
Maurice Turner. We’re here this morning 
to show our support for a man who has 
given all his adult life to a particular phase, 
a very important one, of public service: as a 
proud member of the United States Ma- 
rines, as a 32-year veteran who worked his 
way up through the ranks of the DC police 
force to serve 8 years as chief of police. And 


now he’s going to be the next Mayor of 
Washington, DC. 

You heard what he said about the pre- 
cincts, and that’s the truth: He’s been out 
on the streets of Washington, walking the 
beat, if you will, speaking to the people of 
this city, and listening to them talk about 
the kind of leadership that they’re looking 
for. He tells me that since April he’s walked 
about half the city, from Anacostia to Wis- 
consin Avenue, and in the process, he’s lost 
35 pounds. [Laughter] But he’s gained the 
fighting edge that he needs to boost this 
underdog over the top and into the Mayor’s 
office. He'll do anything to get this job done 
in terms of hard work. 

I'd like to ask the voters here to listen to 
the cops that he’s worked with—those that 
are protecting us every single day—the 
neighbors who know him, those who know 
his family. They call him tough, honest, con- 
cerned, committed, competent. Well, come 
November 6th, that’s just one thing more 
I’d like to call him, and that is Mayor. 

Maurice has been a fighter from the early 
days back on Girard Street—a boy his 
father nicknamed “Little Joe Louis,” whose 
friends and family still call him Joe today. 
And just like Joe Louis, he’s got a strong 
message for the criminals who create a cli- 
mate of fear and the drug dealers who prey 
on our kids: You can run, but you cannot 
hide. That’s his message, and that’s one we 
need to hear over and over again. 

No one’s tougher on crime and drugs. 
Then, on the other hand, no one is more 
concerned about our children—their safety 
and their schools. And no one’s more dead 
set on getting the deadwood out of city 
government and providing leadership to 
help heal Washington, to help this city hope 
again. 

You know, Maurice Turner knows what it 
is to take pride in being a citizen of our 
Nation’s Capital. He knows how much it 
hurts to see a city pulled down—from the 
plague of crime and crack on the streets 
right up to the crisis of confidence that 
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grips the District Building. That’s why it is 
time for a change: time to put Chief Turner 
in charge of the whole city. 

Maurice Turner knows this city inside 
out, not just the Washington of monuments 
and marble, not the cruel Washington the 
world sees on the 6 o’clock news, but the 
Washington of neighborhoods, of communi- 
ties, of churches, of solid citizens and strong 
values—a Washington full of life and hope 
and opportunity for everyone who calls this 
city home. That’s the Washington that Mau- 
rice Turner comes from, and it’s the Wash- 
ington he’ll fight to keep alive and flourish- 
ing. So, I ask every one of you to keep 
working hard for him, and I ask hard-work- 
ing Washingtonians to give him your vote. 
Help Maurice Turner turn this city around. 

One thing more, a message to all Wash- 
ingtonians as you get ready to go to the 
polls on Novermber 6th: This past year, ev- 
erywhere from streets and squares of East- 
ern Europe now to the sands of Saudi 
Arabia, we’ve learned a powerful lesson 
about the risks people are willing to take to 
win freedom and keep it. I urge every citi- 
zen in the District of Columbia to get out 
and vote. Do not take democracy for grant- 
ed. Go to the polls and exercise your pre- 
cious right and vote for the candidate of 
your choice. If you take a little advice from 
all of us here today, vote for Maurice 
Turner. He’s going to get the job done. 

I know these are very trying times for 
our country. They’re trying times interna- 
tionally. They’re trying times certainly on 
the many domestic fronts that come togeth- 
er to represent the entirety of the United 
States of America. I mentioned this out 
campaigning the other day across the coun- 
try. I am proud that the country has come 
together in the spirit of former Senator 
Vandenberg, certainly when it comes to 
support for what we are trying to do in 
rolling back aggression in the Middle East. 
The country is united, transcending political 
ideology, liberal or conservative; transcend- 
ing party, Republican, Democrat, or even 
independent—everybody pulling together. 
But we must not neglect the domestic 
agenda. We’re coming up into an election 
cycle. I think it is beholden on those who 
hold office to get out and say what they 
think. 


1428 


So, when Maurice Turner invited me to 
come here today, I accepted before he 
could change his mind—{laughter|—be- 


cause I want to see this good, decent, hon- 
orable man the next Mayor of Washington, 
DC. Thank you all for what you’re doing to 
support him. Good luck, and God bless you 
all. 


Note: The President spoke at 8:26 a.m. in 
the Grand Ballroom at the Mayflower 
Hotel. 


Remarks Following Discussions With 
President F.W. de Klerk of South 
Africa 


September 24, 1990 


President Bush. To our friends from 
South Africa, once again, welcome to the 
White House. We’ve just come from an ex- 
traordinarily useful meeting. President de 
Klerk and I have conversed on the phone 
several times in the past, but it was a great 
pleasure to hold this face-to-face meeting 
with the first South African leader to visit 
the United States in more than 40 years. 

President de Klerk described for me in 
detail what he is trying to accomplish in 
South Africa: the process of ending apart- 
heid and negotiating a new political reality 
for all. We talked of this very promising, 
sometimes difficult situation, especially the 
recent violence. And I think all Americans 
recognize that President de Klerk is coura- 
geously trying to change things. After all, 
we have seen in other parts of the world 
the culture of political violence overwhelm 
the culture of dialog, and this must not 
happen to South Africa. The Government 
has a special responsibility to maintain 
order, but all political parties and groups 
have a special responsibility to support the 
process of peaceful transition. 

One thing is apparent in this process of 
change: The move away from apartheid 
toward a new political reality is indeed irre- 
versible. And much has already happened. 
Leading political figures, including Nelson 
Mandela [African National Congress leader], 
have been released from prison. The Gov- 
ernment and the ANC, the African National 
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Congress, have reached an agreement on a 
plan for the release of the remaining politi- 
cal prisoners. Political organizations banned 
for years are now free to conduct peaceful 
political activities, and restraints on the 
media have largely been removed. A frame- 
work has been agreed to between the ANC 
and the Government to lead to negotiations 
over the political future of the country. 
Other groups are invited to join in. Except 
for the beleaguered Natal, the nationwide 
state of emergency has been lifted through 
the country. 

Who among us only a year ago would 
have anticipated these remarkable develop- 
ments? Clearly, the time has come to en- 
courage and assist the emerging new South 
Africa. The United States clearly endorses 
the principle of constitutional democratic 
government in South Africa, and I’m here 
to tell you that I have enormous respect for 
what President de Klerk and Nelson Man- 
dela are trying to achieve together in pur- 
suit of this principle. And it is not simply 
this President. I believe, sir, it’s the entire 
American people that feel that way. 

South Africa needs a constitutional system 
based on regular and free elections with 
universal suffrage, a civil society where au- 
thority is responsible in every sense of the 
word. South Africa needs an unvarying re- 
spect for human rights and equal opportuni- 
ty for all its citizens. And we also would like 
to see an economic system that’s based on 
freedom and_ individual initiative and 
market forces. We believe that only a socie- 
ty that opens equal opportunity to all can 
remedy the social and economic depriva- 
tions inflicted on so many people for so 
many years by apartheid. And President de 
Klerk agrees with this principle of equal 
opportunity for all. 

And it is in such a context that the issue 
of sanctions often arises. Although our 
meetings today were not about sanctions, 
obviously, we discussed it; the topic did 
come up. And let me just say a quick word. 
As I stated, we believe the process of 
change in South Africa is irreversible, a fact 
that we'll bear squarely in mind as we con- 
sider specific issues in the future. Our goal 
must be to support the process of change, 
and of course, I will consult fully with the 
Congress on these issues. And as you know, 
all the conditions set in our legislation have 


not yet been made, in spite of the dramatic 
progress that we salute here today. But let 
me emphasize that these conditions are 
clear-cut and are not open to reinterpreta- 
tion, and I do not believe in moving the 
goalposts. 

Finally, we will be in touch with our tra- 
ditional allies in Western Europe and else- 
where on what we can do to help build 
democracy in South Africa. It is only in this 
way that South Africa can again be fully 
accepted into the wider international com- 
munity. 

Apartheid has long hindered South Africa 
from within, depriving it of the talent and 
very dreams of millions of men and women. 
Little wonder then that the end of apart- 
heid holds the promise of unleashing the 
creative energies of the restless millions, 
and that’s why the end of apartheid can 
really mean the beginning of a greater 
South Africa. 

Mr. President, if you’re successful in this 
effort, South Africa around the world will 
become a beloved country not for one 
people but for all. And for that—your ef- 
forts, your courage—you leave with our 
gratitude, our appreciation, and a hearty 
Godspeed. Good luck to you, sir, in this 
wonderful endeavor. We’re pleased you’re 
here, very pleased, indeed. 

President de Klerk. Mr. President, ladies 
and gentlemen, may I, at the outset, also 
say publicly how appreciative we are of the 
very kind reception which we have had 
here in the United States of America. For 
us it is, indeed, an historical occasion for me 
to be the first State President ever to visit 
the shores of America from South Africa. 

From the moment we set foot here, 
we’ve been overwhelmed with friendliness. 
And in particular, Mr. President, I want to 
thank you for the very frank, very open, 
and very fruitful discussions which we were 
able to have today for over 2 hours. 

I want to say, Mr. President, that from 
the people of South Africa I bring a mes- 
sage, a message of recognition for the awe- 
some responsibility which rests upon your 
shoulders in the handling of the very diffi- 
cult situation in the Gulf. We admire you 
for the strong leadership which you have 
shown, and South Africa has fully identified 
itself with that leadership. You can count on 
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us, as we have publicly stated, to support 
the steps you have taken to assure that de- 
mocracy, and that the political process of 
dialog and the political process of keeping 
all channels open will also be maintained in 
that part of the world. We will support you, 
sir, in the very definite steps you have 
taken to assure that the unacceptable form 
of aggression which manifested itself there 
will be withstood; and South Africa will play 
its part in that regard. We wish you well in 
handling this awesome and tremendous re- 
sponsibility. 

Mr. President, I want to thank you for the 
acknowledgment of the new reality which 
exists in South Africa. There is, indeed, as 
you have stated, sir, a new reality; and the 
process in South Africa is indeed an irre- 
versible one. There will be negotiations, 
and from those negotiations there will come 
about a new constitutional situation, a new 
constitution which will offer full political 
rights within the framework of internation- 
ally acceptable definitions of what democra- 
cy really is. 

There will be a vote of equal value to all 
South Africans. There will be effective pro- 
tection of the very values which you in the 
United States of America hold so dearly: 
values such as an independent judiciary; 
such as effective protection of the rights of 
the individual in the form of a bill of rights, 
of checks and balances to prevent the abuse 
of majority power to the detriment or sup- 
pression of minorities and smaller commu- 
nities. There will be, in South Africa, the 
protection of fundamental values with 
regard to the assurance of an economic 
system which will create sufficient growth 
to meet the tremendous challenges which 
we face in the field of addressing the prob- 
lems of poverty and illiteracy and housing 
and urbanization. 

There will be in South Africa—the proc- 
ess is irreversible—through negotiation a 
new constitutional and economic dispensa- 
tion which will offer equal opportunities 
and full democratic rights to all its people. 
In that sense of the word, the international 
community can rely on us. We will not turn 
back. The fact, sir, that you have today 
given recognition to this fact will serve as 
inspiration to us. We stand on the threshold 
of a tremendously exciting period in the 
history of our country. We are adamant to 
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use the window of opportunity which histo- 
ry has given us to assure that we will bring 
about a new and just South Africa. 

In that process, the Government of South 
Africa won’t be acting unilaterally. Our goal 
is to bring about this fundamental change, 
to bring about this new and just South 
Africa on the basis of building and achiev- 
ing a broad consensus between all the lead- 
ers with proven constituencies, whether 
they be large or small, in South Africa. 

We are making headway with that. There 
are some stumbling blocks in the way. We 
have a problem of volatility to deal with 
which sometimes erupts into violent situa- 
tions which are totally unacceptable. We’ve 
taken steps in an impartial manner, through 
the use of our security forces, curbed the 
violence. We are as anxious as you are, sir, 
that we should move as soon as possible to a 
situation where also in the province of 
Natal the state of emergency can be lifted 
and where the political process in South 
Africa can be fully normalized. We’ve al- 
ready taken great steps in that direction. 

I view, Mr. President, today as an impor- 
tant moment where real progress has been 
attained in normalizing our country’s situa- 
tion with regard to the international com- 
munity. You, sir—as leader of the strongest 
country in the world, economically speak- 
ing and militarily speaking—your acknowl- 
edgment of the progress which we have 
made and your encouragement with regard 
to the progress which we are committed to 
make in the future is, for us, extremely im- 
portant. 

I thank you for the warm reception. And 
I look beyond the immediate problems and 
the historical problems, forward also to the 
day when South Africa, the new South 
Africa, with a new constitution and a new 
government, will, together with the United 
States of America and other important 
powers—being one of the strongest regional 
powers in the Southern Hemisphere, being 
the hope of the rebuilding of prosperity and 
opportunity for almost the whole continent 
of Africa—where South Africa will, by 
taking hands as we are now already doing 
with you and with others, will play a con- 
structive role in ensuring stability on the 
globe, in ensuring that the vision which we 
share with you of peace between all coun- 
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tries—where we can make a contribution to 
ensure that that vision will also become re- 
ality. 

We wish you, sir, and the American 
people everything of the best. We invite 
you to play the constructive role which you 
have spelled out here today. South Africa is 
going to overcome its problems. South 
Africa will become once again a proud 
member of the international community. 
And South Africa will be a trustworthy 
friend of the United States of America in 
maintaining the very values on which your 
system is built. 

My country, ladies and gentlemen, today 
finds itself in step, in step with the basic 
value systems of this great country, the 
United States of America. And we say to 
you, sir, thank you for a kind reception. 
Everything of the best in your endeavors to 
assure global peace. You will not find South 
Africa lacking in support when you need it. 


Note: President Bush spoke at 1:30 p.m. at 
the South Portico of the White House. Prior 
to their remarks, the two Presidents met pri- 
vately in the Oval Office and with U.S. and 


South African officials in the Cabinet 
Room, and then attended a luncheon in the 
Old Family Dining Room. 


Proclamation 6185—National School 
Lunch Week, 1990 


September 24, 1990 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Established less than half a century ago, 
the National School Lunch Program has 
become the mainstay of the United States’ 
Child Nutrition programs. The National 
School Lunch Act of 1946 underscored the 
depth of our concern for our youngest and 
most vulnerable citizens. It also declared it 
to be our policy “as a measure of national 
security, to safeguard the health and well- 
being of the Nation’s children and to en- 
courage the domestic consumption of nutri- 
tious agricultural commodities and other 
food.” 


When he signed the National School 
Lunch Act on June 4, 1946, President 
Truman observed that, “in the long view, 
no nation is any healthier than its children 
or more prosperous than its farmers.” By 
promoting good nutrition among our Na- 
tion’s schoolchildren, as well as the pur- 
chase and distribution of U.S. agricultural 
products, the National School Lunch Act 
has benefitted not only America’s youth and 
farmers but also the entire country. 

Since its enactment, the National School 
Lunch Program has been expanded to in- 
clude the School Breakfast Program. Legis- 
lation has also been enacted to provide free 
meals to children from families with very 
low incomes. Today the National School 
Lunch Program serves appetizing and nu- 
tritious meals to more than 23 million chil- 
dren in over 91,000 schools. Recognizing 
the importance of a good breakfast to learn- 
ing, nearly half of these institutions also par- 
ticipate in the School Breakfast Program 
and provide nutritious morning meals to 
nearly 4 million children each day. Over 80 
percent of these children receive breakfast 
without charge because they are from fami- 
lies with low incomes. 

The School Breakfast and National School 
Lunch Programs not only encourage par- 
ticipating students to develop healthy 
eating habits, but also help to ensure that 
children come to class ready and able to 
learn. By providing the Nation’s schoolchil- 
dren with nutritious meals, these valuable 
programs help to ensure that they have the 
energy, stamina, and good health needed to 
remain eager and attentive students. In so 
doing, these programs strengthen the edu- 
cational process. 

During National School Lunch Week, we 
pay due recognition to the many concerned 
Americans who devote their time and skill 
to providing children around the country 
with good nutrition at school. These individ- 
uals include Federal and State officials, food 
service professionals, school administrators, 
teachers, parents, local civic leaders, and 
many volunteers. Their generous coopera- 
tive efforts are a wonderful example of a 
successful partnership among Federal and | 
State governments and local communities. 

By joint resolution approved October 9, 
1962 (Public Law 87-780), the Congress 
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designated the week beginning on the 
second Sunday of October in each year as 
“National School Lunch Week” and re- 
quested the President to issue a proclama- 
tion in observance of that week. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the week beginning Octo- 
ber 14, 1990, as National School Lunch 
Week. I call upon all Americans to recog- 
nize those dedicated and hardworking indi- 
viduals who contribute to the success of the 
School Lunch Program. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-fourth day of Septem- 
ber, in the year of our Lord nineteen hun- 
dred and ninety, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two 
hundred and fifteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of Federal Register, 
4:23 p.m., September 24, 1990] 


Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session at a White House Briefing for 
Representatives of the Arab-American 
Community 


September 24, 1990 


The President. Welcome to the White 
House. Thank you very, very much. First, 
let me thank Richard and Paul. I’ve been 
doing a little homework listening—hey, 
Bill—listening to your questions and saying, 
thank God I don’t have to answer any of 
them, because I’m—{laughter|—but I’m 
here to just make a few comments. And I 
want to start by thanking both the gentle- 
men that are behind me here, and those 
with whom they work—in Richard’s case, 
Brent Scowcroft; in Paul’s case, Secretary 
Cheney—and all the team that we have. 
But these two individuals have worked 
night and day during this series of events 
that are called on the evening news, and 
properly so, the Gulf crisis. So, to both of 
you, my sincere thanks. And this one over, 
too, here that some of you know, John 
Sununu. He’s been concentrating a lot on 
trying to do something about the budget 
deficit, and the same time being at my side 
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as we cope with the problems in the Gulf. 
So, all three have been extraordinarily busy, 
as I know you have. But I want to welcome 
you to the White House—a pleasure to see 
so many distinguished leaders of the Arab- 
American community here. 

I’m told that Congressman Nick Rahall is 
here. Nick, where are you? Oops, way back 
there—modestly sitting in the back. I don’t 
understand that, but he ought to be in the 
front row because he’s of good conscience 
and he helps me understand the heartbeat 
in some of these Arab communities, and 
certainly in the Arab-American community. 
And I’m grateful to him that he took the 
time to be with us today. 

I’m going to keep my remarks brief be- 
cause in the words of the famous Arab- 
American poet, Kahlil Gibran, “We shall 
never understand one another until we 
reduce the language to seven words.” Well, 
I’ve got a few more than seven words, so 
please indulge me. But I won’t keep you 
too long. 

I am honored that you could be with us 
to discuss the vital issue of our collective 
security, both abroad and at home. And I 
understand that you’ve had a good briefing. 
I heard a couple, and I don’t know whether 
you’ve had others as well, but those were 
good on the situation in the Gulf. I’ve never 
seen an issue, certainly since I’ve been 
President, that just pervaded the thoughts 
of everybody in our country. You, more 
than most, I think, understand what’s at 
stake here. And our action in the Gulf is not 
about religion, nor is it about greed or cul- 
ture or imperialist ambitions, as Saddam 
Hussein [President of Iraq] would have the 
world believe. Our action in the Gulf is 
about our determination to stand up with 
other nations against aggression, and to pre- 
serve the sovereignty of nations. It is about 
keeping our word and standing by our 
friends. It is about our vital national securi- 
ty interests and ensuring peace and stability 
in the world. So, to sum it up: It is about 
principle. 

Our objectives remain clear: Iraq must 
withdraw from Kuwait completely, immedi- 
ately, and without condition; Kuwait’s legiti- 
mate government must be restored; the se- 
curity and stability of the Persian Gulf as- 
sured; and American citizens abroad must 
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be protected. And finally, a fifth objective 
can emerge from these: a new world order 
in which the nations of the world, East and 
West, North and South, can prosper and 
live together. 

The extent of world cooperation in con- 
demning Saddam Hussein is literally un- 
precedented. The concept of burden shar- 
ing is gaining acceptance with our allies and 
with our friends—-from Britain and France 
to Germany, Japan, and the Arab world— 
contributing troops and supplies and eco- 
nomic assistance to those countries affected 
by the economic blockade. In fact, since 
Saddam Hussein’s unprovoked attack on 
Kuwait, more than 20 countries have an- 
swered the call for help from the Gulf na- 
tions to provide defensive assistance against 
Iraq. And indeed, Iraq stands alone against 
the world community. Over and over again, 
Saddam Hussein has attempted to make this 
the Arab world against the United States. 
You’ve heard it over and over and over 
again. And that lie is not going to be per- 
petuated. It simply is not true. We are 
joined with many others around the world. 
Iraq stands alone against the world commu- 
nity. The United Nations Security Council 
has strongly condemned Saddam Hussein’s 
actions no less than seven times. Active con- 
sideration going on for another resolution 
right now. United against aggression, the 
world community is working to resolve the 
crisis peacefully. 

We must also resist his attempt—Saddam 
Hussein’s attempt—to link the Iraqi inva- 
sion with other conflicts. There are other 
regional conflicts, and they’re serious, and 
they’ve got to be solved. And we’ve got to 
do our level best to be catalysts for the 
solution. But we are going to resist his at- 
tempts to justify what he did based on 
other regional concerns. So, I think these 
are merely, on his part, an effort to create 
additional pretexts so that he can stay in 
Kuwait. And I'll guarantee I’m not going to 
be distracted by this. Once the Gulf crisis is 
on its way to resolution, of course, we want 
to go forward with the peace process. And 
our position is clear and consistent, call- 
ing—I heard your questions and I under- 
stand where you’re coming from. And I 
agree with much of what I thought was 
being said here. Certainly agree with what 
our people here have told you. But our po- 


sition is clear, calling for negotiations based 
on these two resolutions. And these negotia- 
tions have got to involve territory for peace, 
security, recognition for Israel, and legiti- 
mate political :ights for the Palestinians. 

As I said before, we have no quarrel with 
the people of Iraq either. Our mission is to 
oppose the invasion ordered by Saddam 
Hussein. As you well know, love of justice 
and respect and dignity are principles as 
deeply embedded in the Arab tradition as 
they are in the whole Western tradition. No 
question about that. And these are qualities 
embodied in the 2% million Americans of 
Arab descent, with origins from Morocco to 
the Arabian Peninsula. Just like so many 
who have come to America, Arab immi- 
grants pursued new beginnings. And they 
came in search of freedom and justice and 
equality. Unfortunately, today—I’m glad the 
media are here because I want this message 
to go out beyond this room—today some 
Americans are the victims of appalling acts 
of hatred. And this is a sad irony that while 
our brave soldiers fight aggression overseas, 
a few hatemongers here at home are perpe- 
trating their own brand of cowardly aggres- 
sion. Death threats, physical attacks, vandal- 
ism, religious violence, and discrimination 
against Arab-Americans must end. 

These hate crimes have no place in a free 
society and we’re not going to stand for 
them. I’ve been appalled by reports from 
some of you, friends of mine, here in this 
room—by reports of discrimination against 
Arab-Americans. And I condemn such acts, 
and I will continue to condemn them. This 
administration has supported enactment of 
the hate crimes legislation because bigotry 
and hate still do exist in this country. And 
hate breeds violence, threatening the secu- 
rity of our entire society. As I said when I 
signed the bill, all Americans must join to- 
gether to rid our communities of the poison 
of prejudice, bias, and discrimination. 

America is home to millions of Moslems 
who are free to live, work, and worship in 
accord with the traditions and teachings of 
Islam. Similarly, America is also home to 
the millions of Christians and Jews, also free 
to live, work, and worship. And surely the 
multinational troops—men and women of 
every religion and color—who are now on 
duty in the glare of the desert sun are an 
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example to us right here at home. They 
prove that a crisis abroad is no excuse for 
discrimination at home. As we reflect on 
our ongoing commitment in the Gulf, we 
should remember an old Arab proverb: God 
is with those who persevere. With God’s 
help, we shall persevere, and we shall pre- 
vail. And I’m very proud to have all of you 
here today. Thank you. 

I have a signing ceremony out there on 
the South Lawn at 3:30. Let me just take a 
couple of questions here to get a random 
feel of what’s on you all’s mind. [Laughter] 
Persian Gulf Crisis 

Q. I'm Dr. Mansour. I’m with the Ameri- 
can Iraqi Foundation. Mr. President, you 
are a strong and successful advocate of 
direct dialog between parties in conflict in 
crisis situations. We saw your skill in influ- 
encing President Gorbachev to abandon 
plans for economic sanctions and military 
actions against the Lithuanian people 
during their struggle for independence ear- 
lier this year. You were instrumental in 
bringing about a peaceful resolution to that 
crisis by encouraging Mr. Gorbachev to 
have direct negotiations with the Lithuani- 
an leadership. Mr. President, why don’t we 
apply this same successful strategy to the 
current conflict and have a direct dialog 
with the Iraq leadership in order to bring 
about a peaceful resolution to this crisis? 

The President. Dr. Mansour, it’s a good 
point, and I think the United States should 
always be willing to talk. But the United 
Nations has acted in concert. There can be 
no negotiation in terms of the criteria set 
down. We can’t talk about dividing up 
Kuwait, or elections not restoring the lead- 
ers, or occupying—permitting this aggres- 
sion to stand in any way. Eventually, we 
may do this. But what you've heard is reit- 
eration over and over again from this dicta- 
tor that they’ll never withdraw and all of 
that. So, I think it’s going to take a little 
time before there can be any fruitful and 
serious negotiations. Others have tried. 
You’ve seen people calling for “an Arab so- 
lution,” and that’s fine. But they have 
failed, because each time they've tried to 
do that, whether it’s King Hussein [of 
Jordan] or whether it’s [President] Salih of 
Yemen or whoever else has stepped up to 
the plate, they have struck out because of 
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this man’s insistence on remaining in 
Kuwait. So, maybe it will come about. 

I appreciate what you’ve said about the 
fact that sometimes negotiations can bring 
things forward. We want a peaceful solu- 
tion, but we don’t want to do it and under- 
mine—and I won’t do it and undermine the 
solid consensus that exists in the world. 
We're not going to yield 1 inch on those 
provisions that I spelled out, sir. 

Q. We are the foundation and we are 
ready to have our offices extend—to have a 
direct dialog between the administration 
here and the leadership in Iraq. We are 
ready to take this opportunity with your 
approval. 

The President. You’ve got my approval if 
you can succeed without giving on these 
important points. I mean, that is the thing. I 
think the Iraqi people would welcome that. 
I know the American people would wel- 
come it. I know all other 19 countries in the 
Gulf would welcome it. And I know a hun- 
dred jillion members of the United Nations 
would welcome it. But we cannot give at 
this junction. We’re not going to do that. 
Right here, and then over here. Thank you, 
Dr. Mansour. 

Q. In the name of God, I thank you very 
much that you allow me to speak, Mr. Presi- 
dent. I just want to bring four points to 
your notice. One is, as—{inaudible|—we 
condemn the aggression and annexation of 
Kuwait in no uncertain terms. And number 
two, as Moslems, we also object to Saudi 
Arabia inviting the foreign troops to our 
land. Number three is, what are you de- 
fending now? The oil interest has already 
been defended, the Saudi Arabia has al- 
ready been defended, and if you are de- 
fending to put a sultan on the throne, I 
think it is not comparable to the high ideals 
of democracy elsewhere in the world. 

In Eastern Europe you wanted democra- 
cy. We want democracy in Russia. But ac- 
cording to Random House, as of today, 60 
percent of all population enjoys the free- 
dom to elect their own governments. Only 
40 percent of the people of the world do 
not enjoy the freedom. And who are those 
2 billion people? One billion are Chinese, 
and the other billion are Moslems from Mo- 
rocco to Malaysia, because they are under 
the thumb of their monarchs and dictators 
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because they rule by their fear and fraud, 
conceit and coercion, and tyranny and 
terror. So, if they object to put the Sultan 
back to the throne, I think it is not ideal for 
a big office like the President of the United 
States. 

The President. The objective is to see that 
naked aggression does not pay off, sir. 
That’s what the objective is, and that’s why 
we are going to stay with that position and 
we're not going to permit this. Iraq is no 
model of democracy, nor was Kuwait. That 
isn’t the question here. The question is 
international law and respect for one’s 
neighbor. 

Q. What I urge you, Mr. President, is to 
have justice and equality and peace. There 
should be no double standard there. 

The President. That’s what I’m for. 

Q. There has to be a negotiated settle- 
ment 

The President. No negotiations. 
drawal totally from Kuwait. 

Q. But the Palestinians should also have a 
right—— 

The President. Yeah, two over here, and 
I’ve got to go. I’ve got a meeting out there 
on the South Lawn at 3:30. I’m going to be 
in serious trouble. Right here. Yes, sir. 

Q. Mr. President, I’m Woodward W. 
Woody, from Detroit. I have a proposal that 
will be a blessing to mankind and solve the 
Middle East problem. 

The President. Let’s 
[Laughter] We need it. 

Q. Solve the Arab-Israeli conflict tena- 
ciously by implementing pressure on both 
Israel and Iraq to relinquish their occupied 
territories in exchange for a trade and de- 
fense treaty with the United States. Then 
offer the same trade and defense treaty to 
other deserving Arab States. Since there 
would be no remaining cause for belligeren- 
cy from either side, hopefully peaceful co- 
existence may be accomplished permanent- 
ly. Israel knows that time and 150 million 
Arabs are against them. I have a letter to 
you—— 

The President. Send it over, yes. It’s got 
some interesting points. But first, we’ve got 
to take care of the situation that exists right 
now because of naked aggression, one coun- 
try against another. That cannot be permit- 
ted to stand. We have been trying to be 
involved in the other process. You know 


With- 


hear it. Quick. 


that some territory has been given up. We 
want to see [United Nations Resolution] 242 
implemented. But to permit Saddam Hus- 
sein to link these two questions and ap- 
prove of his aggression that way—I simply 
can’t do that. 

Q. Mr. President, my name is Saif Abdul- 
lah, and I’m from Kuwait. I thank you very 
much, sir. In response to this gentleman 
here, it is up to the Kuwaiti people to 
choose whether they want an amir or a 
sultan, and nobody impose anybody upon 
them. 

The President. Good statement. Thank 
you, sir. 

Last one. Listen, you guys are going to 
get me in trouble. [Laughter] One, two. 

Q. My name is Donna Nassor 

The President. Donna. 

Q. ——from the National Association of 
Arab Americans. 

The President. Yes, ma’am. 

Q. We thank you very much for inviting 
us here today and we hope—and my ques- 
tion, really is to you—will this be the first in 
a number of briefings that we will be able 
to have as Arab-Americans? Because we can 
help you, as you can help usr—— 

The President. Donna, this isn’t the first. 
Maybe for the first the organization. But I 
see people in this room that I have met 
with before. And I want to continue to do 
that. We’ve tried hard to do this. But I'd 
like to assure you that it will not be the last. 
We can argue whether it’s the first, because 
I don’t know how—but no, I think you raise 
a very good point. I meant what I said in 
these prepared remarks about what I feel in 
my heart about what some of you all are 
going through because you happen to be 
Arab Americans. It is simply not fair to 
lump the outrageous behavior of a dictator 
halfway around the world into how people 
are treated here at home. 

There are plenty of other reasons to have 
meetings with you, but that’s a good one 
right there. Sure, hand it over. Now, last 
one. Thank you. 

Q. God bless you, Mr. President. 

The President. Thank you, sir. Last word 
here. Thank you. Go ahead. 

Q. Mr. President, my name is Abraham 
Lutfi, from Los Angeles. I’m from Iraq. I 
was born in Iraq. Mr. President, I am very 
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concerned about the next President of Iraq 
who today is a child and today is cutting the 
food from him. If this young fellow is going 
to be malnourished and one day he has to 
sit down with the next President of the 
United States who will take your office, how 
he is going to deal with him? Can you 
please, from humanitarian point of view, let 
go with the food emergency? It is needed. 
And I do appreciate it. Thank you, Mr. 
President. 

The President. Absolutely. But let me tell 
you this. The United Nations—it’s a very 
important point. This is a very important 
point. It includes Kuwait, it includes Iraq, it 
includes wherever food and little kids are 
going without nourishment. But the United 
Nations has addressed itself to this. And do 
you know what the response so far has 
beenP The response has been that you 
cannot—they will not permit any kind of 
distribution supervision to see that the food 
gets to the—particularly a lot of Asians 
stranded there. I talked to one of the most 
distinguished citizens of the world who has 
devoted a lot of his life to the refugee busi- 
ness. And he’s just back, on behalf of 
[United Nations Secretary-General] Perez 
de Cuellar, from surveying the situation. 
And what he was told is that the Asians 
particularly who are suffering the most— 
I'm talking about Filipinos, I’m talking 
about Bangladeshis and Indians and 
people—they’re the ones who are hurting 
the most because of Saddam Hussein’s re- 
fusal to permit what the United Nations has 
called for. 

But look, every American, all of us here, 
must have our concerns out there for the 
women and the children and all these 
others. 1 am much less interested in feeding 
Saddam Hussein’s army at this point. But 
we want to get the food to those that need 
it. And that includes refugees that aren’t 
Iraqi citizens. They’re hurting the most. 
These were the poorest of the poor that 
had jobs there in Kuwait. And now they’re 
being thrown out with—and the message is 
coming through—well, you people in Paki- 
stan, you people in India, you people in 
Bangladesh, feed your own people. We’re 
going to take care of Iraq. 

All he has to do is agree to what the 
world has called for—international supervi- 
sion. And the United States and others 
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would stand at the ready to help. We're 
standing at the ready to help anyway. But 
this is a matter of international law now 
under the sanctions. So, he can’t violate 
that. You must use your influence, if anyone 
has any with him. 

Q. ——the American Iraqi Foundation. 
Can we supervise it? 

The President. That would be great if we 
can get that done, yes. 


Lebanon 


Q. One question about Lebanon, please. 

The President. Shoot. 

Q. Very short. [Laughter] We in the Na- 
tional Alliance of Lebanese Americans ap- 
plaud and support the lead our government 
has taken in responding to the Iraqi aggres- 
sion against Kuwait. In fact, our govern- 
ment has taken every action against Iraq 
that we have been urging should be taken 
against Syria for its similar action in Leba- 
non. Syria is now apparently allied with our 
government and others against Iraq. This 
disturbs us greatly, unless our government 
has some plan to use its newfound leverage 
on Syria to cause Hafiz Asad [President of 
Syria] to conform to the norms of civilized 
behavior that we are attempting to enforce 
against Saddam Hussein. 

This is the question: What is our plan to 
make Syria conform? And if there is no 
plan, doesn’t our alliance with Syria com- 
promise our moral position in the world- 
wide effort against Iraq? 

The President. This thing is so complex 
over there that it’s pretty hard to give you 
a definitive answer. Out of this, though, 
there could well be a new world order. And 
part of that must be the peaceful resolution 
of the division of Lebanon. I’ve been there; 
I’ve worked there years ago. And I’m old 
enough—you’re too young, but I’m old 
enough—no, you’re not too young, but she 
is—[laughter|—no, seriously, to remember 
Lebanon as the peaceful crossroad. It didn’t 
matter what was going on in the rest of the 
world; commerce survived, people got 
along one with the other, different religions 
and different ways of life all thriving there. 

We want to help on that. I’ve been frus- 
trated. One of the great frustrations of my 
job, as John Sununu can tell you from sit- 
ting there and listening to me wring my 
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hands all the time, is my inability to have 
helped bring peace to the Lebanon. And 
Syria does have a key role. And I hope out 
of this that we can use this new world 
order, if you will, that might emerge if we 
all stay together to be catalysts for peace in 
the Lebanon. That’s why I came back here, 
because you struck a chord that I really feel 
strongly about. And so, I would hope that 
that and many other things that are hap- 
pening over there would result in the solu- 
tion to these problems that have escaped us 
for so many years. Listen, I do have to go. 
And thank you all very, very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 3:11 p.m. in 
Room 450 of the Old Executive Office 
Building. In his opening remarks, he re- 
ferred to Richard N. Haass, Special Assist- 
ant to the President for National Security 
Affairs; Under Secretary of Defense Paul B. 
Wolfowitz; Brent Scowcroft, Assistant to the 
President for National Security Affairs; Sec- 
retary of Defense Richard B. Cheney; and 
John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the Presi- 
dent. 


Remarks on Signing the National 
Hispanic Heritage Month Proclamation 
and the Educational Excellence for 
Hispanic Americans Executive Order 


September 24, 1990 


Thank you all, and welcome to the White 
House Lawn on this spectacular fall day. It 
is wonderful to have Secretary Lauro Cava- 
zos standing here next to me, a man who is 
bringing purpose and dedication to one of 
the toughest and most vital jobs in our ad- 
ministration and in our country: Secretary 
of Education. And welcome also to another 
you know well, the Secretary of the Interi- 
or, Manuel Lujan, who’s doing a great job 
heading a Department which is crucial to 
both the economic growth and the beauty 
of this nation. Thank you, Manuel, for what 
you're doing. And I’d like to honor all of 
the Hispanic American appointees of my 
administration who are here with us today. 
Congratulations and my thanks to all of you 
for what you’re doing. We appreciate it 
very, very much. 


And I want to salute the Members of 
Congress who are with us today and ask 
them to stand if they would—honored—the 
delegation right over here. Thank you guys 
for being with us. Appreciate it very much. 
Chairman, thank you. 

I was going to salute our own son and his 
wife, Columba, but I don’t see them here. 
So—oops, they’re missing in action some- 
where. 

And, well, all of our special guests, and 
especially so many Hispanic leaders who 
have given me their guidance and valued 
input on so many critical issues, thank you 
for your generosity and that true, true 
friendship of your greeting here today. 
There’s one other I’ve got to single out, and 
that is my old friend Governor Don Luis 
Ferre, over here, from Puerto Rico. Stand 
up. What a guy; what a man! [Applause] 

The one in our family who gets that kind 
of reception, Luis, is our author, Millie, the 
dog. [Laughter] But I told them out there 
in California that she’s impossible to live 
with now that she’s sold so many books. I 
gave her Alpo last night and she asked to 
see the wine list up there. [Laughter] 

My friends, I’m delighted you're here. 
This is special, the chance to celebrate His- 
panic Heritage Month. You know, America 
is often called a melting pot, but that 
doesn’t mean that everyone and everything 
merge into some bland sameness. Rather, 
our country is a living tapestry. And to this 
rich identity, Hispanic Americans contrib- 
ute the bright culture and vital traditions, 
making this nation a stronger nation and a 
better nation. 

When Barbara and I were spending all of 
our time in Texas, we saw the wonderful 
Hispanic communities which gave that 
State, the vibrant State, so much of its char- 
acter. And you know, Jeb’s wife, Columba, 
many of you know, is a Hispanic American. 
Just became a citizen of our country last 
year. And we cherish the wonderful rich- 
ness that she and those grandchildren bring 
to our family. And I remember how very 
proud Barbara and I were when little 
Noelle and her mariachi group sang at the 
First Lady’s luncheon during our inaugura- 
tion. We thought we could never get them 
off stage; they went on and on and on. But 
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it was our grandkid, and we were proud of 
her. 

The Hispanic dedication to the dignity of 
life and to faith and to family and to free- 
dom is an inspiration. These are the very 
principles on which this country was found- 
ed. And they’re the ideals which have been 
interwoven into the strong, bright fabric of 
your traditions for generations. And they’re 
ideals which enrich Hispanic lives today. 

Over the past few months I’ve named 
many Hispanic individuals and groups as 
what I call the daily Points of Light, stars of 
strength and hope shining brightly in the 
American sky. And with us today are three 
of these recipients: Jesse Berain, of Boise, 
Idaho—and where is he? Right here. Jess, 
good to see you. Representative from San 
Antonio’s Project Amigos—where are you 
all? Right over here. Thank you very much. 
And the Hispanic Employees Association of 
the Pacific Gas and Electric in Fresno, Cali- 
fornia, right here. Thank you for coming all 
that way, sir. But I single these out at the 
risk of embarrassment because they are 
doing so much to help in their communi- 
ties. And that, of course, is an example to all 
of us. 

One of the most important jobs any of us 
can do in our communities is reflected in 
the theme of this year’s Hispanic Heritage 
Month: “Education Excellence—Key to Our 
Future.” “Education Excellence—Key to 
Our Future.” And you couldn’t have made 
a better nor a more timely choice. It was 
Simon Bolivar who said, “Nations move 
toward the pinnacle of their greatness in 
proportion to their education progress.” We 
must see that education is the key to our 
future, to our identity as a nation, and to 
our very soul as a people. 

Tragically, too many Hispanic Americans 
are not getting the kind of first-rate educa- 
tion they need and they deserve. And that 
must change. And we must work together. 
And we must start now. 

Within 5 years, Hispanics will make up 
more than half the high school population 
in some major cities, such as Los Angeles. 
Within 10 years, 12 percent of all school- 
age children will be Hispanic. The group’s 
median age is now 26. And in the next 
century, Hispanics will become the largest 
ethnic minority of our population. 
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And this means that youth is the key to 
the flourishing Hispanic community. Today, 
though, less than two-thirds of Hispanic 
young adults earn a high school diploma. 
We must find new strategies to boost grad- 
uation and literacy rates, strategies that 
really do get the job done, strategies that 
really work. We must figure out how to 
help these young people, how to equip 
them with the tools to enter a nation and a 
world where technology advances so rapid- 
ly that literacy and analytical and technical 
skills are not luxuries but essentials. 


We must help education to help Hispanic 
children enter the 21st century prepared to 
take their rightful place at the American 
table of opportunity. After all, yours is a 
history strong in education. In 1551, your 
Hispanic ancestors founded the first univer- 
sities in the New World, 85 years before 
Harvard. 


To ensure that Hispanic educational 
needs are met, last December I directed 
Secretary Cavazos to create this Hispanic 
Education Task Force. As a result of this 
task force’s hearings, assessment, and reflec- 
tions, I am pleased to announce that I will 
sign today the Executive order on educa- 
tional excellence for Hispanic Americans. It 
is my fervent hope that this will ensure that 
Hispanic education is the priority it must be 
and will be. 

This Executive order will create the 
President’s Advisory Commission on Educa- 
tional Excellence for Hispanic Americans. 
This group, made up of representatives of 
business, educational, and community orga- 
nizations, will advise on how to improve 
efforts for quality education for Hispanic 
Americans. The order directs the Cabinet 
Agencies to be actively involved in i: ~!ping 
to advance educational opportunities for 
Hispanic Americans working with those 
serving the Hispanic community. 

Secretary Cavazos will also join with the 
Governors from key States to develop crite- 
ria for a high school diploma for migrant 
workers, and Federal education programs 
will work to strengthen the involvement of 
parents and community groups in educa- 
tion. 

But to be effective, we must make sure 
that at-risk Hispanic American children 
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start school ready to learn. So, our Head 
Start program will intensify efforts to in- 
crease language development for preschool 
children. 

I am excited about these and the other 
efforts we at the Federal level will be un- 
dertaking to give Hispanic Americans the 
kind of first-rate education they deserve. 
It’s about time. There is much to do, and we 
must do it together. We can’t afford to wait; 
we can’t afford to waste a whole genera- 
tion. And together let’s answer the call: 
“Let tomorrow begin today.” 

And so, it is with great pride and, I want 
to say, a sense of optimism, that I proclaim 
this Hispanic Heritage Month and lift my 
pen to sign this Executive order. 

God bless you all. And thank you very 
much for being part of this significant day. 
Thank you. 


Note: The President spoke at 3:40 p.m. on 
the South Lawn of the White House. In his 
opening remarks, he referred to Representa- 
tive E. de la Garza, chairman of the House 
Agriculture Committee. 


Executive Order 12729—Educational 
Excellence for Hispanic Americans 


September 24, 1990 


By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent by the Constitution and the laws of 
the United States of America, and in order 
to advance the development of human po- 
tential, to strengthen the capacity to pro- 
vide quality education, and to increase op- 
portunities for Hispanic Americans to par- 
ticipate in and benefit from Federal pro- 
grams, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section I. There shall be established, in 
the Department of Education, the Presi- 
dent’s Advisory Commission on Educational 
Excellence for Hispanic Americans. The 
members of the Commission shall be ap- 
pointed by the President and shall report to 
the Secretary of Education. The Commis- 
sion shall comprise representatives of edu- 
cational, business, professional, and civic or- 
ganizations that are committed to improv- 


ing education, including organizations rep- 
resenting Hispanic Americans, as well as 
other persons deemed appropriate by the 
President. 


Sec. 2. The Commission shall provide 
advice to the Secretary of Education on the 
progress of Hispanic Americans toward 
achievement of national education goals 
and on such other aspects of the education- 
al status of Hispanic Americans as it consid- 
ers appropriate. 


Sec. 3. The Secretary of Education shall 
establish the White House Initiative (“Initia- 
tive”) on Educational Excellence for His- 
panic Americans. The Initiative shall be 
housed in, staffed, and supported by the 
Department of Education. The Initiative 
shall assist the Commission and the Secre- 
tary of Education in their activities to estab- 
lish linkages between the Department of 
Education, Hispanic Americans, and the 
education and business community. The Ini- 
tiative shall also assist the Secretary of Edu- 
cation in carrying out the Secretary’s re- 
sponsibilities under this order. 


Sec. 4. To the extent permitted by law, 
the Commission shall provide advice to the 
Secretary of Education as the Secretary de- 
velops and monitors Federal efforts to pro- 
mote quality education for Hispanic Ameri- 
cans. Particular emphasis shall be given to: 
enhancing parental involvement; promoting 
early childhood education; removing bar- 
riers to success in education and work, par- 
ticularly limited proficiency in the English 
language; and, helping students to achieve 
their potential at all educational levels. The 
Commission will also provide advice on 
ways to increase private sector and commu- 
nity involvement in improving education. 


Sec. 5. The Secretary of Education shall 
periodically report to the President on the 
progress achieved by Hispanic American 
students toward national education goals. 
The reports shall identify efforts of execu- 
tive departments and agencies to improve 
the quality of education for Hispanic Ameri- 
cans and shall include data available on the 
participation of Hispanic Americans in Fed- 
eral education programs. The reports shall 
also include any advice of the Commission 
and appropriate recommendations for im- 
proving Federal education programs. 
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Sec. 6. To the extent permitted by law, 
executive departments and agencies shall 
be actively involved in helping advance 
educational opportunities for Hispanic 
Americans, including working with individ- 
uals and educational, business, and commu- 
nity groups serving Hispanic Americans. Ex- 
ecutive departments and agencies, to the 
extent feasible, shall collect data on the par- 
ticipation of Hispanic Americans in Federal 
education programs. Executive departments 
and agencies, to the extent permitted by 
law, shall cooperate with the Secretary of 
Education in the preparation of the reports. 
The White House Office of National Service 
shall highlight and encourage the efforts of 
volunteers and the private sector to im- 
prove the quality of education for Hispanic 
Americans. 

Sec. 7. The Secretary of Education is di- 
rected to establish an Advisory Commission 
entitled the President’s Advisory Commis- 
sion on Fducational Excellence for Hispanic 
Americans. As provided in Section 1 of this 
order, the members of the Commission 
shall be appointed by the President. Not- 
withstanding any other executive order, the 
functions of the President under the Feder- 
al Advisory Committee Act, as amended (5 
U.S.C. App.), except that of reporting to the 
Congress, which are applicable to the Advi- 
sory Commission to be established by this 
order, shall be performed by the Secretary 
of Education, in accordance with the guide- 
lines and procedures established by the Ad- 
ministrator of General Services. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
September 24, 1990. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:14 a.m., September 25, 1990] 


Note: A fact sheet on the Executive order 
was issued by the Office of the Press Secre- 
tary on September 24. In addition to cover- 
ing the material found in the Executive 
order, the fact sheet also contained the fol- 
lowing material on Federal initiatives in- 
tended to increase parental involvement, 


improve language skills among the very 
young, and enhance opportunities in adult 
education: 


¢ The Secretary of Education will work 
with Governors from key States, enroll- 
ing large numbers of students in mi- 
grant education programs to create 
and endorse a compact that develops 
criteria for a high school diploma for 
migrant students. 


Federal education programs will 
strengthen the involvement of parents 
and community groups, emphasizing 
the responsibility of families and par- 
ents to be teachers of their children 
and advocates for their children’s edu- 
cation. 


Federal education programs will inten- 
sify efforts to increase language devel- 
opment among preschool children. 
Head Start will provide general guid- 
ance to program grantees to make 
early language efforts a priority. 


The Department of Education will 
seek to increase the emphasis on early 
education programs under the Bilin- 
gual Education Act to achieve English 
proficiency prior to school for young 
children with limited English profi- 
ciency, including immigrant children. 


Federal Departments administering 
public assistance programs will initiate 
special activities to assist low-income 
families in planning early for the later 
schooling of their children, such as pro- 
viding information on grant, loan, and 
other student assistance programs. 


The Department of Education will pro- 
mote demonstration programs of alter- 
native certification of bilingual teach- 
ers. 


The Department of Education will en- 
courage State and local education 
agencies to emphasize individualized 
instruction and dropout prevention, 
particularly to provide for the continu- 
ous progress of students in school and 
to make every effort to teach at-risk 
students in regular classroom situa- 
tions. 
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Proclamation 6186—National Hispanic 
Heritage Month, 1990 


September 24, 1990 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Each year, we pause during National His- 
panic Heritage Month to recognize the 
’ many contributions that men and women of 
Spanish and Latin American descent have 
made to our country’s history and culture. 

Journeying to the New World nearly half 
a millennium ago, Spanish conquistadors 
were among the first Europeans to explore 
and establish settlements in what is now 
US. territory. In 1513, Ponce de Leén was 
the first European to discover Florida; in 
1528, Alvar Nufiez Cabeza de Vaca became 
the first Spaniard to land on Texas soil; by 
1565—more than 25 years before British 
colonists landed at Jamestown—the Spanish 
had established a permanent settlement at 
St. Augustine. By that time, other Span- 
iards, including Franciscan missionaries, had 
begun to explore the Southwest. During the 
second half of the 18th century, the Fran- 
ciscans established a chain of missions along 
the California coast. These early mission 
sites, known as “E] Camino Real,” grew into 
the thriving cities of San Diego, Los Ange- 
les, and San Francisco. Centuries after men 
such as Coronado and Father Junipero 
Serra journeyed into the vast, uncharted 
territory of the New World, the influence of 
the Spanish colonial empire remains evi- 
dent in communities throughout the south- 
ern and western United States. 

The rich legacy we celebrate during Na- 
tional Hispanic Heritage Month is not limit- 
ed, however, to the magnificent architec- 
ture and fascinating history and folklore of 
the American Southwest. Over the years, 
Hispanic Americans have made their mark 
across the country and in virtually every 
aspect of American life. 

Time and again throughout our Nation’s 
history, Hispanic Americans—many of 
whom have come to this country in search 
of the freedom denied to them by repres- 
sive regimes in their ancestral homelands— 
have demonstrated their dedication to the 
ideals upon which the United States is 
founded. In peacetime, as well as in times 


of conflict and peril, they have faithfully 
defended the principles of freedom and 
representative government. They have 
worked for the advancement of human 
rights and democratic ideals around the 
world, and they have helped to support 
many of our neighbors in Central and South 
America and the Caribbean in their own 
struggles for liberty and self-determination. 

With faith and hard work, Hispanic 
Americans have reaped the blessings of 
freedom and opportunity, building strong 
families and proud communities and earn- 
ing positions of leadership in business, edu- 
cation, sports, science, and the arts. Hispan- 
ic Americans have also excelled in govern- 
ment, serving as councilmen, mayors, gov- 
ernors, and as members of State legisla- 
tures, the Congress, and the Cabinet. 

In December of 1989, to help ensure that 
young Hispanic Americans have ample op- 
portunities to develop and demonstrate 
their great talent and potential, I directed 
my Secretary of Education, Dr. Lauro Cava- 
zos, to form the Domestic Policy Council 
Task Force on Hispanic Education. The 
Task Force has worked to find ways to im- 
prove Federal education programs that 
serve Hispanic Americans. By enhancing 
the educational opportunities available to 
Americans of Spanish and Latin American 
descent, we can help to promote their con- 
tinued social and economic advancement. 

In recognition of the outstanding achieve- 
ments of Hispanic Americans, the Congress, 
by Joint Resolution approved September 17, 
1968, as amended by Public Law 100-402, 
has authorized and requested the President 
to issue annually a proclamation designating 
the month beginning September 15 and 
ending October 15 as “National Hispanic 
Heritage Month.” 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the month beginning Sep- 
tember 15, 1990, and ending October 15, 
1990, as National Hispanic Heritage Month. 
I call upon the people of the United States 
to observe this month with appropriate pro- 
grams, ceremonies, and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-fourth day of Septem- 
ber, in the year of our Lord nineteen hun- 
dred and ninety, and of the Independence 
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of the United States of America the two 
hundred and fifteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:15 a.m., September 25, 1990) 


Nomination of Robert A. Flaten To Be 
United States Ambassador to Rwanda 
September 24, 1990 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Robert A. Flaten, of Min- 
nesota, a career member of the Senior For- 
eign Service, Class of Minister-Counselor, as 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipoten- 
tiary of the United States of America to the 
Republic of Rwanda. He would succeed 
Leonard H.O. Spearman, Sr. 

Currently Mr. Flaten serves as the Direc- 
tor of the Office of Pakistan, Afghanistan, 
and Bangladesh Affairs at the Department 
of State of Washington, DC. Prior to this, he 
served as Deputy Chief of Mission at the 
U.S. Embassy in Tel Aviv, Israel, 1982- 
1986; Director of the Office of North Afri- 
can Affairs; and Deputy Assistant Secretary 
in the Bureau of Congressional Relations at 
the Department of State. In addition, Mr. 
Flaten has served in France, Pakistan, and 
Israel; and as a Foreign Service inspector 
and a legislative management officer at the 
Department of State. 

Mr. Flaten received a bachelor of arts 
degree from St. Olaf College and a master’s 
degree from George Washington Universi- 
ty. He was born May 21, 1934, in Minne- 
apolis, MN. Mr. Flaten served in the USS. 
Air Force, 1956-1959. He is married, has 
four children, and resides in Arlington, VA. 


Remarks on Signing the Message to the 
Senate Transmitting the Treaty on the 
Reunification of Germany 


September 25, 1990 


Mr. Ambassador, welcome to the White 
House, once again, sir. And, Secretary 
Baker, distinguished visitors here, I’m de- 
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lighted to welcome all for this historic occa- 
sion. 

In a few minutes I'll be signing a letter to 
the United States Senate asking its advice 
and consent to the ratification of the Treaty 
on the Final Settlement with Respect to 
Germany. This treaty is the culmination of 
six months of negotiation among its six sig- 
natories: two German states, along with the 
United States, Great Britain, France, and 
the Soviet Union. More than that, it is a 
culmination of more than four decades of 
Western resolve and determination, from 
the darkest hours of the Cold War to the 
bright, new horizons that now stretch 
before us. 

This agreement will end the artificial di- 
vision of Germany and Berlin, and it will 
restore to Germany sovereignty over all its 
territory and end all remaining Four Power 
rights and responsibilities. This agreement 
clears the way to achievement of the goal 
we Americans have long shared with the 
German people: a united, democratic, and 
sovereign Germany. 

I congratulate Chancellor Kohl and the 
German people in both East and West Ger- 
many and in Berlin, so long divided, for 
keeping their dream of national self-deter- 
mination ever alive. Together with our 
other partners in the Atlantic alliance, we 
Americans are proud to have stood beside 
you during your long vigil, and proud espe- 
cially during this past year to have worked 
with you in common cause toward the goal 
of German unity. 

Our policy, our commitment, never wa- 
vered as this goal drew nearer. Today Ger- 
mans and Americans share the fruit of our 
friendship, and we join our German friends 
in looking to the future with hope and con- 
fidence to the new beginning this treaty 
will make possible. 

On behalf of the American people and 
the American Presidents before me who 
sustained our joint resolve, I am pleased to 
sign this letter transmitting this historic 
document to the Senate for its advice and 
consent. 

I want to express my appreciation to Sec- 
retary Baker, who worked so hard on this, 
and once again say that it has been a pleas- 
ure for me to work with Chancellor Kohl 
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and others from Germany on this very im- 
portant question. 
And now for the signing. 


Note: The President spoke at 9:33 a.m. in 
the Rose Garden at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Ambassador Juergen 
Ruhfus and Chancellor Helmut Kohl of the 
Federal Republic of Germany and Secretary 
of State James A. Baker III. 


Message to the Senate Transmitting the 
Treaty on the Reunification of 
Germany 


September 25, 1990 


To the Senate of the United States: 

I submit herewith, for Senate advice and 
consent to ratification, the Treaty on the 
Final Settlement with Respect to Germany 
and a Related Agreed Minute, signed by 
the United States, the Federal Republic of 
Germany, the German Democratic Repub- 
lic, the French Republic, the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics, and the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland in Moscow on September 12, 1990. 
I transmit also, for the information of the 
Senate, a report of the Department of State 
with respect to this Treaty. 

The Treaty that I am submitting today is 
the culmination of 6 months’ negotiation 
among its six signatories in what has come 
to be called the “Two-plus-Four” forum, es- 
tablished for this purpose at Ottawa in Feb- 
ruary 1990. This agreement will end the 
artificial division of Germany and Berlin; it 
provides for the full withdrawal of all Soviet 
forces over the next 4 years; and it termi- 
nates all remaining Four-Power rights and 
responsibilities for Berlin and for Germany 
as a whole. It thus creates the basis for the 
emergence of a united, democratic, and 
sovereign Federal Republic of Germany, ca- 
pable and ready to assume a full and active 
partnership in the North Atlantic Alliance, 
the European Community, and in the many 
other fora for international cooperation to 
which the Federal Republic of Germany 
has already contributed significantly. 

The Treaty makes clear that the current 
borders of the Federal Republic of Germa- 


ny and German Democratic Republic shall 
be the final and definitive borders of a 
united Germany. All the provisions relating 
to Germany’s border with Poland were 
worked out with the participation and ap- 
proval of the Government of Poland. 

The Treaty specifies that the right of a 
united Germany to belong to alliances with 
all the rights and responsibilities arising 
therefrom shall not be affected by any of its 
provisions. 

The Treaty provides for the withdrawal 
of all Soviet troops from the territory of a 
united Germany by the end of 1994. The 
Treaty also provides for the continued pres- 
ence of British, French, and American 
troops in Berlin during the interim period 
at the request of the German government. 
During this period the German government 
shall have complete freedom regarding the 
stationing of territorial defense units of its 
own armed forces within the territory of 
the former German Democratic Republic, 
and these armed forces shall remain outside 
the integrated NATO military command 
structure. Following the departure of Soviet 
troops by 1994, there shall be no remaining 
limitations regarding the location of 
German armed forces throughout Germany 
and their integration with NATO structures. 
Non-German Allied forces and nuclear 
weapons systems shall not be stationed or 
deployed within the territory of the present 
German Democratic Republic. The Agreed 
Minute, for which I am also seeking your 
advice and consent, provides a special rule 
for application of the term “deployed.” 

The Treaty contains a number of assur- 
ances provided by the Federal Republic of 
Germany and the German Democratic Re- 
public on behalf of a united Germany. 
Among these are a reaffirmation of their 
renunciation of nuclear, biological, and 
chemical weapons, and their stated under- 
taking to reduce the personnel strength of 
the German armed forces to 370,000 within 
3 to 4 years. 

Finally, the Treaty provides for the termi- 
nation of all remaining Four-Power rights 
and responsibilities for Berlin and Germany 
as a whole. 

I would also like to draw to the attention 
of the Senate the texts of three letters that 
were exchanged on issues arising in the 
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context of the unification of Germany (en- 
closed as attachments to the report of the 
Department of State). The first is a letter 
from Secretary of State Baker to Foreign 
Minister Genscher of the Federal Republic 
of Germany dated September 11, 1990; the 
second is a letter from Foreign Minister 
Genscher and Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister de Maiziere of the German Demo- 
cratic Republic to their counterparts in the 
Two-plus-Four negotiations dated Septem- 
ber 12, 1990; and the third is a letter dated 
September 18, 1990, from Foreign Minister 
Genscher to Secretary Baker. 

In their letter of September 12 to their 
counterparts in the Two-plus-Four negotia- 
tions, Foreign Minister Genscher of the 
Federal Republic of Germany and Prime 
Minister and Foreign Minister de Maiziere 
of the German Democratic Republic for- 
mally convey several additional assurances. 
Among these are their declaration that the 
constitution of a united Germany will pro- 
tect the free democratic order and provide 
the continuing basis for prohibiting parties 
and associations with National Socialist aims. 
In his letter of September 18 to Secretary 
Baker, Foreign Minister Genscher also 
makes clear that the Government of a 
united Germany accepts responsibility for 
the resolution of unresolved claims against 
the German Democratic Republic, both of 
American citizens, and of Jewish victims of 
the Nazi regime. In this letter he commits 
his government to seek, shortly after unifi- 
cation, to provide expeditious and satisfac- 
tory resolution of claims of Jewish victims of 
the Nazi regime against the German Demo- 
cratic Republic. In this same letter he states 
that the Federal Republic of Germany will, 
shortly after unification, resolve through ne- 
gotiations with the United States Govern- 
ment the claims of U.S. nationals that were 
previously under discussion with the 
German Democratic Republic. The commit- 
ments contained in these two letters are 
further evidence that the Government of 
the united Germany will sustain and build 
on the exemplary record of the Federal Re- 
public of Germany in promoting democrat- 
ic values. 

The Treaty represents a major achieve- 
ment for cur German allies, who have not 
forgotten the past or the role Germany 
once played in the horrors of 1933-45, but 
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who have demonstrated over 4 decades of 
steadfast support for democracy and the 
Western alliance what the world can expect 
from the united Germany. 

The Treaty is also a tribute to the cour- 
age and the determination of the people of 
Germany to achieve unity in peace, free- 
dom, and concord with their neighbors. 

The emergence of a free, united, and 
democratic Germany, linked to the United 
States and to its European neighbors by in- 
dissoluble ties of friendship, common 
values, and mutual interests, and ready to 
act as a full partner within a broader com- 
munity of democratic nations, has been an 
enduring goal of American foreign policy 
for over 40 years. Seldom has any President 
had the privilege of submitting for the Sen- 
ate’s advice and consent an agreement 
which so fully realizes our national pur- 
poses. This agreement is the result of dec- 
ades of steadfast effort and resolve on the 
part of past Presidents and Congresses, and 
our Allies. It is an achievement of which we 
can all be proud. 

It is wholly fitting that Germany formally 
and irrevocably achieve its unified status at 
the earliest possible moment, unfettered by 
Four-Power rights, shared by the Soviet 
Union, which are now outmoded and un- 
necessary. I therefore ask the Senate to act 
expeditiously in giving its advice and con- 
sent to ratification of the Treaty and the 
Related Agreed Minute. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
September 25, 1990. 


Nomination of Elsie V. Vartanian To 
Be Director of the Women’s Bureau 


September 25, 1990 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Elsie V. Vartanian, of New 
Hampshire, to be Director of the Women’s 
Bureau at the Department of Labor. She 
would succeed Jill Houghton Emery. 

Mrs. Vartanian currently serves as found- 
er and president of Elsie V. Vartanian, Inc., 
in Salem, NH. In addition she has been a 
member of the New Hampshire House of 
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Representatives from 1979 to the present, 
serving as assistant majority leader from 
1987 to 1988. She was born July 19, 1930, 
in Haverhill, MA. Mrs. Vartanian is married, 
has one child, and resides in Salem, NH. 


Remarks Following Discussions With 
President Turgut Ozal of Turkey 


September 25, 1990 


President Bush. It has been a very great 
pleasure for me, and all of us—American 
side—to welcome President Ozal to the 
White House. And on behalf of every Amer- 
ican, Mr. President, I salute your leadership 
and your courage. 

Our talks today have been most cordial 
and constructive, as befits good friends, and 
marked by respect and total candor, as 
befits allies and equal partners. Our two 
nations have been faithful to each other in 
war and in peace for more than 40 years. 
And we in the United States have always 
valued Turkey’s vital contribution to 
NATO. We’ve stood together to defend the 
bedrock principles that unite us: freedom 
and democracy. 

Our solidarity has never been more ap- 
parent than since Saddam Hussein [Presi- 
dent of Iraq] marched ruthlessly into a 
peaceful Kuwait 8 weeks ago, violating all 
norms of international order. And since 
then, many nations have worked together 
to contain and repel Iraq’s brutal aggres- 
sion—not America alone but the United Na- 
tions and staunch allies like Turkey who 
have told the world: We will not tolerate 
this invasion; it will not stand. 

From the earliest stages of this struggle, 
Turkey has been in the forefront of the 
international condemnation of Iraq, thanks 
in large part to President Ozal’s leadership. 
Turkey promptly shut off the pipeline of 
Iraqi oil and closed its border to trade with 
Iraq. And Turkey was among the first to 
endorse the U.N. embargo of Iraqi goods. 
Turkey has stood firm and steadfast despite 
the heavy burden the Iraqi invasion has 
placed on its own economy. 

Throughout this crisis, President Ozal has 
been a decisive leader and a true friend. 
We've been in touch often since August 2d, 


and I look forward to continued close con- 
sultation with him in the period ahead. 

In short, Turkey has served as a protector 
of peace, rallying to its friends when those 
friends are imperiled. And so, recently, Sec- 
retary of State Baker and Secretary of 
Treasury Brady went to 13 nations, securing 
over $20 billion in international assistance. 
Many allied governments gladly offered aid 
in recognition of Turkey’s generous contri- 
bution in defending our mutual interests. 
And we stand by those who stand up for 
civilized values around the world. 

In that spirit, President Ozal and I dis- 
cussed today how we might expand the 
ties—political, economic, cultural, and mili- 
tary—which link Turkey and America. We 
agreed to work together to invigorate our 
economic relationship and pledged, as a 
first step, to initiate negotiations next 
month toward a new agreement on textiles. 

I also told President Ozal that the United 
States continues to support Turkey’s appli- 
cation for membership in the European 
Community. As events in the Gulf have 
demonstrated the indisputable strategic im- 
portance of Turkey to NATO and the 
United States, we also agreed to maintain 
our close security and military relationship. 

The administration will work with the 
Congress to make sure that Turkey receives 
its fair share of security assistance in fiscal 
year 1991. We will also work to help mod- 
ernize the Turkish Armed Forces by the 
future sale of F-16’s and provision of other 
military equipment. 

Finally, President Ozal and I discussed 
the importance and desirability of improved 
relations among all countries of the eastern 
Mediterranean, including Turkey and 
Greece. 

Mr. President, ties have never been 
stronger, our friendship never deeper. And 
for now, I bid you an affectionate farewell. I 
wish you well up there at the United Na- 
tions. And I hope and believe we will see 
much of each other in the months and the 
years ahead. Thank you for coming our 
way. 

President Ozal. Thank you, Mr. Presi- 
dent. I am very grateful to President Bush 
for his kind words about my country and 
myself. I was here in January, and we had a 
similar meeting, but then we didn’t have 
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this Gulf crisis in our hands. Today—along 
with bilateral relations, which are satisfacto- 
rily gaining scope and reflect the longstand- 
ing friendship between Turkey and the 
United States—the Gulf crisis, of course, 
was the top issue. 

President Bush has’ shown exceptional 
leadership not only for his country but for 
the whole community of nations since the 
outbreak of this crisis. His firm stand against 
aggression and immediate reaction based on 
the correct assessment of the implications of 
Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait have been instru- 
mental in the mobilization of a united front 
against the aggression. 

I think I am one of the few to know best 
the invaluable efforts of President Bush 
since I have been in close and constant con- 
tact with him from the very first days of the 
crisis. For your sagacious and determined 
stand, Mr. President, you deserve the ap- 
preciation of the civilized world all over. 

Turkey, on her part, has not only become 
the key to the successful implementation of 
the sanctions but by her actions has also 
been instrumental in encouraging several 
other countries to follow suit. It is prefera- 
ble that this crisis is resolved through 
peaceful means. The effective implementa- 
tion of the economic embargo may be the 
only hope for achieving this objective. 
Therefore, each and every country has a 
collective duty to strictly observe the man- 
datory U.N. sanctions and make them work. 

During our talk, President Bush and I 
had the opportunity to discuss extensively 
our bilateral relations. I am gratified to say 
that both countries have the political will to 
promote these relations in every field. Our 
relations recently began to diversify, and 
our economic cooperation started to gain 
momentum. 

I emphasized to President Bush today 
that our motto remains unchanged: Turkey 
wants more trade than aid. I believe it’s a 
valid object since we should be partners not 
only in security cooperation but, perhaps 
even more so, in such other areas as in- 
creased trade and economic cooperation. In 
view of our desire to enter into a closer 
relationship in this field with the United 
States, the rapid elimination of trade bar- 
riers will be in conformity with the spirit of 
such a partnership. 
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I would like to conclude by stating that 
our discussions were very satisfactory, re- 
flecting the close friendship that exists be- 
tween our two countries since many, many 
years. 

Thank you. 


Note: President Bush spoke at 1:38 p.m. at 
the South Portico of the White House. Prior 
to their remarks, the two Presidents met pri- 
vately in the Oval Office and with U.S. and 
Turkish officials in the Cabinet Room, and 
then attended a luncheon in the Old 
Family Dining Room. 


Remarks at the Annual Meeting of the 
Boards of Governors of the 
International Monetary Fund and 
World Bank Group 


September 25, 1990 


Thank you very much, and my special 
thanks to my good friend, our Secretary of 
the Treasury, Nick Brady, for those kind 
words and for the outstanding job that he’s 
doing as our Secretary. To Chairman Saitoti 
and Mr. Camdessus and my old friend and 
former seatmate on the Ways and Means 
Committee, Barber Conable, it really is a 
pleasure to be back with you this year to 
welcome you all to Washington for this very 
important work. And it’s a particular pleas- 
ure today to welcome the new members 
here from Bulgaria, the Czech and Slovak 
Republic, and Namibia and, of course, the 
special invitees from the Soviet Union. Your 
presence here reminds us all of how events 
of the past year are producing a new part- 
nership of nations—a fundamental, indeed, 
inspiring change in the world’s political and 
economic order. 

The movement toward democratic rule, 
already strong throughout the 1980’s, accel- 
erated during what I call the Revolution of 
’°89. The rights of the individual have been 
reaffirmed with greater adherence to the 
rule of law. The freedom to choose political 
leaders, and even political systems, has tri- 
umphed in countries that only a year ago 
were ruled by single-party regimes. And 
hand in hand, new economic freedom has 
begun to emerge as well. Today leaders 
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around the world are turning to market 
forces to meet the needs of their people, 
and of course—and I understand this— 
change has not come easily. But as I said 
last year at this same meeting: The jury is 
no longer out; history has decided. 

And today the results of that global ex- 
periment are unmistakable. Today the con- 
sensus is this: Governments by themselves 
cannot deliver prosperity. Rather, the key 
to economic growth is setting individuals 
free—free to take risks, free to make 
choices, free to use their initiative and their 
abilities in the marketplace. We are seeing 
this, for example, in the restoration of pri- 
vate ownership in countries where the state 
once controlled every single aspect of eco- 
nomic life. And for efficient production, pri- 
vate ownership is still the most powerful 
incentive known to man. 

Matched by the rejuvenation of markets, 
the ability to make individual economic 
choices is the fastest, move effective way to 
achieve and sustain broad-based economic 
growth. And that is why leaders every- 
where are undertaking difficult economic 
reforms; building stronger, more versatile 
private sectors; improving efficiency; and 
making government decisionmaking much 
more rational. 

That process takes time. Economic adjust- 
ment is often difficult. And in recent 
months, a new challenge has arisen which 
could hinder this process of change, and of 
course, I’m talking about Iraq’s illegal and 
unprovoked aggression against the sover- 
eign nation of Kuwait. Clearly, the greatest 
harm is to Kuwait and its people. When the 
Saudi border was opened, Kuwait’s newest 
refugees brought fresh tales of cruelty and 
horror inflicted on the Kuwaiti people and 
foreign nationals as well by the occupying 
forces of Saddam Hussein [President of 
Iraq]. 

And today other countries, already facing 
painful economic and political transforma- 
tions, must now deal with additional hard- 
ships. Serious challenges have emerged for 
countries rocked by unpredictable tides in 
the flow of oil, trade, displaced workers, 
and—God bless them—the refugees. This 
staggering burden, which is pressing upon 
these most seriously affected countries, calls 
for a generous response from the world 
community. Toward that end, we have al- 


ready begun to mobilize financial resources 
for the front-line states to ensure responsi- 
ble sharing among creditors. 

The initial response to that effort has 
been impressive. Now, in order to trans- 
form commitments into concrete contribu- 
tions, I am pleased to announce the forma- 
tion of a Gulf crisis financial coordination 
group under the chairmanship of Secretary 
Nicholas Brady, our Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, with the aim of achieving effective, 
timely, and sustained financial support to 
these most seriously affected countries. 

But let us not forget an even larger group 
of countries represented here will suffer 
from higher oil prices and other economic 
dislocations. While world attention has 
rightly focused on those countries closest to 
the situation and bearing the heaviest eco- 
nomic burden, I can tell you that the rest of 
the world is certainly not forgotten and 
never will be. 

This gathering here of world financial 
leaders gives us an opportunity to discuss 
how we can work together to address the 
special financial burden of this crisis, and do 
so in a way that will sustain the dramatic 
worldwide transition to free markets. The 
IMF and World Bank, given their central 
role in the world economy, are key to help- 
ing all of us through this situation by pro- 
viding a combination of policy advice and 
financial assistance. The political leadership 
of the U.N. must be matched by the eco- 
nomic leadership of the IMF and the World 
Bank. 

Secretary Brady will be making some spe- 
cific suggestions in his remarks for possible 
means of utilizing current IMF and World 
Bank programs more effectively. But let me 
say it again: We are determined not to 
allow the brutal behavior of one aggressor 
to undermine the historic process of demo- 
cratic change or to derail the movement 
towards market-oriented economic systems. 

Let me continue more broadly with a 
vision of the role of the United States and 
of a world economy we can all share. 

First, we believe that the United States 
should contribute to economic stability and 
growth. And perhaps the greatest contribu- 
tion that the United States can make to the 
health of the international economy is to 
get our own house in order. Our budget 
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deficit must be brought under control and 
reduced. 

And second, the United States is strongly 
committed to promoting development and 
growth in the newly emerging democracies 
of Latin America, central and eastern 
Europe, Africa, and Asia. We’re working in 
all four regions to ease debt burdens under 
the Brady plan. In this hemisphere, where 
debt overhang holds back progress—im- 
pedes progress—we announced the Enter- 
prise for the Americas Initiative to promote 
economic growth by expanding trade and 
investment, to reduce debt owed to the 
United States Government, and to provide 
funds for needed local environmental 
projects. In eastern Europe, where massive 
restructuring is needed, we are working 
with other nations to provide billions of dol- 
lars in assistance to the newly emerging de- 
mocracies. And in Africa, where undevelop- 
ment hangs on so stubbornly, many of the 
lowest income countries have already bene- 
fited from reductions in debt owed to the 
United States. 

Third, the United States is committed to 
the central role of the IMF and World Bank 
in helping bring about economic reforms. 
Reform efforts can only be successful if 
countries carry through on their responsibil- 
ities; and that means regulatory reform and 
privatization, sound macroeconomic and 
structural policies, and open borders for 
trade and investment. 

This is why your work here in Washing- 
ton this week is so important. For more 
than 40 years, the Fund and the Bank have 
quietly been enlisting the talents and the 
energies of the developed and developing 
world in a global struggle against poverty. 
And today, in a world where ideology no 
longer confronts and big-power blocs no 
longer divide, the Bank and the Fund have 
become paradigms of international coopera- 
tion. Indeed, we especially appreciate your 
efforts in carrying out a study of the Soviet 
economy that is unprecedented in its scope. 
This study will produce recommendations 
for economic, financial, and structural 
reform. 

As the coming week unfolds, part of your 
task will also be to plan for the future of 
your two great institutions. And I pledge 
the continued support of the United States 
for a World Bank and IMF, which so clearly 
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advance our common struggle to improve 
the quality of life for all people everywhere. 
For this reason, we strongly support the 
IMF quota increase and the strengthening 
of the IMF arrears policy. And we would 
also like to challenge both institutions to 
intensify their focus on building dynamic 
private sectors in member countries, one of 
the most important stimulants for energiz- 
ing these new market economies. 

And we would also ask the World Bank to 
place a high priority in three other issues 
vital to sustain growth. First is protecting 
the environment. As I said here last year, 
environmental destruction knows no bor- 
ders. Second, eradicating poverty must con- 
tinue to be a central mission of the Bank. 
And third, we strongly support greater ef- 
forts to integrate women into the develop- 
ment process. 

Finally, as we plan for the future, we 
must work together for success in another 
important international economic institu- 
tion: the GATT [General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade]. As we meet today, less 
than 70 days remain in the 4-year Uruguay 
round of global trade talks. Lasting reform 
is essential for developed and developing 
countries alike, and it’s the key to a success- 
ful round which establishes new rules and 
opportunities for all countries. These nego- 
tiations are one of the world’s greatest eco- 
nomic opportunities of the decade, but 
much remains to be done. 

The round is not just a trade issue: it is a 
growth issue. And it’s not just an exercise 
for bureaucrats in Geneva. The trade talks 
are the last train leaving the station, and 
countries throughout the world must jump 
aboard. It can be the engine of economic 
growth that carries us into the 21st century. 

The round promises to remove barriers in 
four crucial areas, areas untouched in previ- 
ous rounds: services, investment, intellectu- 
al property, and agriculture. As a matter of 
fact, agriculture reform remains a major 
stumbling block. Indeed, it threatens to 
bring down the rest of the round. We must 
let farmers compete with farmers, instead 
of farmers competing with the deep pock- 
ets of government treasuries. We need a 
successful resolution of the agricultural 
issues if we are to have an agreement. 
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If countries around the globe don’t 
muster the political courage to face these 
tough issues in the time remaining, we will 
forfeit new markets for our businesses, 
impose higher prices on our consumers, and 
forgo new jobs and higher incomes for 
workers in all countries. Worst of all, we 
will endanger a vital, proven framework of 
international cooperation. A collapse of the 
round will inevitably encourage increased 
protectionist pressure and political instabil- 
ity; and that, frankly, is something that we 
can ill afford as we forge a new partnership 
of nations against aggression in the Persian 
Gulf. 


I urge you to work actively within your 
governments to ensure success, and I urge 
my counterparts around the world—as we 
did at the Houston economic summit—to 
instruct your negotiators to bring all the 
components of the Uruguay round to a suc- 
cessful conclusion by December. 


In all these efforts, there is so much at 
stake. Almost 35 years ago, President Eisen- 
hower first appeared at an IMF-World Bank 
meeting, and he spoke of the lessons that 
he learned while waging a war that brought 
together so many different soldiers from so 
many different lands. Ike noted, as I do 
now, that there were people in the audi- 
ence who were our allies in that grand 
effort. And he said: “We early found one 
thing. Without the heart, without the en- 
thusiasm for the cause in which we were 
working, no cooperation was possible. With 
that enthusiasm, subordinating all else to 
the advancement of the cause, cooperation 
was easy.” 


As the unity of the nations has demon- 
strated in the past 2 months, the worldwide 
enthusiasm for today’s noble cause, the 
cause I’ve described as a new partnership of 
nations, is not only unprecedented but truly 
remarkable. And I urge you to seize that 
enthusiasm in your meetings this week, to 
forge the new levels of cooperation needed 
to succeed. 


Thank you very much for coming to 
Washington, DC. I hope you feel welcome, 
because you are. Good luck this week in the 
meetings ahead, and God speed you in your 


travels home. Thank you all very, very 
much. 


Note: The President spoke at 3:06 p.m. in 
the ballroom of the Sheraton Washington 
Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to George 
Saitoti, Chairman of the International Mon- 
etary Fund and the World Bank Group; 
Michel Camdessus, Managing Director and 
Chairman of the Executive Board of the 
International Monetary Fund; and Barber 
B. Conable, President of the World Bank 
Group. 


Remarks on the Federal Budget 
Negotiations 


September 25, 1990 


Let me just make a comment, if you all 
are ready, on this deficit problem. Frankly, 
I had a good report from the Hill, and I 
want to commend the Republican Members 
of the House Appropriations Committee for 
voting to deal with the budget problem 
forthrightly. 

The Democrats in the House wanted to 
avoid fiscal responsibility and keep govern- 
ment spending growing and deficit grow- 
ing. And the Republicans said: Look, no 
more business as usual. No more dodging 
responsibility. It is time to get the budget 
agreement done. Without an agreement, 
the deficit gets worse, the economy gets 
worse, and clearly it’s the American people 
that will suffer. 

So, if there is no budget agreement with 
real spending reduction and real process 
reform by the end of the week, I will have 
to veto it—I will veto any continuing resolu- 
tion that suspends Gramm-Rudman and 
budget discipline and thereby destroys our 
best chance of bringing this deficit under 
control once and for all. 

So, I want to thank the Republicans who 
have stood firm on this. I do not want to see 
further delays and kicking this problem on 
down the road. Enough is enough! The 
American people want a deal, and they 
want it now. They want to get the deficit 
down, and that’s what I want. 

That’s it. Thank you. 


Note: The President spoke at approximately 
3:40 p.m. on the South Lawn of the White 
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House, upon returning from the annual 
meeting of the Boards of Governors of the 
International Monetary Fund and _ the 
World Bank Group. 


Statement on Signing the Carl D. 
Perkins Vocational and Applied 
Technology Education Act 
Amendments of 1990 


September 25, 1990 


Today, I am signing H.R. 7, the “Carl D. 
Perkins Vocational and Applied Technology 
Education Act Amendments of 1990.” This 
legislation amends and extends the Carl D. 
Perkins Vocational Education Act. It reau- 
thorizes one of the Federal programs that 
supports State and local efforts to develop a 
work force that will keep this country com- 
petitive in the world market. 

This Act creates a more effective voca- 
tional education program through its em- 
phasis on accountability and program im- 
provement. The Act requires that each 
State develop a system of performance 
standards and measures for secondary and 
post-secondary vocational education pro- 
grams. It requires that State leadership ac- 
tivities include teacher training, curriculum 
development, and program assessment. It 
places a greater emphasis on programs that 
combine academic and vocational instruc- 
tion and on programs that develop a coher- 
ent sequence of courses beginning in high 
school and continuing through community 
college. The Act encourages cooperative 
academic links between secondary and 
post-secondary institutions, with the goal of 
providing students with higher levels of 
technical competency. 

In addition, H.R. 7 continues the impor- 
tant emphasis on providing access to quality 
vocational education programs to our least 
advantaged populations. It focuses on stu- 
dents with disabilities, students with limited 
English proficiency, and students who are 
educationally disadvantaged. 

In signing this legislation, however, I 
must take note of two provisions that raise 


constitutional concerns. First, the Act re- 
quires that each State receiving funds must 
set aside a certain percentage for “Sex 
Equity Programs” that can be used, among 
other purposes, for educational activities for 
girls and women aged 14 through 25. Such 
activities would, on their face, discriminate 
on the basis of gender. Since the funding 
for “Sex Equity Programs” also can be used 
for other, nondiscriminatory programs, 
these nondiscriminatory programs will be 
preferred in administering the legislation. 
The discriminatory programs will be imple- 
mented only if there is a sufficiently strong 
justification to withstand judicial scrutiny. 

Second, the Act requires the Secretary of 
Education to submit directly to the Con- 
gress two reports prepared by the Depart- 
ment of Education’s Office of Educational 
Research and Improvement. According to 
subsection 403(c\3), these reports “shall not 
be subject to any review outside the Office 
of Educational Research and Improvement 
before their transmittal to Congress... .” 
This provision is unconstitutional because it 
purports to preclude me from exercising 
my constitutional duty to supervise the ex- 
ecutive branch. Because I cannot abandon 
my oversight responsibility, I shall treat the 
unconstitutional portion of the Act as sever- 
able from the rest of this legislation. 

In conclusion, H.R. 7 excludes many of 
the changes proposed by my Administration 
and includes certain constitutionally trou- 
blesome provisions. However, it does reflect 
progress over current law. My Administra- 
tion, particularly Secretaries Cavazos and 
Dole, will continue to work with the next 
Congress to make more improvements in 
the overall systems for financing and deliv- 
ering training. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
September 25, 1990. 


Note: H.R. 7, approved September 25, was 
assigned Public Law No. 101-392. 
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Message to the Congress Transmitting 
the South Pacific Environmental 
Protection Convention and Protocols 


September 25, 1990 


To the Senate of the United States: 

I transmit herewith, for the advice and 
consent of the Senate to ratification, the 
Convention for the Protection of the Natu- 
ral Resources and Environment of the 
South Pacific Region, with Annex, and the 
Protocol for the Prevention of Pollution of 
the South Pacific Region by Dumping, with 
Annexes, done at Noumea, New Caledonia, 
on November 24, 1986. The report of the 
Department of State in respect of the Con- 
vention and Protocol is attached for the in- 
formation of the Senate. I also transmit to 
the Senate, for its information, the Protocol 
Concerning Cooperation in Combating Pol- 
lution Emergencies in the South Pacific 
Region. 

The Convention for the Protection of the 
Natural Resources and Environment of the 
South Pacific Region will create general 
legal obligations designed to protect the 
marine environment of the region from a 
variety of sources of marine pollution. In so 
doing, the Convention provides new envi- 
ronmental protection for American Samoa, 
Guam and the Northern Mariana Islands, as 
well as for the Convention area generally. 

The Convention and its Protocols on 
dumping and pollution emergencies en- 
tered into force on August 22, 1990. Ten 
countries have ratified or acceded to the 
Convention. These are: France, Australia, 
New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Solomon 
Islands, Fiji, the Marshall Islands, the Feder- 
ated States of Micronesia, Western Samoa, 
and the Cook Islands. Expeditious U.S. rati- 
fication of the Convention and Protocol 
would demonstrate not only our commit- 
ment to the protection of the marine envi- 
ronment of the South Pacific but our con- 
tinuing political commitment to the region 
as well. It would also allow the United 
States to participate fully at the first meet- 
ing of Parties, which will likely establish the 
financial and institutional arrangements for 
implementing the Convention. 

I recommend that the Senate give early 
and favorable consideration to the Conven- 
tion and Protocol and give its advice and 
consent to ratification, subject to the two 


understandings described in the accompa- 
nying report of the Secretary of State. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
September 25, 1990. 


Letter to the Chairmen of the Senate 
Finance Committee and the House 
Ways and Means Committee on 
Mexico-United States Free-Trade 
Negotiations 


September 25, 1990 


Dear Mr. Chairman: 

In a letter to me of August 21, President 
Salinas formally proposed initiation of nego- 
tiations for a free trade agreement between 
the United States and Mexico (copy en- 
closed). As you know, President Salinas and 
I had endorsed the objective of a free trade 
agreement at a meeting in June, and our 
respective Trade Ministers, Secretary Serra 
and United States Trade Representative 
Hills, had so recommended in a joint report 
of August 8 (copy enclosed). 

Mexico is our third largest trading part- 
ner, and you are aware of the dynamic, 
market-oriented reforms undertaken by 
President Salinas. We see substantial oppor- 
tunities for mutual benefit in further lower- 
ing impediments to bilateral trade in goods 
and services and to investment. 

Accordingly, I welcome the recommenda- 
tions in the joint report and President Sali- 
nas’ proposal. Negotiation of a comprehen- 
sive free trade agreement is consistent with 
the efforts of both my Administration and 
the Congress to eliminate barriers to the 
flow of goods, services and investment, and 
to protect intellectual property rights. 

Therefore, pursuant to Section 1102(c) of 
the Omnibus Trade and Competitiveness 
Act of 1988, I am hereby notifying the 
Senate Committee on Finance [House Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means] of trade negoti- 
ations with Mexico. 

I also want to inform you that the Gov- 
ernment of Canada has recently expressed a 
desire to participate in the negotiations, 
with a view to negotiating an agreement or 
agreements among all three countries. I 
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welcome the opportunity to work with our 
two neighbors towards this end. We, with 
the Canadian and Mexican Governments to- 
gether, will be consulting in the coming 
months to explore the possibilities in this 
regard, which we will also discuss with your 
Committee. I will send a further or revised 
notice to your Committee as appropriate, 
depending on the outcome of our consulta- 
tions. 

I want to emphasize that such trilateral 
consultations will not affect the continued 
validity of the existing free trade agreement 
with Canada. Further, in all these discus- 
sions, we expect to build on our multilateral 
negotiating efforts in the Uruguay Round, 
which is scheduled to conclude at the end 
of this year. 

Ambassador Hills has already begun con- 
sultations with your Committee, and the 
Administration will continue that process 
throughout the negotiations. 

Sincerely, 


George Bush 


Note: Identical letters were sent to Lloyd 
Bentsen, chairman of the Senate Finance 
Committee, and Dan Rostenkowski, chair- 
man of the House Ways and Means Com- 
mittee. The letters were released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on September 
26. 


Message to the Senate Transmitting the 
Soviet Union-United States Maritime 
Boundary Agreement 


September 26, 1990 


To the Senate of the United States: 

I transmit herewith, for the advice and 
consent of the Senate to ratification, the 
Agreement Between the United States of 
America and the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics on the Maritime Boundary, with 
Annex, signed at Washington, June 1, 1990. 
I also enclose for the information of the 
Senate the report of the Department of 
State with respect to this agreement and an 
illustrative chart of the maritime boundary. 

In the agreement, the Parties agree that 
the line described in Article 1 of the Con- 
vention Ceding Alaska, signed March 30, 
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1867 (the 1867 Convention Line), is, as de- 
fined in the agreement, the maritime 
boundary between the United States and 
the Soviet Union. As such, it defines the 
limits within which each Party may exercise 
territorial sea jurisdiction or exclusive eco- 
nomic zone jurisdiction in those areas 
where their claimed 12 nautical mile terri- 
torial seas or 200 nautical mile exclusive 
economic zones would otherwise overlap or 
were otherwise in dispute. It also delimits, 
as between the Parties, such continental 
shelf jurisdiction beyond 200 nautical miles 
from their coasts as they may exercise in 
accordance with international law in the 
Arctic Ocean, Bering and Chukchi Seas, 
and a portion of the North Pacific Ocean. 

I believe the agreement to be fully in the 
United States interest. It reflects the view 
of the United States that the maritime 
boundary should follow the 1867 Conven- 
tion Line. The agreement resolves differ- 
ences over where each Party has the right 
to manage fisheries and oil and gas explora- 
tion and development, as well as exercise 
other sovereign rights and jurisdiction, in 
these marine areas. Through its transfer of 
jurisdiction provisions, it also ensures that 
coastal state jurisdiction, in accordance with 
international law, is exercised by one or the 
other Party in all marine areas within 200 
nautical miles of either or both coasts. 
Therefore, the agreement will permit more 
effective regulation of marine resource ac- 
tivities and other ocean uses and removes a 
significant potential source of dispute be- 
tween the United States and the Soviet 
Union. 

I recommend that the Senate give early 
and favorable consideration to this agree- 
ment and advise and consent to ratification. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
September 26, 1990. 


Exchange With Reporters Aboard Air 
Force One on the Federal Budget 
Negotiations 


September 26, 1990 


Q. Did you have a good flight? 
The President. Big political day today. 
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Q. How did the discussions this morning 
go, sir? 

The President. Good. Good. Republicans 
are staying solid. 

Q. Are you concerned that you’ve lost 
Mr. Michel’s support on your—— 

The President. 1 always like to talk to the 
people involved. 

Q. Are you flexible on capital gains at all, 
sirP 

Q. What did he tell you, Mr. President? 

The President. He told me that they’re 
working hard to get a deal. And we are. 
And the Republicans know what I want 
when I talk about growth. I’m not interest- 
ed in raising the tax rates on the American 
people. And our team is fighting very hard. 
So, we'll see where we go. 

Q. Can a sequester be avoided, or do you 
think it will go right up until the deadline? 

The President. It can be avoided if they 
get doing what they should. It’s the Con- 
gress—and I would say now the Democrats 
in the Congress that are in charge of the 
Congress that have not come forward with 
a package. And we’re still working hard in a 
good, bipartisan spirit there, they told me 
today. We’re getting right down to the 
wire. 

Q. Are you concerned that you might 
look too inflexible on the capital gains issue? 

The President. No, I’m not concerned 
about that at all, because there’s an awful 
lot of issues that are still out there, like 
spending and trying to tax the American 
people excessively and things where the 
American people are on our side. So, we'll 
just see how we go. But I want to see the 
Democrats now get into a spirit of compro- 
mise. I started early on. You all wrote about 
it; everybody talked about it. We talked 
about the revenue side. Now I want to see 
some flexibility on their part, and I’m going 
to take our case to the American people. 
The American people don’t need this. They 
don’t need it all. They don’t want it. I don’t 
think they yet realize how serious sequester 
is 


But this concept that they tried yester- 
day—the Democrats did—to just move it on 
down the road, kick the can down the road, 
is not fair to the American people nor to 
the economy. So, we’re going to stay with 
what I said yesterday. And I was very proud 


that the Republicans stayed together and 
would not permit the Democrats in the 
House of Representatives to simply delay 
the day of reckoning. That’s what they tried 
to do. Everybody knows that. I think the 
American people know it—loud and clear. 

Q. Are you going to join the talks at some 
point this week, sir? 

The President. They know, both Demo- 
crats and Republicans, that if my presence 
there would be helpful, I’m available. 


Note: The exchange occurred while the 
President was en route from Washington, 
DC, to Akron, OH. In his remarks, he re- 
ferred to Robert H. Michel, Republican 
leader of the House of Representatives. A 
tape was not available for verification of 
the content of these remarks. 


Remarks at a Fundraising Luncheon for 
Gubernatorial Candidate George 
Voinovich in Akron, Ohio 


September 26, 1990 


Alex, thank you. Thank you all. What a 
great welcome back to Akron—same place, 
a couple years later. Thank you all very, 
very much. Thank you, mayor—soon to be 
Governor—Voinovich. And, Janet, Barbara 
sends her love. She looks forward to being 
with you. I don’t know whether it’s next 
week or when it is, but she’ll be out here to 
show not only support for the ticket but to 
show the affection that she and I have for 
you and George. 

To Mike and Fran DeWine, we wish you 
well. I can’t wait for the day that you are 
Lieutenant Governor, but I’m going to be 
disappointed to have you leave the House 
of Representatives that you served so very 
well, indeed. 

And of course, it’s like old home week 
here with Alex—your Alex, mine. [Laugh- 
ter] One of the great political leaders—and 
I mean this—is a former national chairman 
who himself studied under Ray Bliss of 
Akron and still has great affection in his 
heart for Ray Bliss. They don’t have many 
political leaders like Alex around this coun- 
try. And he’s good, and he’s honest, and 
he’s decent, and I get fired up every time 
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I’m around him. Alex, thank you for this 
wonderful event here today—Alex Arshin- 
koff. 3 

And while we’re at it, I want to salute our 
State chairman, Bob Bennett, over here. 
The State party has never been more vi- 
brant or supportive of these candidates. 
Bob, stand up there. 

And Senator Roy Ray is here, 1 of 10 
Republican State legislators out of 3,000 in 
the country to win the prestigious Legisla- 
tor of the Year Award—Roy. There he is, 
right there. 

And I want to put in a plug right at the 
beginning for the strong State ticket we’ve 
got, and one of those members is with us 
today—I think the only one. If I’m wrong, 
somebody holler, but Jim Petro, who’s run- 
ning for auditor, standing right here. And 
it’s a very important position because it has 
a lot to do with the redistricting. And we 
want a fair redistricting not just in Ohio but 
all the way across this country, and his elec- 
tion can contribute to that. 

As for Paul Mifsud, over here, who’s run- 
ning the Voinovich campaign, he’s the guy 
that suggested I meet Gorbachev in Malta. 
[Laughter] He’s from Malta, you may know. 
And people are still throwing up over there 
because of the weather. [Laughter] 

You know, there’s a handful of people 
across the country to whom Barbara and I 
always will be indebted for the marvelous 
opportunity to serve in this office that I 
have now, and one of them is Paul. And 
he’s worked very, very hard, always helpful 
to me and, of course, always at George 
Voinovich’s side. So, you’ve got a good 
team. 

I want to apologize for a very close 
member of my family who couldn’t make it 
today. As it turns out, Millie is on the road, 
promoting her new book—{laughter|—our 
springer spaniel. I told them last night that 
her celebrity status has gone to her head. I 
gave her a bowl of Alpo, and she asked to 
see the wine list there at the White House 
last night. [Laughter] 

But look, enough of this. If I seem a little 
relaxed, it’s because you have a wonderful 
way here in Akron of making a person feel 
at home. And I really am delighted to be 
back here in a State that Barbara and I feel 
we know very well, indeed. For us, Ohio 
means Dayton, where Barbara’s parents 
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lived; Miami, where both Bar’s mother and 
dad went to college. For me, Columbus, 
where my father was born and where he 
grew up. It also means many other things, 
having campaigned extensively in this State: 
smalltown boulevards of Lima, busy streets 
of Cincinnati—I’ve probably been in Hamil- 
ton County as much as everybody in this 
room put together; it seems like it—and 
then of course the vibrance and the factory 
yards of Akron and the farms nestled in the 
Appalachian foothills along the Ohio River. 

So, I mention all this because to know the 
diversity we call America you really just 
have to get a feeling for the State of Ohio. 
So, it should come as no surprise that I’ve 
been looking forward to coming out here to 
say a few words about an Ohio leader who 
revitalized your neighboring city of Cleve- 
land, taking it from the gloomy and dark 
days of ridicule and despair and bringing it 
into the bright light of achievement and 
respect. I didn’t come out here to talk 
about Bernie Kosar, incidentally. [Laughter] 
I’m here today to show my support for an 
Ohio leader, a great mayor, soon to be a 
great Governor; and I’m talking about 
George Voinovich. 

I think all Ohioans, regardless of party, 
agree that he’s already demonstrated this 
uncommon ability we’re talking about in his 
three terms as mayor of Cleveland. Little 
wonder, then, that George often says that 
Cleveland “is off the rocks and on a roll.” 
Now he wants to do the same for all of 
Ohio. And make no mistake, after 8 years, 
Ohio needs this Voinovich leadership and 
this Voinovich integrity in the Governor’s 
office. 

For years now, you, as Ohioans, and some 
of us from outside have been reading the 
investigative journalists’ reports detailing 
the cronyism, the political favoritism, the 
taxpayer rip-offs that have taken place in 
this State. And at least one candidate for 
Governor has had enough. Here’s what 
George Voinovich says: “State government 
needs a thorough housecleaning, a gust of 
fresh air.” And I can guarantee you he'll do 
that for the State. 

So, this campaign is about the future of 
Ohio—an Ohio whose natural beauty is pre- 
served for future generations, an Ohio that 
empowers people and not the bureaucrats, 
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an Ohio that leads this country—and you 
heard him commit to this—to education 
reform to keep America competitive and to 
give our children a better future. 

Both George and I believe that when we 
ask more of our kids, they’ll respond; so will 
our teachers and our schools and our par- 
ents and, yes, our elected public officials. 
With his “schools first” policy, George 
would upgrade the entire Ohio educational 
system while rewarding outstanding teach- 
ers and excellent schools. And he has em- 
braced fully the goals of the Charlottesville 
educational summit that I convened last 
year because, he says, “these goals are right 
for the entire Nation and for Ohio.” 

And the first goal of all is that George 
and I want our schools to be free of vio- 
lence and drugs, and we must work towards 
that end. There’s also the heartfelt goals of 
our Congressman here, Congressman Mike 
DeWine, who’s been a leader in shaping the 
antidrug laws for the Nation as a Member 
of the United States Congress. And I’m 
going to miss his advice, as I said, in Wash- 
ington. Not only has he distinguished him- 
self fighting this whole concept of illegal 
drugs and crime but he’s earned recogni- 
tion from Watchdogs of the Treasury and 
the National Taxpayers Union, both, as a 
fighter for fiscal responsibility. This out- 
standing record of service to the people of 
Ohio at county and State and national levels 
makes Mike DeWine the right choice for 
Lieutenant Governor of Ohio, and we urge 
your strong support for the ticket. 

Let me just take a minute to address a 
couple of other matters important to the 
people of Ohio, but also to the people of 
our entire country and, indeed, to the 
world. This is, indeed, as George pointed 
out, an extraordinary moment, a moment 
when our national will is being tested both 
at home and abroad. 

We can meet the test at home—I’m confi- 
dent we can meet it—but what we must do 
is first put our fiscal house in order. And 
right now, at this very minute, we are 
coming down to the wire in Washington, 
the final few days of the fiscal year. You 
remember, the new fiscal year starts Octo- 
ber Ist, the way the Federal Government 
keeps its books. So, we’re right down at the 
end of the old fiscal year, coming to the 
new one, final few days; and still we do not 


have an agreement in hand to bring this 
deficit down. It’s up there in the Congress 
right now. We sent a proposal there months 
ago. 

Five days from now the ax falls, an auto- 
matic, mandated sequester that will cut 
$100 billion from the Federal budget. A 
cutback of this scope is going to hit hard, 
and it’s going to hit home, and it’s going to 
hit many, many people. 

Let me give you a couple of examples so 
you'll understand when you hear that word 
what sequester means. For air travelers, it 
means big cutbacks in air traffic control and 
substantial increases in flight delays and 
outright cancellations. For farmers, it will 
mean that ASCS [Agricultural Stabilization 
and Conservation Service] offices will close 
during harvest time. For meatpackers, 
plants may close when inspectors fail to 
show up. For college students, it means an 
end to 1.2 million Pell grants—1.2 million 
eliminated outright. Add to that a 22-per- 
cent cutback in grants to another 2 million 
students. In this very city, this means that 
the poor students, the poor kids, will not be 
able to attend Akron University. 

And let me tell you, the sequester is 
strong medicine, but it’s medicine patented 
by the Congress itself. It represents the last 
attempt by Congress to cure itself of its 
feverish spending habits, and without an 
agreement, it is the only way for Congress 
to force itself to make the very necessary 
tough choices. It is the law of the land. And 
I took an oath to the Constitution to uphold 
the law of the land. And we’ve tried to do 
our part to solve this difficult problem, and 
I made a good-faith effort to reach a sound 
and sensible budget agreement. 

Let me go back to the beginning, back to 
February Ist, when I sent a complete 
budget up to Capitol Hill, and back to April 
lst, when Democrats who controlled both 
Houses of the United States Congress 
missed the deadline to take action on that 
budget—their own deadline, spelled out in 
their own rules for the Congress. A month 
later, in May, I convened a budget summit, 
recognizing we only had a few months to 
go to this October lst that’s now a few days 
away. We wanted to jump-start the process. 

And at the end of June, when the talks 
bogged down, I made a concession demand- 
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ed by the Democrat leaders to get Congress 
off dead center. And I put it all on the 
table, even taxes, and I took a lot of politi- 
cal heat coming out of the Democratic 
Party and the Democratic leaders. They 
had a great bunch of joy out of all of that. 
And then in July, when both sides pledged 
to exchange comprehensive budget plans, 
the Democrats delayed while we delivered. 

And all through the talks, for 135 long 
days, time and again I’ve gone the extra 
mile, and I think the Republicans in the 
Congress have gone the extra mile. And 
each time the other side says: It’s still your 
move. It’s still your move. 

Well, that’s not just our move anymore. 
And if and when the ax falls, the Democrat- 
ic Congress knows that it will be held ac- 
countable, and I will take that message to 
every State in the Union. It is their fault for 
holding up getting a budget agreement. 
I’ve sat on my hands; I’ve suffered the 
slings and arrows that I expect from the 
political process. But I have a podium, too. I 
have a bully pulpit, too. And I’m going to 
see that it is not printed one side of this 
story, one Democrat after another knocking 
my socks off on Capitol Hill. The American 
people want a budget agreement. They 
know who controls the Congress, and they 
want them to deliver a budget agreement 
to get this deficit down. 

Let me come again to you. It goes well 
beyond political rhetoric. It’s one of the 
great economic challenges that our country 
has faced. It is important to get a solution. 
But the threat of sequester doesn’t change 
the fact that the fundamental test of any 
agreement is whether it sustains conditions 
for continued economic growth and job cre- 
ation. And that’s why I’ve called on Con- 
gress to build a package of progrowth in- 
centives into a budget agreement, incen- 
tives that cieate jobs and encourage aggres- 
sive, competitive R&D that sustain growth 
and steer this economy clear of recession. 

And, yes, that’s why I will continue to 
push hard for incentives for capital invest- 
ment. In this global environment, many of 
our fiercest competitors are way ahead of us 
in promoting the savings and essential in- 
vestment opportunity to success in the 
international marketplace. 

And contrary to what you may have 
heard, the hangup is not capital gains; the 
hangup is with the Democrats on Capitol 
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Hill. And we’re still waiting for the Con- 
gress to come up with enough real spend- 
ing cuts—cuts that are enforceable, not just 
another empty promise of future savings, a 
promise waiting to be broken. And we're 
still waiting for Congress to commit to 
meaningful budget-process reform, reform 
that builds real discipline into the budget 
process. The American people are not 
dumb. They know, as they watch the Con- 
gress, that the budget process is a mess and 
it must be fixed once and for all. 

We're going to bear the heat here. The 
last thing we want is for the year’s budget 
fiasco to become next year’s instant replay. 
So, today I say this to the United States 
Congress: Keep those lights burning on 
Capitol Hill if you have to, but before that 
deadline passes 5 days from now, let’s reach 
the agreement that the American people 
are waiting for. No quick fix. No deal to 
delay these difficult budget decisions until 
after the election. 

Yesterday, one of the powerful commit- 
tees controlled by the Democrats voted on 
party line to delay the solution. Kick it on 
down the road. Don’t make the tough deci- 
sion today. Well, I’m going to stand in the 
way of that plan, if using every ounce of 
pressure I have, including the veto, to see 
that that does not happen. No quick fix. No 
delays. 

October lst is the zero hour, and it’s real. 
We’ve got to prove to the American people 
once and for all that we can come together 
to deal with this deficit. There have been 
times when the cooperation has been good. 
And frankly, I’ll be honest with you, I think 
the leaders—the two or three top leaders 
on the Democratic side—have tried pretty 
hard on this matter. But that’s not enough. 
That is not enough. The control lies there, 
and the responsibility to come forth with an 
agreement lies there. 

Congress should listen to men like Mike 
DeWine, Members like he; Lynn Martin, 
who is with us here today, who is running 
over in Illinois; and others, who say it’s 
simply outrageous that important govern- 
ment services be jeopardized because Con- 
gress cannot do its job and pass a budget 
with the necessary reductions. 

Reaching an agreement is critical. It 
really is. And we simply cannot fail to put 
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our fiscal house in order, especially now 
with the challenge that we’re facing over 
there, halfway around the world, in the 
Persian Gulf. 

Emotions in the budget debate, as I 
report to you today, I can tell you, are run- 
ning high—they’re running very high. You 
haven’t heard much out of me on this. I’ve 
waited in the wings and tried to conciliate, 
and as I told you, I think I’ve given a great 
deal. But no matter how heated the ex- 
change of words may be over the budget, 
we need to—and I will do this—continue to 
maintain a bipartisan spirit in support of 
America’s response to Iraqi aggression. I 
would be remiss if I didn’t tell you I am 
grateful, in this Vandenberg concept of par- 
tisanship ending at the water’s edge, that 
the Democrats and the Republicans in the 
House and the Senate are pulling together. 
And I’m grateful to the Democratic leader- 
ship for the support that they have publicly 
given—what this country is trying to do in 
the Middle East. 

I am often asked when we can bring our 
kids home—some still arriving. But I can 
understand that from parents and loved 
ones here in this country—the concern they 
feel about our men and women that are 
serving over there. The answer has got to 
be general: It’s got to be as soon as possi- 
ble—every single one of them—but when 
the job is done. 

Certain objectives have to be met. Iraq 
must withdraw from Kuwait, without condi- 
tion. Aggression unchecked today will rear 
its ugly head tomorrow. Kuwait’s legitimate 
government must be restored. The security 
and the stability of this vital area, an area 
that affects the lives of every American, 
must be assured. And American citizens 
abroad, those held hostage in this brutal 
shielding technique that Saddam Hussein 
[President of Iraq] is using, must be protect- 
ed. 

But we have another, final objective: to 
create a new partnership of nations; a new 
world order that is free from the threat of 
terror, stronger in the pursuit of justice, 
more secure in the quest for peace. 

These are our objectives and those of the 
United Nations Security Council and our 
allies. There are many, many countries to 
whom I am extraordinarily grateful for this 
tremendous cooperation. West Germany 


has pledged to support the mission with 
almost $2 billion and provide ships and 
planes, while Japan has pledged a package 
worth more than $4 billion. France added 
another 4,000 troops, and Great Britain is 
sending 120 tanks, 6,000 troops, the famous 
Desert Rats those of us who are old enough 
to remember World War II will recall. So 
really—and we’re side by side in the soil 
there with Egyptian troops and Syrian 
troops and other Arab troops. It’s truly Iraq, 
then, against the world. The world is simply 
standing up and telling Saddam Hussein: 
We will not give in to intimidation. 

Americans are showing their determina- 
tion right here in Ohio. Look no further 
than Ashland University, to the father of a 
marine stationed in the Gulf region, Profes- 
sor Charles Brereton. Dr. Brereton pub- 
lished in the school newspaper a list of sol- 
diers in his son Jim’s Alpha Company weap- 
ons platoon. That one appeal led to a mas- 
sive outpouring, a flood, of letters and 
hometown papers and care packages. 

This is just one way—tiny way, perhaps— 
but it’s one way that Ohio is sending a mes- 
sage to the Americans stationed in the 
Middle East. That message is a simple one: 
We're with you all the way. And another 
thing, support for our mission is strong, bi- 
partisan in the sense of what Senator Van- 
denberg meant. For those of us at home, 
we believe that the best way we can serve 
our country is to debate and campaign and 
be the best Republicans and Democrats we 
can be. But we cannot allow our political 
life to be held hostage to a foreign crisis. 

When Ohioans go out to the polls, absen- 
tee ballots will be streaming in from Ameri- 
cans in uniform, including those stationed 
in the Persian Gulf. If our soldiers, sailors, 
and airmen, and marines can find the time 
to vote under such difficult circumstances, I 
hope America can count on all Ohioans to 
get out there and vote. And when you do— 
let me end it this way—when you do, I 
hope you and thousands like you around 
this great State will make George Voinovich 
the next Governor of Ohio. 

Thank you. God bless the United States of 
America. Thank you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:07 p.m. at 
the Tangier Restaurant. In his remarks, he 
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referred to Mayor Voinovich’s wife, Janet; 
Representative Michael DeWine and his 
wife, Fran; Ray C. Bliss, former State and 
national Republican Party chairman; Alex 
Arshinkoff, executive committee chairman 
of the Summit County Republican Party; 
and Bernie Kosar, quarterback for the 
Cleveland Browns football team. The Presi- 
dent also referred to Millie, the First Fami- 
ly’s dog, and Mrs. Bush’s book, “Millie’s 
Book as Dictated to Barbara Bush.” 


Remarks at a Rally for Senatorial 
Candidate Lynn Martin in Chicago, 
Illinois 


September 26, 1990 


The President. Thank you very, very 
much for that warm introduction. 

The Audience. Four more years! Four 
more years! Four more years! 


The President. Thank you, thank you. 


Thank you all. Lynn, thank you. Thank you, 
all of you. And, Lynn, thank you for that 


warm and wonderful introduction, and 
thank all of you for making me feel so at 
home. 

We were in Ohio earlier today, and the 
crowds there were almost as enthusiastic. 
One exception: I saw a lady holding up a 
sign—true story—that read, ‘Where’s 
Millie?” [Laughter] Which reminds me to 
bring you greetings from Barbara Bush. She 
salutes Lynn, as I do. 

And like Lynn, I was thrilled to see that 
wonderful turnout from the Bears, those 
great linemen. I was thrilled to be with my 
friends the Gatlins once again and, of 
course, thrilled to feel this enthusiasm here. 


I saw Jim Edgar a little earlier, and I 
don’t know if he’s still here, but I want you 
to know how strongly I support him for 
Governor. There he is. And marvelous sup- 
port for our next Governor. And then the 
next Lieutenant Governor I believe is with 
us, Bob Kustra. And the rest of our state- 
wide ticket is also here: George Ryan for 
secretary of state, Jim Ryan for attorney 
general, Gregg Baise for treasurer, and Sue 
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Suter for comptroller. We’ve got a first-class 
ticket. 

And I want to make a special notice of 
two that are with us who are running for 
the Congress, who flew with me today from 
Akron—two—back here to Chicago. And of 
course, I’m talking to two outstanding can- 
didates, both of whom have an excellent 
shot to win, Walter Dudycz and Manny 
Hoffman. We’ve got to get them in the 
Congress. I need their support. 

And I understand my old friend Pate 
Phillip is here, and Bill Weiss. And I want 
to thank them for puttimg on this magnifi- 
cent event. 

It’s great to be here, back in the Chicago 
area. And it is a particular joy to speak on 
behalf of this close friend and a national 
cochairman of my 1988 campaign, five-term 
Congresswoman, and the next Senator from 
Illinois, Lynn Martin. And I wouldn’t say it’s 
ironic but it’s appropriaté that we’re here at 
the home of the great DePaul Blue 
Demons, because come November, Lynn 
Martin is going to give the opposition one 
devil of a surprise. 

And really, you heard it. You heard a 
little taste—what’s this bug doing here? 
[Laughter] Making it very difficult. You 
heard it tonight, and really what it’s about. 
It’s because Lynn is someone that people 
believe in. She began as a working mother 
and schoolteacher and State senator, and 
then became a nationally prominent 
Member of the United States Congress, the 
first freshman ever to serve on the prestigi- 
ous Budget Committee. She won the re- 
spect of her colleagues simply by outsmart- 
ing her opponents, speaking out against in- 
justice and unfairness, and always standing 
up for the people of this great State. I be- 
lieve and Lynn believes, as we all do, that 
power should be in the hands of people, not 
government. Empowerment is at the heart 
of Lynn’s campaign, and it is a cornerstone 
of our administration’s domestic policy. 

There’s something about me. Why do I 
attract—I don’t know what it is. [Laughter] 
Thank you, thank you very much. I don’t 
know whether it’s me or Lynn. [Laughter] 
This happens sort of deja vu, as Yogi Berra 
would say, all over again. It happened 
downtown here. But in any event, they’re 
entitled to their say, and it doesn’t hurt a 
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thing. Thank God we live in a country 
where they can pay 25 bucks and have 
their say. 

But the point—back to the subject at 
hand—the point is we do stand for opportu- 
nity and empowerment for all Americans. 
You know, the Democrats believe that 
every time a new problem arises in Amer- 
ica it’s time to create a new bureaucracy. 
Turn to the Federal Government. Republi- 
cans don’t. We prefer not to expand the 
budget of the bureaucracy. But like this 
sign behind me says, “Victory on the Hori- 
zon,” we seek to expand the horizons of 
Illinoisans, young and old, from offering 
more options to parents seeking child care 
to giving students and parents more choice 
in education, from allowing tenant manage- 
ment for residents of public housing. And 
we believe in a clean environment, and we 
believe in creating free-market answers to 
environmental problems—and taking back 
our streets, incidentally, from the drug deal- 
ers and the murderers. In short, we are 
working hard to build a better America, 
and that’s why I need Lynn Martin in the 
Senate. We need a change. 

And I’m here not to speak against her 
opponent, but for her. But I have to say in 
all candor, I’d love to have someone in the 
Senate in this seat who would vote with me 
every once in a while. [Laughter] 

Lynn will help us accomplish these goals 
by helping us first keep the economy 
moving forward. You know, over the last 8 
years, we've seen the longest peacetime 
economic expansion in history. Twenty-two 
million jobs have been created. But to build 
the best America we can, we’ve got to get 
our own fiscal house in order. We must 
bring down this overwhelming Federal 
budget deficit. And that means we’ve got to 
do it now. And that means we must first 
have a budget agreement—one that main- 
tains our economic strength, bolsters our 
international competitiveness, and spurs 
continued job growth. The reason we don’t 
have an agreement is simple: Congress— 
both Houses controlled by the Democrats— 
hasn’t acted on our proposals. Let me give 
you a little history, because this is on the 
minds of the American people tonight. 

On January 29th, we sent a complete 
Federal budget to Capitol Hill. By April Ist, 
Congress was supposed to act under the 


rules. One hundred seventy-eight days 
later, we’re still waiting. On May 15th, I 
took the initiative and called on the Demo- 
cratic congressional leaders to join me in a 
bipartisan summit on the budget. That was 
134 days ago. 

On June 26th, with the budget summit 
going nowhere, I was asked by the Demo- 
cratic leaders to make a sacrifice, to allow 
everything to be put on the table, to allow 
taxes to be put on the table. Not my first 
choice. Not my second. But in a good-faith 
effort to get Congress off dead center, it 
was a concession that I felt had to be made. 
A month later, our administration prepared 
another comprehensive budget plan with 
the understanding that it would be consid- 
ered side by side with the Democratic offer, 
but the other side arrived emptyhanded. 
And that was 62 days ago, and we're still 
waiting. 

Now, I do want to clarify one point be- 
cause at this very moment the budgeteers 
are meeting again, the leaders are meeting. 
And Secretary Foley and Leader Mitchell 
raised a point that I want to clarify. Earlier 
today I said the Democrats had not come 
forward with a package. And they have put 
a series of proposals on the table in these 
private negotiations. I accept that in the 
private negotiations there have been such 
proposals. And if my statement on Air 
Force One confused things and if I can clar- 
ify it here, I want to do that. I apologize for 
misspeaking on that technical point. How- 
ever, my concern remains that we have yet 
to see from the Democrats a comprehen- 
sive plan that contains serious spending 
cuts, necessary budget process reform and 
enforcement, growth incentives, and a 
sound approach to defense. And I do hope 
that in the negotiations taking place as I 
speak that we can see the progress that will 
finally bring this process to a conclusion. 

We have proposed several 5-year, $500 
billion deficit reduction packages. The 
American people are not dumb. You’ve 
seen the headlines about these negotiations 
and the arguments over which party is “on 
the side of the working people.” I’m talk- 
ing, though, about incentives for job 
growth, capital investment, and credits for 
research and development because I want 
to continue economic growth, I want to 
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avoid a recession, and I want to produce 
more jobs for the people of Illinois. And 
that’s what this debate is about. 

We are keeping our eyes on the goal that 
does the most good for everyone, and we 
want to keep creating jobs for all the Amer- 
ican people. But without a budget agree- 
ment, 5 short days from now we'll have 
tough decisions. We'll face a $100 billion 
mandated sequester—multibillion-dollar 
across-the-board budget cuts that will have 
a damaging effect on Americans young and 
old, rural and urban. It is the law of the 
land. And I took an oath to uphold the law, 
and that’s what I’m going to do. We know 
these cuts will be tough. 

Let me just give you some examples of 
what life will be like when this sequester 
hits. For college students, Pell grants for 1.2 
million college students would be eliminat- 
ed outright. For young children, approxi- 
mately a million would not be vaccinated 
for polio, measles, and rubella. For air trav- 
elers here at O’Hare Airport, flights will be 
canceled; in fact, each day, up to 58 arrivals 
and departures would be canceled per hour 
because there won’t be enough air traffic 
controllers to ensure safe operations. 

Sequester will be painful, but it can still 
be avoided if Congress will make the tough 
choices. And as I said this morning, the 
hangup isn’t capital gains; the hangup is 
with the Democrats on Capitol Hill. 

And on this subject, you might say Lynn 
Martin sounds like a broken record, but I’m 
glad she does. We are still waiting for the 
Congress to come up with enough real 
spending cuts, cuts that are enforceable, not 
just another empty promise of future sav- 
ings waiting to be broken. We're still wait- 
ing for the Democrats in Congress to 
commit to meaningful budget reform, 
reform that builds real discipline into the 
budget process. The last thing we want is 
for this year’s budget fiasco that worries the 
American people to become next year’s in- 
stant replay. Clearly, the budget system 
cannot work if Congress will not act. 

Just yesterday, in a straight party line 
vote, House Democrats once again moved 
to dodge the budget deadline and reach 
into America’s wallet and keep government 
spending growth and the deficit ballooning. 
Only a unified Republican response was 
able to sidetrack this effort, at least tempo- 
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rarily. And while the rest of the Nation 
faces across-the-board cuts, with Head Start 
programs sitting empty without teachers 
and Social Security offices closing early, we 
simply cannot afford business as usual. It’s 
time we then sent a message to the Con- 
gress: Time has run out. Congress must act 
because America deserves better. 

And today it is especially important that 
America is economically healthy and mili- 
tarily strong, at home and abroad. Let me 
caution those who might take advantage of 
the current crisis in the Persian Gulf; those 
who might seek profit by subverting the 
sanctions; or here at home, those specula- 
tors who might try to drive up the price of 
oil. While the oil market is very tight with 
little spare capacity, there is sufficient oil to 
meet current needs. The oil markets have 
simply not taken into account the additional 
production coming onstream from a variety 
of sources nor the available commercial 
stocks. There is no justification for intensive 
and unwarranted speculation in oil futures. 

However, should the oil supply situation 
deteriorate, the United States, in concert 
with our partners in the International 
Energy Agency, is prepared to bring addi- 
tional oil to the market. And we must make 
sure that we can act quickly, if necessary. 
And, therefore, I have today directed the 
Secretary of Energy to conduct an immedi- 
ate test to the Strategic Petroleum Reserve, 
which contains 590 million barrels, by sell- 
ing 5 million barrels of SPR reserve oil. And 
I’m prepared to take additional steps, if 
necessary, to ensure that America stays 
strong right here at home. 

We all know who’s keeping America 
strong right now halfway around the world: 
those brave soldiers who left their spouses 
and children to serve in the front lines in 
the Persian Gulf. And they are some of 
America’s finest men and women, and 
we’re proud of them—proud of every single 
one of them that’s serving their country. 
I’ve said it before: Our service men and 
women are proving that America could not 
be the land of the free if it were not the 
home of the brave. 

As I mentioned before, or you may have 
detected, I have major difference with the 
Democrats in the Congress on the tax-and- 
spend issue. But in the finest tradition of 
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bipartisanship, support for our effort in the 
Middle East is strong. And I’m grateful to 
the Democratic leaders of the House and 
the Senate for this steadfast support. That’s 
what Senator Vandenberg meant years ago 
when he said: “Politics stops at the water’s 
edge.” And again, I am grateful to the 
Democrat leaders and the Members for 
their strong bipartisan support in the 
Middle East. Our effort is not Republican or 
Democrat or liberal or conservative; it is 
truly American—all American. 

You know, each one of these kids—each 
one of our soldiers in the Gulf—is a story of 
America at its best. For example, last week 
I read in the Chicago Tribune about Lor- 
raine Kuryla, a 63-year-old grandmother 
from nearby Hillside who volunteered for 
active duty with the Air Force Reserve Unit 
out of O’Hare. Her kids called her Grambo. 
[Laughter] After hearing about her tenaci- 
ty, her courage, and her toughness, all I can 
say is: “Move over, Mike Ditka.” [Laughter] 

Master Sergeant Kuryla and other reserv- 
ists alongside her are standing up to aggres- 
sion and preserving the sovereignty of na- 
tions. But our G.I.’s are in good company. 
Not only do we have 22 nations now, in- 
cluding many Arab States and the Soviet 
Union, on our side—well over half the Arab 
League, a vast majority—we have freedom 
and justice on our side. Our goals have 
been endorsed by the United Nations Secu- 
rity Council eight times. For as I told the 
joint session of Congress 2 weeks ago: 
America and the world must defend our 
common vital interests. America and the 
world must support the rule of law. Amer- 
ica and the world must stand up to aggres- 
sion. And we will not be intimidated by 
Saddam Hussein [President of Iraq]. 

Recent events prove that there is no sub- 
stitute for our American leadership in the 
shaping of a new partnership of nations. 
Lynn Martin’s known that from day one. 
Unlike others, she has consistently voted for 
a strong defense. She knows you can’t stand 
up to tyranny and despotism while reckless- 
ly slashing military levels. Her opponent 
called for bombing Iraqi pipelines, on one 
hand, and, on the other hand, cut defense 
spending by 50 percent. Not logical. People 
know Lynn stands for a strong America, 
economically and militarily. That’s another 


reason why we need Lynn Martin in the 
United States Senate. 

So many in this room have done so much 
for her campaign, and I thank you for it. 
But another important task lies ahead. On 
election day our G.I.’s, in the searing heat 
of the desert dunes and the hot glare of the 
Persian Gulf, will send in their absentee 
ballots. We owe it to those brave men and 
women, laying their lives on the line for 
peace and stability in the world, to exercise 
the precious right to vote. 

I am grateful for this tremendous rally, 
for all the work you’ve done for Lynn 
Martin. And now, go out and vote, each and 
every single one of you. Drag any unsu- 
specting customer to the polls with you. 
Let’s be sure we make Lynn Martin the 
next Republican Senator from this great 
State because Illinois deserves the best. 

Thank you, and God bless you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 8:23 p.m. in 
the Rosemont Horizon Arena. In his re- 
marks, he referred to Millie, the First Fami- 
ly’s dog; country music entertainers the 
Gatlin Brothers; DePaul University’s Blue 
Demon basketball team; State Senators 
Walter Dudycz, Manny Hoffman and Pate 
Phillip; Thomas S. Foley, Speaker of the 
House of Representatives; George Mitchell, 
majority leader of the Senate; Secretary of 
Energy James D. Watkins; and Mike Ditka, 
head coach of the Chicago Bears football 


team. 


Proclamation 6187—Gold Star Mother’s 
Day, 1990 


September 26, 1990 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Few Americans could have a more pro- 
found understanding of the price of free- 
dom than our Nation’s Gold Star Mothers. 
These proud and courageous women are 
the mothers of U.S. military personnel who 
have perished in the line of duty. 

Anyone who has been blessed with chil- 
dren knows that there is no greater heart- 
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ache than losing a son or daughter. The 
mothers of those brave and selfless Ameri- 
cans who have died to defend the lives and 
liberty of others have suffered greatly, yet 
they have also inspired us with their unfail- 
ing faith and patriotism. These women, 
known as Gold Star Mothers, merit our last- 
ing respect and gratitude. 

In his now-famous letter to Mrs. Lydia 
Bixby, a Boston widow who was reported to 
have lost several sons during the Civil War, 
President Abraham Lincoln wrote: 

I feel how weak and fruitless must be 
any words of mine which should at- 
tempt to beguile you from the grief of 
a loss so overwhelming, but I cannot 
refrain from tendering to you the con- 
solation that may be found in the 
thanks of the Republic that they died 
to save. I pray that the Heavenly 
Father may assuage the anguish of 
your bereavement, and leave you only 
the cherished memory of the loved 
and lost, and the solemn pride that 
must be yours to have laid so costly a 
sacrifice upon the altar of freedom. 


The American Gold Star Mothers have like- 
wise made an enormous sacrifice for our 
country, and, on this occasion, we echo 
President Lincoln’s timeless appeal. 

Whether they made their final stand for 
liberty and justice on the beaches of Nor- 
mandy during World War II, on the harsh 
terrain of Korea and Vietnam, or, more re- 
cently, in places such as Grenada, Lebanon, 
Panama, and the Persian Gulf region, those 
heroic Americans who have died while de- 
fending the cause of peace and freedom 
will never be forgotten. To the women who 
nurtured in them a love of God and coun- 
try, as well as a sense of duty and concern 
for others, we offer a heartfelt salute. 

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 
115 (June 23, 1936), designated the last 
Sunday in September as “Gold Star Moth- 
er’s Day” and authorized and requested the 
President to issue a proclamation in observ- 
ance of this occasion. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim September 30, 1990, as 
Gold Star Mother’s Day. I call upon all gov- 
ernment officials to display the United 
States flag on government buildings on this 
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day. I also urge the people of the United 
States to display the flag and to hold appro- 
priate meetings in their homes, churches, 
synagogues, or other suitable places, as a 
public expression of the love, sorrow, and 
reverence that our Nation holds for Ameri- 
can Gold Star Mothers. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-sixth day of Septem- 
ber, in the year of our Lord nineteen hun- 
dred and ninety, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two 
hundred and fifteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 10:28 a.m., September 27, 1990) 


Letter to Congressional Leaders on the 
Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990 


September 26, 1990 


Dear : 

It has now been more than a year since I 
sent to Congress legislation to reauthorize 
and strengthen the Clean Air Act. As you 
know, my proposal would have permanent- 
ly reduced sulfur dioxide emissions by 10 
million tons below 1980 levels, cut smog- 
causing emissions by over 40%, brought vir- 
tually all of the 100 cities now in violation 
of our air quality standards into attainment 
with those standards by the year 2000, and 
cut by more than three-quarters the 
amount of toxic emissions into America’s 
air. 

As the current session of Congress draws 
to a close, I am concerned that the House- 
Senate conference committee still has not 
completed its work and that its direction 
has strayed significantly from that of my 
proposal and of the bipartisan Administra- 
tion-Senate agreement announced in March 
of this year. In short, I fear that the slow 
progress and apparent course of the confer- 
ence committee may jeopardize enactment 
of this critically important legislation. 

It is particularly important that any bill 
presented to me for signature abide by cer- 
tain principles: 
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e It must not contain extraneous and 
costly provisions that are unrelated to 
clean air and set highly adverse prece- 
dents for other environmental legisla- 
tion; 

It must achieve, at a minimum, the 
environmental benefits I have set forth 
in my bill, and it must do so in an 
efficient manner, that is, for the lowest 
possible cost to American jobs, consum- 
ers, and businesses; and 

It must be capable of being adminis- 
tered in a straightforward and sensible 
manner, one that minimizes the kind 
of time-consuming litigation that could 
prevent the law from being imple- 
mented on schedule. 

There are several pending features of 
both bills which are not in accord with 
these principles. The conference committee 
must act quickly to produce a bill that is 
environmentally strong and economically 
sound. All Americans deserve clean air, but 
they also deserve the good jobs and rising 
living standards that only a competitive 
economy can provide. Unless the commit- 
tee produces such a bill, Congress will not 
have time to make any necessary adjust- 
ments, and the substantial progress made in 
the past 21 months will be undone. 

To help avoid that outcome, I have in- 
structed my staff to make available a com- 
prehensive proposal to the conference com- 
mittee to help break the logjam that has 
once again appeared. This comprehensive 
proposal will achieve the same environmen- 
tal benefits as either the House or Senate 
bills—and in fact it draws on the best fea- 
tures of each proposal. By employing the 
most cost-effective approaches contained in 
each, and avoiding those provisions which 
add gratuitous burdens, this compromise 
will achieve those benefits at a cost to 
America’s economy of several billion dollars 
per year less than either bill. 

It has been 13 years since the Clean Air 
Act was reauthorized. By developing a com- 
prehensive proposal and reaching an histor- 
ic agreement with you and your colleagues, 
I have worked actively to break the legisla- 
tive stalemate which has precluded earlier 
action on clean air. I offer the enclosed 
comprehensive proposal to help finish the 
job before time runs out in the current ses- 
sion of Congress. 


It would be a terrible shame, and a dis- 
service to the American people, if the pros- 
pects for cleaner air were to be scuttled 
because of a continuing impasse in the con- 
ference, or because of the addition by the 
conference of restrictive and _ inefficient 
provisions that saddle the American people 
with additional costs but yield no additional 
environmental benefits. 

Sincerely, 


George Bush 


Note: Identical letters were sent to Senators 
Max Baucus and John H. Chafee and Repre- 
sentatives John D. Dingell and Norman F. 
Lent. 


COMPREHENSIVE PROPOSAL 


Acid Rain 
e Senate acid rain provisions. 
¢ Modify House and Senate provisions on 
WEPCO (and related modification pro- 
visions in other titles) to parallel Ad- 
ministration proposal. 

The Senate acid rain provisions will pro- 
vide utilities and independent power pro- 
ducers with greater certainty and can be 
administered in a clear and efficient 
manner. The Senate acid rain provisions do 
not include extraneous provisions, such as 
the restrictions on clean coal technology 
funding found in the House bill. The ad- 
ministration’s proposed solution to WEPCO 
addresses the serious uncertainties created 
by the WEPCO decision in a balanced 
manner that protects the operation of the 
allowance trading program. 


Air Toxics 


¢ House provisions on MACT and utility 

emissions. 

¢ Senate provisions on residual risk, the 

NAS study, voluntary risk reduction, 
and NRC regulation. 

The House provisions requiring the maxi- 
mum achievable control technology cou- 
pled with the Senate provisions on residual 
risk and voluntary risk reduction will pro- 
vide for a 75- to 90-percent reduction in air 
toxics exposure in a cost-effective manner. 
The Senate National Academy of Sciences 
study and the House provision on toxic 
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emissions from utility plants will allow for 
scientifically sound regulatory decisions that 
are based on the public health risks posed 
by those emissions. 


Nonattainment 


¢ Senate title I provisions. 

The Senate provisions on _ stationary 
source controls would not saddle smaller 
businesses with excessive controls and 
would provide emissions reductions in a 
cost-effective and administratively superior 
way. The Senate title I does not include 
extraneous and potentially costly provisions, 
such as the Wise amendment on labor pro- 
tection which is unacceptable. 


Mobile Sources 


¢ House Tier I and Tier II tailpipe stand- 

ards. 

¢ Senate approach to mobile 

toxics. 

The House provisions for Tier I and Tier 
II standards for tailpipe emissions, modified 
by substituting the Senate study on mobile 
source toxics, ensure progress in reducing 
tailpipe emissions in a rational way that re- 
flects cost, need, and feasibility of controls. 


Fuels 


¢ Modified Senate reformulated gasoline 
program to include: (1) a 15 percent 
reduction in VOC and toxic emissions, 
as defined in the Senate bill; (2) a mini- 
mum 2 percent oxygenate require- 
ment; and (3) a general equivalency 
program starting in 1993, with full 
phase-in by 1995. 
Modified House oxygenated fuels pro- 
gram in all 44 CO nonattainment areas 
with a 2.7 percent oxygenate require- 
ment; and new provisions to permit 
opt-out or opt-down from the 2.7 per- 
cent requirement based on modeling 
attainment demonstrations. 
Senate nine city alternative fuels pro- 
gram with a composite standard of .75 
gpm in 1995 and .66 gpm in 2000. 
States would have the flexibility to opt- 
in to the nine city program or opt-up 
to the California program. 

This combination of Senate and House 
provisions builds upon the administration’s 
clean fuels program by achieving environ- 
mental benefits in a cost effective way. It 
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will allow for the phase-in of the most 
promising low-emitting fuels in a way that 
avoids market dislocations and supply prob- 
lems. 


Permits and Enforcement 


¢ The permit program as_ recently 
agreed to by the conferees, striking the 
permit requirements in all other titles. 
Maintain core of Senate enforcement 
provisions with House citizen suit pro- 
visions and safe harbor for firms who 
initially discover potential violations 
while conducting internal audits. 

The permit provisions found in the air 
toxics, nonattainment, and acid rain titles of 
the Senate bill are unnecessary and poten- 
tially conflicting. 


CFC’s 


¢ The CFC provisions as agreed to by 
the conferees. 


Remarks at a Fundraising Breakfast for 
Gubernatorial Candidate Jon Grunseth 
in Minneapolis, Minnesota 


September 27, 1990 


Thank you all very, very much. Thank 
you for that warm welcome. Jon, thank you 
for that generous introduction. Vicki, great 
to be with you. Also, my old friend Senator 
Dave Durenberger, delighted you’re here, 
sir. And it’s good to see our wonderful 
emcee, another friend of some time, State 
Auditor Arnie Carlson; and our State chair- 
people, Bob Weinholzer and Barb Sykora; 
and our national committee man and 
woman, Frank Graves, Evie Axdahl. What a 
team we've got. And then our next Republi- 
can in Congress, Republican taking Bill 
Frenzel’s place, Jim Ramstad. He’s got to 
win. We want him to win. I think he will 
win. 

And let me give a special hello to my 
friend and outstanding United States Sena- 
tor, Rudy Boschwitz. Rudy is up for reelec- 
tion this year, and I feel good about it. But I 
can’t think of a Senator anywhere in this 
great country more deserving of another 
term than Rudy Boschwitz. He has done an 
outstanding job for the State, and he has 
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been a strong supporter of this President 
when I’ve needed him, and I’m very, very 
grateful to him. I seldom speak for the 
Silver Fox, but, Rudy, Barbara and I wish 
you the very best. Good luck! [Laughter] 

And now to Jon’s talented runningmate, 
Sharon Clark. Let me pose a question of the 
hour: Isn’t it about time we had a hog 
farmer on the ticket? [Laughter] Talk about 
rooting for a candidate. Whoops! [Laughter] 
I knew I shouldn’t have done it; I’m sorry. 

Well, in any event, moving onward, it is 
an honor to be here, to root for Jon Grun- 
seth. His talents as a leader have been 
noted already at the Federal level several 
years now. One example: After Minnesota 
experienced the worst pipeline explosions 
in history, it was Jon who was called upon 
by his current opponent to cochair the 
Commission on Pipeline Safety. So, Presi- 
dent Reagan appointed him to the National 
Board. And I personally looked to the entire 
Grunseth family during the last Presidential 
campaign when they served on this State’s 
steering committee. So, I am very proud to 
be here today to support a great candidate. 

You know, I was talking just as we walked 
in here a few minutes ago with someone 
involved in planning this event. She told 
me that, of all the details and decisions, 
what concerned her most was the speaker. I 
said I imagined she wanted someone influ- 
ential, a world leader, a charismatic speak- 
er. And she said, “No, Mr. Gorbachev has 
already been here.” [Laughter] In any 
event, President Gorbachev came to Min- 
nesoia to see some of the leading-edge tech- 
nology being produced by your private 
sector, the kind of technology and aggres- 
sive economic enterprise Jon Grunseth un- 
derstands because he’s made it happen him- 
self. 

Today I’ve come here to affirm the kind 
of leadership that can make sure Minnesota 
moves forward with fresh ideas, new leader- 
ship and, indeed, new hope for the future. 
But before I focus on change in Minnesota, 
I'd lixe to make note of a significant change 
in our relations with Moscow. 

Over the last year, if anyone were to ask 
me what is the most meaningful and really 
hopeful sign of change in the world, I’d 
point to the quality of real cooperation now 
shared by the United States and the Soviet 
Union as we work to face down aggression 


in the Persian Gulf. It is amazing what’s 
happened, and it is strongly in our interest 
that it continue. Our two nations haven’t 
shared such unity of purpose for 45 years, 
but now in the heat of crisis in the Middle 
East, we forge reason for real hope—hope 
for a more peaceful, more stable world 
order. Through uncommon cooperation, we 
have made peace our common cause. That 
is reason for celebration. 

Still, while that kind of cooperation is 
new, there’s one thing we’ve been able to 
rely on; that is the commitment of the 
American service men and women to con- 
tain aggression and the American people’s 
support of our men and women in uniform. 
We've seen no greater proof of that com- 
mitment than right here among the people 
of Minnesota: Minnesota radio stations send- 
ing tapes of local news, Park Center High 
School students tracking down names of 
earlier graduates now in the Gulf and writ- 
ing them to let them know how the football 
team’s doing. And among so many others, I 
heard about a group here in Minneapolis, 
newly established, called S.O.C.M., Support 
Our Country’s Military. They’re a volunteer 
group providing financial and emotional 
support for people with family members in 
the military. Writing letters and sending 
board games to the troops—even arranging 
for child care to help the grandmother of 
two girls who was worried her son and 
daughter-in-law might both be called up. 
That kind of collective spirit, that kind of 
shared commitment, is important. And it is 
those actions, large and small, celebrated or 
little noticed, that make possible American 
leadership around the entire world. 

But leadership abroad—shifting back—de- 
mands good leadership here at home. Min- 
nesotans are great people, and they deserve 
a great Governor, and that’s just exactly 
what Jon Grunseth will be. You’ve got a lot 
to be proud of. Nestled in this fertile land of 
10,000 lakes, of forests and rolling farmland, 
the Twin Cities are vibrant, prosperous ex- 
amples of urban life the way it ought to be. 
You've got a diverse economy—building the 
world’s largest and fastest computers and 
producing more turkeys than almost any 
other State. [Laughter] I hope your political 
opponents don’t take that the wrong way. 
[Laughter] 
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But as one who first was exposed to Min- 
nesota in the fall of 1943, when I came out 
here as an 18-year-old kid to learn to fly 
airplanes at Wold-Chamberlain as a naval 
aviation cadet, I understand—because I saw 
it then and I’ve seen it every time I’ve 
come back here—that Minnesota’s greatest 
strength has always been its people. And so, 
today I’m here to give my whole-hearted 
support to a candidate for Governor who 
understands the power of the people them- 
selves, a candidate for change who wants to 
unleash the full potential of the great State 
of Minnesota. And once again, Jon Grunseth 
understands that and is determined to em- 
power the people. 

Jon knows—we’ve talked about this—he 
knows that a bright future for Minnesota, 
industrial and agricultural, won’t be built by 
a burgeoning bureaucracy. It will be built 
by the people, empowered and encouraged 
to make a difference for themselves and 
their communities. 

He arranged for me to meet with some 
rural educators from Minnesota today, and 
you can just feel that sense—not Federal 
Government do more but empower the 
people to help solve, in this case, the prob- 
lems of rural education. I was most im- 
pressed, Jon, by that wonderful turnout 
from these dedicated teachers that came to 
rally support for you and to tell me of their 
concerns about rural Minnesota. 

That’s why Jon’s devoted himself to re- 
forming of education, also protecting the 
environment and controlling State spend- 
ing. 

Minnesota has always had a strong, bipar- 
tisan tradition in education. But now educa- 
tion has captured national attention, and 
that says something about America because 
the importance of a well-educated citizenry 
transcends partisanship and politics. Real 
education reform demands that all of us 
work together to improve our schools. And 
that’s why this candidate isn’t interested in 
who’s taking credit for what program. He 
cares about what works—results. Results are 
what we're after. And working together 
with Jon Grunseth, results are what we are 
going to get. 

But along with this deeply held convic- 
tion on the importance of education, Jon 
shares the environmental ethic that is so 
crucial to preserving the grandeur of the 
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great North Woods. He believes, as I do, 
that we can and must recapture the herit- 
age of Teddy Roosevelt. And he under- 
stands the importance of community in- 
volvement in preservation efforts, to care- 
fully manage our wild lands and our wild- 
life. 

But Minnesota’s outstanding record on air 
and drinking water quality, conservation 
and recreation, reflects a community effort 
and a special volunteer ethic that Jon Grun- 
seth will promote and expand. And he 
knows what he’s talking about. He helped 
build a billion-dollar business, applying new 
ideas and new technology in environmental 
sanitation. As Governor, he will be a leader 
for the environment right here in Minneso- 
ta. 

And he’ll also be a leader in managing 
fiscal resources. You heard just the tip of 
the iceberg here this morning. He’s proved 
his prowess in the private sector, and he'll 
apply the same financial fortitude that he’s 
demonstrated there—he’ll apply that as 
Governor. He’s called for a cap on State 
spending and real, honest property-tax 
reform. He has said, as this party believes, 
that the answer is not to spend as much as 
you can tax, but to tax only as much as you 
need to spend. And you know, there’s a 
good lesson there for all of us. He’s abso- 
lutely right about that. 

Which brings me to my line of work. As 
you all know, we’ve been trying to reach an 
agreement on the Federal budget for 
months. Four days from today—and I lis- 
tened carefully to what Rudy said, and I 
had a chance to talk to Dave on Air Force 
One when Jon and he and I flew up here 
last night—4 days from today America, 
under the law, faces serious automatic, in- 
discriminate, across-the-board cuts in serv- 
ices of every kind. Why? Because Congress 
and that Democratic leadership there could 
not get serious about making real cuts in 
spending, enforceable cuts in spending, and 
they wouldn’t get serious about real budget 
reform. No point going through this dance 
every year; we need budget reform in 
Washington, DC. Lacking discipline of their 
own, they’ve delayed so long that that 
Gramm-Rudman meat ax is about to do it 
for them. 
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And you might say: Well, what does that 
mean to me? What does that mean to Min- 
nesotaP What does that mean to my family 
or to the schools? What does it mean to 
you? It means many—and this is not a worst 
case or what they call in Washington the 
Washington Monument  syndrome—it 
means many of Minnesota’s spectacular 
parks, recreation, wildlife management pro- 
grams will be shut down; they'll be closed. 
Funds to curb demand for illegal drugs 
through prevention and treatment will be 
cut by one third—Federal programs. Air 
traffic controller cutbacks will lead to delays 
and cancellations. And nearly 1.5 million 
college students will lose their Pell grants 
because the Congress could not do its 
homework. 

These cuts—the figure is $100 billion in 
all, total—will be hard for everyone to take. 
And there may be teachers who can’t go to 
work in Head Start programs. There may 
be senior citizens wondering why their 
Social Security checks are late. We can’t 
afford business as usual. The American 
people deserve better, and the people of 
Minnesota deserve better. 


Let me give you a little history. Back in 
January I sent a complete budget up to the 
Hill. There was a deadline set by them- 
selves, as Rudy and Dave know. The leader- 
ship there missed the deadline—it was in 
April—they missed the deadline to respond. 
And in May I then convened a budget 


summit—some of you may remember 
that—to get things moving. In June they 
still weren’t moving. And the Democrats, 
seeking political gain because they know 
how I feel about taxes and they know how I 
feel about spending, demanded that I put 
everything on the table, including taxes, to 
get Congress off dead center. And I had to 
make a decision. It was a tough decision. 
But to put our fiscal house in order, I did 
what had to be done to get Congress to act. 

And they acted, all right—they acted like 
they had all the time in the world. And so, 
in July I offered up another budget plan 
that would save half a trillion dollars over 5 
years, and again I extended a hand to the 
Members of Congress, asking them to work 
together in good faith. And again, they did 
not respond. We talked about the summer 
recess, and I said, Would it help to keep the 
Congress inP The Democratic leadership 


said, No, don’t do that. That will be coun- 
terproductive. That will make it more diffi- 
cult to get a job. So, I complied there with 
that request—my gut instinct being we 
ought to have kept Congress there in 
August to get the job done. 

Now, 2 months have passed since I made 
that proposal, and they have still offered no 
serious comprehensive plan with the 
needed budget reforms to reduce the defi- 
cit. And 4 days from now, sequestration will 
become a tragic fact of life. So, I call on the 
Congress again: Deal with this deficit 
through real, enforceable spending cuts and 
meaningful budget reform now. 

Talks are going on probably—well, prob- 
ably now, but certainly within a few min- 
utes, the clock ticking. And I’m very hope- 
ful that the Congress will get the message 
and that there will be the compromise 
that’s needed to keep this country from 
screeching to a halt at this critical time. 

You know, everything I read, everyone I 
talk to, tells me that they are fed up with 
the Federal lawmakers’ evasion of responsi- 
bility. You hear this new thrust there. And 
thank heavens we have people like Rudy 
Boschwitz in the Congress, in the Senate, 
this year, up for election, who sets an exam- 
ple that sends a strong message to the 
Democratic leadership and the Democratic 
opposition. 

We need leaders who are going to fight 
for fiscal discipline in every branch of gov- 
ernment and at all levels, from the White 
House to the Minnesota statehouse. And 
that’s reason enough to be here this morn- 
ing, because I do believe that here in Min- 
nesota Jon Grunseth will make sure that 
spending stays under control. It has to 
happen at the Federal level, and it must 
happen at the State level. I honestly know 
in my heart that he’ll make a great Gover- 
nor. 

It’s been a genuine pleasure to come back 
here and join you today. But before I go, 
there’s one more thing: Let me ask each 
one of you to make an effort to get out the 
vote this fall. On the farms and fields, in the 
suburbs and cities, make sure that the 
people of Minnesota know what’s at stake 
here. In an era that celebrates the dawning 
of democratic freedoms around the world, 
when so many who have struggled so long 
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have at last found their voice, those who 
live in freedom should never rob them- 
selves of the priceless power of the ballot. 
Encourage people to exercise that power, to 
confirm the kind of leadership they’re after, 
and to preserve the enduring glow of the 
North Star State. 

By electing Jon Grunseth and by electing 
a Republican majority in the State legisla- 
ture, you can unleash new ideas and bring 
about a change for an even greater Minne- 
sota. 

Thank you for what you’re doing. God 
bless you, and God bless the United States 
of America. Thank you all very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 8:27 a.m. in 

the Nicollet Ballroom at the Hyatt Regency 

Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to Jon 
Grunseth’s wife, Vicki. Prior to the break- 

fart the President met with educators at the 
otel. 


Remarks at a Fundraising Luncheon for 


Gubernatorial Candidate George 
Voinovich in Cleveland, Ohio 
September 27, 1990 


Thank you, George, for those kind words. 
Janet, what a pleasure it is to see you again. 

Before we begin, I just got some good 
news from Washington. Just moments ago, 
the Senate Judiciary Committee strongly 
endorsed my outstanding nominee for the 
United States Supreme Court, Judge David 
Souter. It was a 13-to-1 vote, and they rec- 
ommended Judge Souter to the Senate. And 
I called and thanked Senator Biden just 
now and Senator Thurmond, two ranking 
Members on that important committee. I 
now would urge the full Senate to act as 
quickly as possible to confirm this man. He 
is an outstanding jurist, and I want to see 
him join his colleagues on the Nation’s high- 
est court, as the Court’s new session begins 
next week. But I think that is good news for 
all of us who are committed to the Consti- 
tution of the United States. He’ll be a 
superb Justice for the Supreme Court. 

I understand now that—back to the busi- 
ness at hand—Wayne, you say you were in 
charge of the budget for the Cavs [Cava- 
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liers]P If so, come with me on Air Force 
One. We have a mission to do. [Laughter] 
In Texas, as they say, we could use a man of 
your “big” over there. [Laughter] But thank 
you, sir, for being here and emceeing this. 
To Rabbi Rube, thank you, sir. We heard 
outside your very generous blessing. 

I understand that most of our statewide 
ticket is here. I know Bob Taft is. Bob, 
where are you? Would you please stand up? 
[Applause] It’s very important that Bob win 
as secretary of state—that race and then the 
next one, Jim Petro. Jim, are you out here 
someplace? I can’t see too well. But in any 
event, that’s the State auditor’s job Jim’s 
running for, and that one’s a key race be- 
cause between the Governor and these two 
races it has an awful lot to say about fair, 
nongerrymandering redistricting. And also, 
another old friend of mine running state- 
wide, Judith Brachman for State treasurer. I 
know she’s here, because I saw her. Judith, 
please stand up wherever you may be. 
Maybe she fled. 

Then, the ones who couldn’t join us 
today: Mike DeWine, who was with me yes- 
terday—but his wife, Fran, is here, and 
want to wish her well—a wonderful candi- 
date for Lieutenant Governor. And then, 
the other is an old friend of mine, Paul 
Pfeifer, who we want to see elected attor- 
ney general. So, we have an outstanding 
ticket this year for the whole statewide of- 
fices in Ohio. 

Of course, there’s another that I want to 
pay tribute to, a person that makes it all 
possible. That is Bob Bennett, the chair of 
the Ohio State party. And then, of course, 
my old friend and compadre in the political 
wars from—lI don’t want to date him or me, 
but he goes back a long time—Bob Hughes 
up here. And Paul Mifsud. These are politi- 
cal operators, and good ones. 

I'd be remiss if I didn’t single out my old 
friend who gives me lots of free advice 
about the caribou and how to run the coun- 
try, and I mean Jim Rhodes, who served 
this State with such distinction. 

Now, with Wayne Embry, the general 
manager of the Cavs; Dick Jacobs, owner of 
the Indians; and Art Modell, my old friend, 
the owner of the Cleveland Browns—Art, I 
don’t know how the Browns are going to do 
this year—[/aughter|—but I can tell you one 
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thing: The way the fans throw the dog bis- 
cuits out onto the field, the Browns are Mil- 
lie’s favorite team. [Laughter] 

But look, I mean this, it is great to be 
back here, and I look around this room out 
there, and then others up here, and I see so 
many to whom Barbara and I are indebted 
for your having given us the support that 
was required, the support that we needed 
when we were running for office, and now, 
most recently, when I ran for President of 
the United States. So, it is great to be back 
here, the capital city of the North Coast, to 
show my support now for one of the real 
standouts on Capitol Hill, a man who has 
been strong and effective in Washington. 
And again, I want to refer to him, because 
he’s not here today. He’s now ready to 
serve this State as Lieutenant Governor; I 
mean Mike DeWine. I wish he were here. 
You’ve got to know him. He’s going to be a 
superb Lieutenant Governor. 

And now to the piece de resistance. 
Center stage there’s the man who lead this 
city’s comeback, the man who’s served with 
distinction in a career that spans 3 decades 
in elective office. And I’m talking about the 
next Governor of the Buckeye State, Cleve- 
land’s own George Voinovich. Please give 
him a round of strong endorsement. [Ap- 
plause} 1 want to again say hello to a 
woman who will make a great first lady, 
one that Barbara Bush loves, Janet Voino- 
vich. Janet, good luck to you on the cam- 
paign trail. 

I’m always a little leery about having 
George and me at the same event. You 
don’t want the audience to suffer from a 
charisma overdose. [Laughter] We agreed 
not to speak too long because we realize 
you can only stand so much excitement, you 
know, here in Cleveland. [Laughter] 

Cleveland may be the home to the Rock 
and Roll Hall of Fame; but let me tell you, 
come November 6th, George Voinovich is 
going to make the opposition shake, rattle, 
and roll. You can count on him to lead the 
way, to make Ohio one of the great path- 
breaking States in the nineties—in Ohio’s 
cities and towns, where crime and drugs 
breed fear and violence and threaten our 
whole fabric of society, our sense of com- 
munity. In Ohio’s schools, he knows as well 
as I do that the key to competitiveness to- 
morrow is our classrooms of today. 


He will bring the same drive and deter- 
mination, the same intelligence and integri- 
ty to the Ohio statehouse that he brought to 
Cleveland’s city hall. The people of Ohio 
can count on George Voinovich—Governor 
Voinovich—to create a climate for growth; 
to work with the business community to 
help the Ohio economy adapt and advance, 
attract new businesses, and—you heard 
him—create new jobs; to help the Ohio en- 
trepreneur realize his dreams. 

Take a look at this man’s track record 
right here in Cleveland, the way he re- 
tooled this proud smokestack city to meet 
the high-tech challenges of the 1990’s. The 
bottom line is beyond doubt: George Voino- 
vich has developed a formula for success 
that can work statewide, right down from 
Cleveland to Cincinnati and in every city in 
between. George knows what it takes to 
keep this economy on the upswing. And 
rest assured, we’re going to do our part in 
Washington to help this State prosper and 
grow. 

And it starts with a sound Federal 
budget. Unfortunately, we’re running out of 
time to put our fiscal house in order. Four 
short days from now the fiscal year ends, 
and there’s still no budget agreement in 
hand. 

You’ve seen the headlines about these ne- 
gotiations, and you’ve heard the arguments 
over which party is on the side of the work- 
ing people. Well, let me tell you, let me tell 
you what Americans want. They want to 
keep on working. Ohioans want to keep on 
working. And the last thing they need is a 
budget breakdown that puts us on the road 
to recession. 

We need a budget agreement to help 
maintain our economic vitality, our com- 
petitiveness, and our job creation. And 
that’s why I continue to push the Congress 
to enact incentives for job growth; incen- 
tives that promote savings and investment, 
research and development; incentives that 
will help us sustain economic expansion and 
steer clear of recession. We need an agree- 
ment that contains real spending cuts and 
the means to enforce these real spending 
cuts. No more promises to spend now and 
save later. And finally, I insist on agreement 
that will reform the budget process itself. 
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Let this be the last time that the American 
taxpayer is forced to witness a fiscal fiasco. 

And I don’t want to sound defensive, but 
I made a good-faith effort to reach agree- 
ment. Let me review a little history. In Jan- 
uary I sent a complete budget to Congress, 
and under the rules, Congress was due to 
respond on April lst. And Congress, with 
both Houses controlled by the Democrats, 
failed to respond. So, in mid-May—you may 
remember this one—we began this budget 
summit process—135 days ago. A month 
later, when the talks were at an impasse, I 
was asked by the Democratic leadership to 
allow taxes to be put on the table—it’s like 
making me eat broccoli—{laughter}—put 
them on the table. They called on me to 
make a sacrifice. It wasn’t my first choice, it 
wasn’t my second chcice, but it’s a conces- 
sion I made to get Congress moving. And 
that was over 3 months ago, and still, no 
agreement. In late July, after both sides 
pledged to put forward a comprehensive 
budget plan, we delivered. Congress de- 
layed. And since then, we’ve advanced a 
number of serious proposals built around a 
5-year, $500-billion deficit reduction pack- 
age; and still Congress has failed to offer a 
comprehensive plan with serious spending 
cuts, real budget-process reform and en- 
forcement, incentives for growth, and a 
sound approach to the defense of this coun- 
try. 

Because of congressional inaction, the 
Nation is now 4 days away from mandated 
sequestration—$100 billion in across-the- 
board budget cuts that will hit hard all 
across America. The sequester will—it will 
cause real pain, and no one wants to see it 
take effect. But without an agreement, the 
lever of sequestration is the only way to 
force the Congress to make tough choices. 

Take a look—let me just give you some 
examples—take a look at what sequestration 
will mean. For air travelers, it will mean 
cutbacks in air traffic control. And this will 
mean untold hours of flight delays and, in 
many cases, flight cancellations. For anyone 
living near a toxic waste site, it means no 
new cleanups, a complete stop in all the 
new Superfund projects. For college stu- 
dents, it means the loss of 1.2 million Pell 
grants. And with over 130,000 college stu- 
dents in the Cleveland area alone, that’s 
bound to take its toll. 
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Of course, there are 4 more days now 
until the ax falls, and it isn’t too late to act. 
So, today I say again to the United States 
Congress: Don’t delay 1 day longer. Prove 
to the American taxpayer once and for all 
that we can deal with this impossible defi- 
cit. Let’s get it down once and for all. 

And another point: reaching a sound 
budget agreement is critical. We simply 
cannot fail to put our fiscal house in order, 
especially now, with the challenge that we 
face halfway around the world in the Per- 
sian Gulf. 

Let me speak for a moment about what 
this crisis ‘s all about. When Iraq crossed 
over the Kuwaiti border—when Saddam 
Hussein [President of Iraq] set out to erase 
the existence of a sovereign nation that 
posed no threat to his own, he set in motion 
what is really the first test of this new post- 
war era. The stakes are clear. The world 
community must act to draw the line 
against Saddam’s outlaw act. Failure is an 
invitation to further aggression. Success is a 
step into a new partnership of nations, 
more peaceful, stable, and secure than 
we've ever known before. And I am confi- 
dent that we can succeed. World response, 
as George referred to it, has been swift and 
certain; and Saddam Hussein must know 
now that the world will not allow his outlaw 
aggression to stand. 

As I mentioned before, I have major dif- 
ferences with the more liberal elements of 
the Democratic Party and with some of the 
leaders in this Congress on this budget 
question—I don’t hide that—and, yes, on 
other issues like our crime bill and on our 
education bill and—but let me just say this 
in fairness. In the finest tradition of partner- 
ship, support for our Middle East effort is 
strong; and that is what, you remember, 
Senator Vandenberg meant years ago when 
he said that politics stops at the water’s 
edge. I am proud of our country. And I am 
very proud of the way the Democrat and 
Republican leadership as well as Members 
of Congress have pulled together, for our 
support effort is not Republican or Demo- 
crat or liberal or conservative; it is truly 
American. 

And I can sense this when you meet with 
or interact with the American people. And 
I wish you could have been in the car 
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riding in from the airport with George 
Voinovich and me and the mayor of Cleve- 
land today. You could feel the support for 
what America is trying to do in leading all 
around the world. You could feel it from 
the hardhats in the construction projects or 
those working around that airport or those 
that—more white-collar jobs—when we 
came in here. It was for me a very emotion- 
al experience knowing that the American 
people stand steadfast in support of the 
principles I’ve outlined all the way around 
there in the Middle East. It is a wonderful 
thing. And I will do my level best to keep 
our country out front and to hold this fan- 
tastic international coalition together. 

Now, let me close with a word of recogni- 
tion for the young men and women in our 
Armed Forces, on duty now over there, 
halfway around the world, servicemen like 
Private First Class John Rrickley—known as 
the Brick to his old teammates on the 
Orange High School football team—now 
serving with the 82d Airborne; like Air 
Force Staff Sergeant John Kinton—a three- 
sport athlete from Cleveland’s Collinwood 
High—or as he’s now called, Tiffany, as in 
“Breakfast at Tiffany’s.” And Sergeant Kin- 
ton’s tent kitchen serves up some of the 
best pancakes and scrambled eggs in Saudi 
Arabia—{laughter|—a little bit of home out 
in the sand and hot sun. 

These two men—all our soldiers, sailors, 
airmen, and marines, deserve every ounce 
of our support. And with them in mind, I 
want to add just one more thing—and, inci- 
dentally, I might tell you, every member of 
the Joint Chiefs I’ve talked to has told me, 
as they looked back over their shoulders in 
history of military service in this country, 
that never have we had more motivated, 
better educated, or more dedicated troops 
than the men and women that are serving 
in Saudi Arabia right now. It is a great trib- 
ute to the young people in this country. 

But I'd like to just add one more thing, a 
message to all Ohioans as November 6th 
draws near. Right now, in the sands of 
Saudi Arabia, the young men and women of 
our armed services are teaching us a lesson 
about what it means to love liberty, the 
precious freedom that gives America its 
meaning. And I urge every citizen in 
Cleveland and all across this great State to 
get out and vote. Do not take democracy 


for granted. And so, that’s the message. 
Please participate. And ail of you here are 
doing that in this magnificent support for 
our outstanding candidate for Governor. 

Once again, let me thank you for this 
warm welcome back to Cleveland. I’m 
proud to be here to show my support for 
Mike DeWine, and for the man I am sure is 
well on his way to the statehouse, your next 
Governor, George Voinovich. 

May God bless the State of Ohio, and God 
bless the United States of America. Thank 
you all very, very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:40 p.m. in 
the Grand Ballroom at Stouffer's Tower 
City Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to 
Robert Hughes, Cuyahoga County Republi- 
can Party chairman; Paul Mifsud, manager 
of the George Voinovich for Governor cam- 
paign; Jim Rhodes, former Governor of 
Ohio; and Michael White, mayor of Cleve- 
land. The President also referred to Millie, 
the First Family’s dog. Following the lunch- 
eon, he met with Eastern European-Ameri- 
can community leaders at the hotel. 


Remarks at a Fundraising Dinner for 
Senatorial Candidate Bill Schuette in 
Detroit, Michigan 

September 27, 1990 


I was going to say it’s nice to be back 
where I started; but I think back to that 
Republican Convention right here in De- 
troit, 1980, and maybe that’s not an over- 
statement. But in any event, thank you for 
the warm welcome. And to my dear friend, 
close friend, Max Fisher, thank you for that 
most generous introduction. And I’m proud, 
once again, sir, to be back at your side. 

To Bill Laimbeer, it’s amazing—{laugh- 
ter|—how one of the “bad boys” can do 
such a good job as master of ceremonies. 
[Laughter] 

And of course, I want to salute another 
old friend, a man that helped me enor- 
mously in 1988, a man who is going to be 
the next Governor of this great State, John 
Engler. John, good luck to you. Best of luck. 

And one who next January will become a 
sorely needed Republican Congressman, 
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Jim Dingeman. Jim, where are you? Some- 
where—right back in the middle. Good luck 
to you. And I also want to single out an- 
other traveler with me on Air Force One, a 
member of my Cabinet, doing an outstand- 
ing job, my superb Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs, Ed Derwinski. Where is Ed? 
Anyway, he’s here. Oh, right here. There 
he is. How could I miss him? 

And also I want to extend a warm wel- 
come to your State party leadership—our 
chairman, Spence Abraham, over here. 
Spence, good to see you again. And Detroit 
city councilman Reverend Keith Butler, 
welcome. Down there. And Larry Patrick, 
school board chairman. And finally, Jer- 
maine Davis, who did such a great job of 
going with the Pledge of Allegiance. And 
that’s it. You’ve got a lot of big shots out 
there. 

So, thank you all. And ladies and gentle- 
men and honored guests, I appreciate the 
chance to be with you and, what’s more, 
the chance to support a man who can pro- 
vide “the change we need” and that Michi- 
gan needs; and that is the next Senator 
from the State of Michigan, Bill Schuette. 

Now, I was told that Bill wanted a speak- 
er who is beloved in Michigan, a man 
known for his popularity, quick reaction, 
grace under pressure. Unfortunately, Isiah 
Thomas could not make it—{/aughter|—and 
so I’m here instead. 

This past summer, Isiah, Bill, and the rest 
of Chuck Daly’s team visited the White 
House after winning the NBA title. Today— 
and we saluted that winning team—and 
today we salute another winning team: the 
entire Michigan Republican ticket. And I 
want to salute all of you who’ve worked so 
hard and long at the grassroots level. 

That support has never been more crucial 
than in this election year of 1990. Together, 
we must maintain our majority in the State 
senate and gain a majority of the house of 
representatives. Together we must elect a 
Governor who ensures fair reapportion- 
ment. No more gerrymandering! We need a 
Governor to guarantee fair reapportion- 
ment, and of course, that’s John Engler, 
once again. And together, we must bring 
change and new ideas to Michigan by elect- 
ing the Man from Midland, Bill Schuette. 

You all know him, but let me just recite a 
little background: educated at Georgetown 
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University and the University of San Fran- 
cisco Law School; became a practicing at- 
torney up in the Saginaw Valley, then at 30, 
the energetic, outstanding Congressman 
from the 10th District. The Detroit News 
calls him an unusually fine candidate. Bob 
Dole calls him the clear candidate. Guy 
Vander Jagt calls him a natural. For my 
part, I plan to call him Senator. 

Let me tell you why I support him. He’s 
a friend, first. When he was managing my 
Michigan campaign in 1980, he drove me 
around the State in his car and in his moth- 
er’s jeep. We spent more time on the road 
together than Hope and Crosby. [Laughter] 
So, if anyone tries to tell you that he’s not a 
man of character, that Bill Schuette is not 
the candidate who can do more for Michi- 
gan’s future, then tell them to ask some- 
body who knows him. Tell them to ask 
George Bush. 

Without going into great detail, let me 
mention several issues where he can be 
“the change we need.” The first is educa- 
tion. He knows that excellence in our 
schools comes from accountability, flexibil- 
ity, and more parental choice in their chil- 
dren’s education. I need Senators like him 
to help pass our administration’s Education- 
al Excellence Act that for 17 months has sat 
on the Congressman’s desk without any 
movement at all. The American people 
voted for that kind of education program 
when they elected me in 1988, and they’ve 
got no action on it because it’s been sty- 
mied by the old thinkers who want to con- 
tinue to have the Federal Government 
figure out all the answers from back there. I 
want the Michigan input into the educa- 
tional excellence, and the way to get it is to 
get more like Bill Schuette in the Senate. 

And the second issue—and it’s of great 
concern to everybody in this beautiful 
State—is the environment. And here, too, 
Bill is what we need. He backed legislation 
to protect the Great Lakes from the oil- 
spills, and yet he also believes we don’t 
have to throw people out of work to protect 
these resources. For 14 months, Congress 
has delayed our administration’s bill to re- 
write the Clean Air Act, and I need Bill 
Schuette and Senators like him to help pass 
a Clean Air Act that I can sign. 
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And next, the third issue, where the 
needed change Bill can bring will help 
America—and I don’t know whether 
they’re number one issues or two, but this is 
right up at the top—and I’m talking about 
crime and drugs. Bill supports our Compre- 
hensive Violent Crime Control Act. And he 
and I want a crime bill with a workable 
death penalty for the killers of Federal law 
enforcement officers. And we want a bill 
that gets tougher on the criminals and cares 
more about the victims of crime, not one 
that slaps the handcuffs on the police offi- 
cers. And we’ve got such a bill, and it’s 
gone nowhere because of the liberal control 
of the Congress. 

So far, I’ve talked about Bill’s views— 
some of his views and achievements. And if 
that isn’t enough for you, think about this 
one: Last month he won the celebrity cow 
milking contest at the Michigan State Fair. 
[Laughter] But even without that experi- 
ence, Bill Schuette knows it’s the cows who 
should be milked, not taxpayers. [Laughter] 

Which leads to a final domestic issue 
where change is needed. And of course, I 
refer to what he mentioned, the Federal 
budget negotiations, and to this twilight 
zone of sequestration, now just 4 days from 
now—4 days away. 

Let me take a moment—not to bore you 
to death—but I just want—it’s important. 
We're going right down to the wire, this 
nation is, towards sequestration. So, let me 
take a moment to briefly sketch the history 
of these negotiations. 

Last February I proposed a budget for 
the coming fiscal year, and Congress by its 
own rules needed to respond by April. It 
did not. In May, in order to get Congress 
off the dime, I called for a budget summit, 
bringing together the leaders of the Repub- 
licans and the Democrats in both Houses of 
the Congress. And by the end of June, the 
talks were going nowhere. To jump-start 
the budget process, I agreed to the demand 
of the Democratic leadership to put every- 
thing on the table, including revenues, in- 
cluding taxes. I didn’t want to, but feit I 
had to, to get this deficit down and get the 
Democrats off of dead center. And 1 month 
later, we prepared another revised compre- 
hensive budget plan—we did, and again, 
the Democrats came up emptyhanded. And 
that was 2 months ago. I thought about 


keeping Congress in session in August. I 
talked to the leaders and they asked me not 
to do that. They felt it would be counter- 
productive and that if I didn’t do that we’d 
have a better chance to get a budget agree- 
ment early in September. So, once again, I 
compromised and went along, hoping that 
this would be the approach to use to get a 
deficit reduction deal early in September. 

And here we are, 4 days from sequestra- 
tion, and today Congress still refuses to 
make real spending cuts, enforceable cuts, 
or enact real budget-process reform that 
we've got to have. And the resultP Under 
Gramm-Rudman-Hollings, we face a man- 
dated sequestration that will cause $100 bil- 
lion—$100 billion—in automatic spending 
cuts. Need this occur? Of course not. If it 
occurs, there will be no doubt whatsoever 
about who is responsible: a Congress addict- 
ed to tax and spend. 

And here are just a few examples of what 
would happen—and this isn’t what we call 
in Washington the Washington Monument 
syndrome, when you cite all the things that 
ought to go on in order to get your way 
with the Congress or something of that 
nature. Let me tell you what would happen 
under sequestration. Here in Detroit, the 
Social Security office will be closed on Fri- 
days. Hundreds of young children will be 
cut off from Head Start funding. And inves- 
tigations of white-collar criminals will drop 
by 25 percent. All of this and more will 
happen—much, much more—unless Con- 
gress does what it was elected to do: serve 
the American people. 

And so, today I call on the Congress to do 
exactly that—to avoid sequestration and, in- 
stead, help fix the budget problem. We 
need the Congress, particularly the Demo- 
crats, to support growth incentives—growth 
incentives that promote savings, job cre- 
ation, and capital investment. Congress has 
got to stop being manic-depressive: manic 
on spending, depressive for the economy. 
[Laughter] 

And one more thing: If Congress doesn’t 
see the light, on November 6th the voters 
will make it feel the heat, because they 
know where the blame for the delay stands. 

Bill Schuette, of course, has always seen 
the light at home, as a member of the 
budget committee, receiving the Golden 
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Bulldogs award from the Watchdogs of the 
Treasury. That’s an organization that’s 
trying to keep spending down. Watchdogs 
of the Treasury—the Golden Bulldog 
award—our dog Millie liked that award. 
[Laughter] Incidentally, I bring you—be- 
cause I talked to her this morning at 5 a.m. 
I woke up at 5 a.m., and I was on the next 
time zone over. And I thought, Well, Bar- 
bara is always up at 6 am., so I called. 
Regrettably, she was in Texas, and it was 
also 5 a.m., and I did not get an overly 
warm welcome. But I did tell her I was 
going to be here this evening. She shares 
my affection for Bill Schuette and for Max 
Fisher and for so many people in the room. 
So, I bring you warm regards from the 
Silver Fox, who in my view is doing an 
outstanding job for education all across this 
country. 

But look, in all seriousness, Bill knows 
that we’ve got to meet this budget chal- 
lenge to keep us economically strong; Max, 
an experienced businessman, once again 
driving that point home to me this evening. 
And as I look around the room, I am sure 
there is unanimous agreement that we’ve 
got to get a deal that’s going to bring this 
deficit down once and for all. So, I hope 
that the negotiations that are going on right 
now—right this minute—that the Congress 
will result finally in the kind of budget 
agreement that I can accept and bring to 
you, the American people, for approval. 

Bill also knows that we’ve got to meet 
our challenges abroad. You heard him refer 
to that. So, in closing, let me just discuss an 
area where change is especially urgent. And 
I refer to the need for more Senators who 
understand, like Bill, that when it comes to 
national defense, preparedness is not some- 
thing to rest upon. Preparedness is some- 
thing to build upon. All of us know that we 
must defend civilized values around the 
world. So, we are resolved that aggression 
in the Persian Gulf cannot stand. 

Our four objectives in the Gulf reflect a 
multinational resolve. Iraq must withdraw 
from Kuwait immediately and completely. 
Kuwait’s legitimate government must be re- 
stored. The security and the stability of the 
Persian Gulf must be maintained. And 


American citizens and others must be pro- 
tected abroad. Those are our four objec- 
tives, and I will see that those four objec- 
tives are fulfilled. 

I hope I don’t need to repeat it, but let 
me say those objectives are unchanged. And 
we can’t say how long it will take to reach 
these objectives. We don’t know what sacri- 
fice will be demanded, but this we do 
know: America will not stay in the Persian 
Gulf 1 day longer than necessary, but we 
will remain for as long as we need to com- 
plete our mission. 

This means that our friends and allies 
must be with us, and they are. Think of 
what Max referred to: the unprecedented 
support in the United Nations, or aid—eco- 
nomic or military—from a variety of coun- 
tries. Think of the support of the American 
people. They know that no country should 
mug another and get away with it. Finally, 
especially think of how our service men and 
women are standing for us, reflecting 
America at her finest. What wonderful kids 
we have in the Armed Forces, all volun- 
teers, every single one of them proudly 
serving with an unprecedented morale. The 
greatest soldiers, airmen, and marines that 
any country could have are how that the 
best way to keep the peace is to keep 
America militarily strong. 

Just a couple of examples—all sons and 
daughters of Michigan now on active duty 
in Saudi Arabia. Navy Petty Officer Leslie 
Rogers is a medic from Williamston. He’s 
standing shoulder to shoulder for what is 
right and good with colleagues like Lans- 
ing’s Enrico Arquisola, serving aboard the 
U.S.S. Independence, or Army Engineer 
Todd Dimock of Mount Morris or First 
Lieutenant Stacey Miller—she’s from Kala- 
mazoo—of the Air Force’s 379th Combat 
Support Group. These men and women re- 
flect the true caliber of America and the 
vital essence of our mission. They show that 
America would not be the land of the free 
if it were not also the home of the brave. 

Now, I think you may have detected that 
I have some disagreements with the Con- 
gress—liberal Democrats, particularly—on 
the budget issue—and I do—and, quite 
frankly, on a number of other issues as well, 
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where Bill Schuette and I stand in one 
place on education, crime, child care and 
those that control the Congress on the 
other party stand exactly 180 degrees oppo- 
site. But there’s one thing we do agree, and 
we agree strongly on it, and that is support 
for our service men and women in the Gulf. 
I am proud of them, and I am proud of the 
congressional leadership—Democrat and 
Republican—as well as individual Members 
for the way that they’ve pulled together to 
stand up against aggression. This is exactly 
what Senator Vandenberg meant years ago 
when he said that politics stops at the 
water’s edge. We should all be grateful for 
this kind of bipartisan support because our 
effort is not Republican or Democrat, liber- 
al and conservative: it is an American effort, 
and it’s gained the respect of everybody 
around the world. 

And lastly, Bill Schuette knows that, 
while our forces are defending us around 
the world, we must provide leadership here 
at home and that a Senate sharing this 
belief can help build a truly better America. 
So, now let’s go out and get out the vote. 
Let’s win the statehouse. Let’s win the 
Senate. Let’s win both houses of the State 
legislature. Let’s pick up seats in the USS. 
Senate and House of Representatives. Let’s 
elect Republican Congressmen and John 
Engler as Governor. And let’s roll up our 
sleeve and elect a superb United States Sen- 
ator. 

Thank you for this evening. God bless the 
United States. And let’s make Bill Schuette 
the next Senator from the great State of 
Michigan. Thank you very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 6:42 p.m. in 
the Renaissance Ballroom at the Westin 
Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to Max 
Fisher, honorary dinner chairman, and Bill 
Laimbeer, Isiah Thomas, and Chuck Daly, 
players and head coach of the Detroit Pis- 
tons basketball team, respectively. Prior to 
the dinner, the President met with Eastern 
European-American community leaders and 
major campaign contributors. A tape was 
not available for verification of the content 
of these remarks. 


Remarks and an Exchange With 
Reporters Prior to Discussions With 
President Zhelyu Zhelev of Bulgaria 


September 28, 1990 


President Zhelev. Mr. President, I’m very 
grateful for the time you spare to receive 
us, considering your busy schedule. It’s a 
great support for our young democracy 
indeed. 

President Bush. We're wishing that 
young democracy all the best. The Ameri- 
can people are very excited about the 
changes. 

Q. Are you pleased with the way things 
are going at home in this democratic 
change? 

President Zhelev. Generally, yes. Our 
country has embarked firmly upon the road 
of democracy. And for our nation, this is a 
symbolic visit because the greatest democ- 
racy in the world is extending a helpful 
hand to the youngest democracy in Europe. 

President Bush. We're very anxious to 
see this democratic change solidified and 
continuing in a lot of countries. But we 
have great respect for what you’re trying to 
do, a great respect for that. 

Just wanted to have a chance to wish you 
well and to say in front of the press here in 
our country and around the world that the 
changes in Eastern Europe have really cap- 
tured the imagination of the American 
people. Every place you go, people are talk- 
ing about it. I’ve been meeting the last 
couple of days in our Midwest with ethnic 
Americans from different heritage groups, 
and the excitement is still very high, very 
high. 

Q. Mr. President, would you convey some 
words for the Bulgarian television? 

President Zhelev. The processes in Bul- 
garia are irreversible. Mr. President, this 
country’s no longer a Communist, a totali- 
tarian state. We have a multiparty system, 
for instance, independent trade unions, free 
press, independent radio and television, a 
democratically elected parliament, and a 
democratically elected President in my ca- 
pacity. 

President Bush. It is this kind of exciting 
change that has the full support of the 
American people. I hope you feel that in 
your visit now. 
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Q. Mr. President, some words for the Bul- 
garians? 

President Bush. 1 just said that we sup- 
port strongly the democratic change all 
across Eastern Europe. Thank you all very 
much. 


Note: President Zhelev spoke at 10:06 a.m. 
in the Oval Office at the White House. A 
tape was not available for verification of 
the content of these remarks. 


Remarks Following Discussions With 
Amir Jabir al-Ahmad al-Jabir Al Sabah 
of Kuwait 


September 28, 1990 


The President. Well, it is my great pleas- 
ure to welcome His Highness Sheik Jabir 
Sabah to the United States. His Highness is 
visiting Washington for the first time. What 
normally would be a pleasurable occasion 
instead is a time for sobriety and sorrow. 
Our meeting has taken place with the back- 
drop of the tragedy that has been vested on 
Kuwait and its people by a ruthless and 
ambitious dictator. 

Iraqi aggression has ransacked and pil- 
laged a once peaceful and secure country, 
its population assaulted, incarcerated, in- 
timidated, and even murdered. Iraq’s lead- 
ers are trying to wipe an internationally 
recognized sovereign state, a member of 
the Arab League and the United Nations, 
off the face of the map. 

To them and to the world, I will state 
what I told His Highness, the Amir. Iraq 
will fail. Kuwait—free Kuwait—will endure. 
And I have reaffirmed to the Amir that 
America’s resolve to end this aggression 
against Kuwait remains firm and undimin- 
ished. Kuwait’s sovereignty and territorial 
integrity will be restored, the stability and 
security of the Persian Gulf region is as- 
sured, and the safety of all innocent citizens 
is secured. And this is consistent with our 
longstanding interests endorsed by all my 
predecessors since Harry Truman. And this 
is consistent with the will of the world com- 
munity, endorsed by the United Nations in 
eight Security Council resolutions. And just 
yesterday, the standing ovation that greeted 
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the Amir’s moving address to the U.N. Gen- 
eral Assembly was one more powerful ex- 
pression of international support for a free 
Kuwait. 

His Highness and I reaffirmed our sup- 
port for the U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tions as the means to bring about a peaceful 
end to the crisis. But ultimately, that is up 
to Saddam Hussein [President of Iraq]. I 
reiterated our strong belief that we just 
continue to stand on the principles by 
which the United States and the rest of the 
civilized world are governed. And that 
means that no nation should be allowed to 
conduct its relations with another on the 
basis of threats or the use of brute force. 
And finally, His Highness and I agreed that 
we must keep all our options open to 
ensure that Iraq’s unlawful occupation of 
Kuwait is ended and Kuwait’s legitimate 
government restored. We also discussed the 
key role that His Highness, his government, 
and the Kuwaiti people are playing and will 
continue to play in the international effort 
to achieve these efforts. 

I want to thank the Amir for his generous 
support for those who are being asked to 
make sacrifices. And I also want to single 
out the valiant efforts of the Kuwaiti resist- 
ance who are continuing to fight vigorously 
for their country. Despite incalculable risks, 
many are willing to pay the highest price to 
rid their country of foreign occupation and 
to protect innocent citizens, including 
Americans, from harm. And many have al- 
ready paid the ultimate price. 

His Highness and I will continue to stay 
in close touch and to work together to find 
a solution to this tragedy. As I stated in my 
address to the Nation earlier this month, we 
will stand by our friends. 

And to my guests, let me, sir, say one 
more thing, sir. I look forward to the day 
that I can visit you and the Kuwaiti people 
in your rightful home Kuwait. 

Thank you for coming. 

The Amir. Mr. President, I am pleased to 
have visited the capital of your great nation. 
And I wish I could have had the pleasure of 
receiving you in Kuwait City, the capital of 
my country, were it not for the Iraqi ag- 
gression which has denied us that opportu- 
nity temporarily, God willing. Nevertheless, 
the people of Kuwait, as well as myself, look 
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forward to receiving you, Mr. President, in 
liberated, independent Kuwait. 

I take pleasure in expressing to you once 
again, Mr. President, and to your great 
people the deep feelings of friendship and 
appreciation Kuwait feels for you. Our 
stand together in the face of treachery and 
aggression is proof that relations between 
our two countries are based on the solid 
foundation of common values and principles 
that, in turn, provides guidance for the 
fruitful cooperation that evolved and devel- 
oped in various fields between the United 
States and Kuwait. 

Your principled, courageous, and decisive 
position in face of the Iraqi aggression on 
Kuwait is a true expression of the unabated 
faith and commitment of the American 
people to the humanitarian morals on 
which and for which the United States of 
America was founded. The unity of the 
international community in support of our 
position against aggression and occupation, 
the two most flagrant violations of human 
rights, conclusively indicates the determina- 
tion of all nations and peoples of the world 
to put a definitive end to armed aggression 
as any country’s foreign policy tool. This 
unity takes on added relevance given the 
world’s entrance to an era dominated by an 
atmosphere of peace, rapprochement, coop- 
eration, and optimism. 

We look with admiration to the role you, 
Mr. President, and your nation have played 
in inaugurating and enhancing the founda- 
tion of this era. Mr. President, your just 
position by the side of Kuwait in this ordeal 
represents a categorical rejection of aggres- 
sion in all its forms and manifestations, 
whatever its source or pretext. The unity 
and support shown by the friendly Ameri- 
can people towards the position and meas- 
ures taken by you, Mr. President, against 
Iraq’s aggression, whose first and foremost 
victims are the human rights of the Kuwaiti 
people, are perfectly compatible with the 
unflinching faith in the standards of justice 
and fairness for which the American people 
stand. This is the faith that brings together 
the nations and peoples of the civilized 
world. 

I am fully satisfied by the identical views 
we hold on issues covered in our talks this 
morning with you. Truly, this mutual agree- 


ment reflects the advanced stage in rela- 
tions our two friendly countries and peoples 
have reached. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:45 p.m. at 
the South Portico of the White House. The 
Amir spoke in Arabic, and his remarks were 
translated by an interpreter. Prior to their 
remarks, the two leaders met privately in 
the Oval Office and with U.S. and Kuwaiti 
officials in the Cabinet Room, and then at- 
tended a luncheon in the Old Family Din- 
ning Room. A tape was not available for 
verification of the content of these remarks. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the Cancellation of the State Visit of 
President Wojciech Jaruzelski of 
Poland 


September 28, 1990 


President Wojciech Jaruzelski of Poland 
has written President Bush to decline his 
invitation to pay a state visit to the United 
States this fall. President Jaruzelski ex- 
plained that because of the forthcoming 
Presidential elections in Poland and his de- 
cision to step down before the expiration of 
his term he did not feel it appropriate to 
proceed as planned with his visit to the 
United States. 

President Bush accepts President Jaru- 
zelski’s decision with full understanding. It 
is in keeping with President Jaruzelski’s 
contribution to the process of democratic 
change in Poland since the historic Round- 
table Agreement of April 1989. President 
Jaruzelski deserves great credit for the role 
he has played, together with the govern- 
ment of Prime Minister Mazowiecki, in 
working toward Poland’s economic recov- 
ery and democratic consolidation. 

President Bush regrets that President Jar- 
uzelski will not be able to accept this long- 
standing invitation for a state visit but looks 
forward to receiving President Jaruzelski at 
the White House in a private capacity at 
some time in the future. 
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Proclamation 6188—National Job Skills 
Week, 1990 


September 28, 1990 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Throughout most of the past decade, the 
United States has enjoyed remarkable, unin- 
terrupted economic growth. This Nation’s 
prosperity and its continued leadership in 
global economic affairs are, in large part, a 
tribute not only to the ingenuity and drive 
of American workers but also to the tradi- 
tional strength of our academic institutions 
and the fundamental validity of free market 
principles. 

As we approach the 21st century, howev- 
er, the United States faces significant new 
challenges. Remaining a leader in the in- 
creasingly competitive global marketplace 
will require greater knowledge and im- 
proved skills among members of our labor 
force—knowledge and skills that will enable 
them to keep pace with continued advances 
in science and technology. A projected 
slowdown in work force growth and other 
demographic changes, such as the changing 
age profile of our work force and the many 
types of new work force entrants, also call 
for higher quality education in America and 
more effective job training. 

A major Federal program to assist work- 
ers in acquiring the education and occupa- 
tional skills they need is conducted under 
the Job Training Partnership Act (JTPA). 
Through the JTPA, private organizations 
and businesses work in concert with gov- 
ernment agencies to provide training and 
employment opportunities for older, disad- 
vantaged, and dislocated workers, as well as 
for those who previously have not been 
able to compete in the labor market be- 
cause of lack of education or skills. By pro- 
moting higher levels of literacy, education, 
and skill among members of the Nation’s 
work force, the JTPA is not only contribut- 
ing to the personal fulfillment and success 
of individual participants, but also helping 
to keep our country strong and prosperous 
in a rapidly changing world. 

To focus national attention on current 
and evolving work force needs, the Con- 
gress, by Senate Joint Resolution 333, has 
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designated the week of September 30 
through October 6, 1990, as “National Job 
Skills Week” and has authorized and re- 
quested the President to issue a proclama- 
tion in observance of this week. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the week of September 30 
through October 6, 1990, as National Job 
Skills Week. I call upon all Americans to 
observe this week with appropriate ceremo- 
nies and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-eighth day of Septem- 
ber, in the year of our Lord nineteen hun- 
dred and ninety, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two 
hundred and fifteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:03 a.m., October 1, 1990) 


Proclamation 6189—Minority 
Enterprise Development Week, 1990 


September 28, 1990 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


As we move toward the 21st century, the 
United States is challenged by the need to 
build a strong foundation for continued eco- 
nomic growth and prosperity. If we are to 
remain a leader in the global marketplace, 
we must increase our competitiveness 
through the production and delivery of 
high quality goods and services, and we 
must fully utilize the talents and ideas of all 
our workers. To do so, we must ensure that 
all Americans not only have the opportunity 
to participate in our free enterprise system, 
but also have the knowledge and skills 
needed to master ever more sophisticated 
technology in the workplace. 

Achieving our goals for the 2lst century 
will require an education system that is 
second to none, and it will require market- 
oriented government policies that sustain a 
climate conducive to business success. It 
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will also require the best efforts of the pri- 
vate sector. 

Minority business men and women have 
always demonstrated the kind of commit- 
ment to excellence that is vital to keeping 
America strong and competitive. Industri- 
ous and determined, these individuals have 
taken advantage of the opportunities avail- 
able in our free enterprise system, helping 
to create jobs and contributing to the devel- 
opment of their communities. Time and 
again minority entrepreneurs have demon- 
strated the power of. individual initiative 
and private enterprise, reaffirming our con- 
viction that freedom and opportunity are 
the key to success for individuals and na- 
tions. 

During “Minority Enterprise Develop- 
ment Week,” we recognize the outstanding 
achievements of the Nation’s minority busi- 
ness men and women. The theme of this 
year’s observance, “Quality Business Part- 
ners: America’s Minority Entrepreneurs,” 
calls due attention to the contributions that 
minority men and women make to our eco- 
nomic vitality. This week, as we salute the 
more than 1.5 million minority entrepre- 
neurs in the United States, let us also renew 
our commitment to providing the educa- 
tion, training, and equality of opportunity 
that will enable more Americans to join 
them as valued partners in the economic 
life of our country. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, by 
virtue of the authority vested in me by the 
Constitution and laws of the United States, 
do hereby proclaim the week of September 
30 through October 6, 1990, as Minority 
Enterprise Development Week. I call upon 
the people of the United States to observe 
this week with appropriate programs, cere- 
monies, and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-eighth day of Septem- 
ber, in the year of our Lord nineteen hun- 
dred and ninety, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two 
hundred and fifteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:04 a.m., October 1, 1990] 


Proclamation 6190—Child Health Day, 
1990 


September 28, 1990 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


On Child Health Day, we express our re- 
solve, as individuals, families, and as a 
Nation, to ensure that every American child 
receives the best possible start in life—be- 
ginning with quality health care throughout 
pregnancy for expectant mothers and ex- 
tending through each child’s formative 
years. On this occasion and, indeed, 
throughout the year, thousands of health 
care providers, government officials, and 
other concerned Americans work together 
to achieve this goal, urging pregnant 
women to protect the lives of their unborn 
children through proper nutrition and pre- 
natal care; encouraging parents to have 
their children immunized; and promoting 
education in child nutrition, safety, develop- 
ment, and hygiene. 

The 1990 World Summit for Children 
dramatically illustrates that the concern for 
child health extends worldwide. This year, 
our observance of Child Health Day—an 
annual event in the United States since 
1928—underscores our national commit- 
ment to build a better future for America’s 
children. 

Since the inception of Child Health Day 
in the first half of this century, we have not 
only worked to bring basic health care serv- 
ices to greater numbers of poor and under- 
served children but also focused increased 
attention on the prevention of childhood 
diseases and accidents. In recent years, we 
have also established more specialized serv- 
ices for children with particular health care 
needs, such as birth defects and chronic ill- 
nesses. 

As we celebrate the advances we have 
made in promoting child health in the 
United States, we also do well to reflect on 
the work that remains to be done. During 
this observance of Child Health Day, we 
devote special attention to the unique prob- 
lems and needs of adolescents. 

Adolescence is an important, and some- 
times difficult, time of transition. In addi- 
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tion to experiencing many physical and 
emotional changes, teenagers must cope 
with new peer pressures, increasing respon- 
sibilities, and the desire for greater inde- 
pendence. Most young Americans weather 
successfully the ups and downs of adoles- 
cence. Tragically, however, the future of far 
too many of our teens is being threatened 
by experimentation with drugs and alcohol, 
promiscuity, violence, and crime. 

As individuals, families, and as a Nation, 
we must continue working to overcome the 
factors that can lead to physical and emo- 
tional health problems among adolescents— 
factors such as illiteracy, poverty, neglect, 
moral confusion, and the breakdown of 
family life. We can help America’s teens to 
lead safer, healthier lives by teaching 
them—through word, deed, and example— 
the importance of sound nutrition and regu- 
lar exercise and the dangers of such activi- 
ties as smoking and drinking. We can also 
reduce the incidence of teen pregnancy— 
and the spread of sexually transmitted dis- 
eases—by helping our children to develop 
strong values, greater self-esteem, and the 
skills needed to overcome negative peer 
pressure. As a Nation, we must also redis- 
cover the values of faithfulness, commit- 
ment, and self-sacrifice as they apply to 
marriage and family life. 

While the government must not, and, 
indeed, cannot, assume the primary respon- 
sibility of parents in caring for their chil- 
dren, it can join health care providers and 
other private organizations in helping to 
promote the well-being of our Nation’s 
teens. This year, as we observe Child 
Health Day, let us redouble our efforts to 
build a constructive partnership among par- 
ents, health care professionals, members of 
the clergy, educators, and public officials at 
all levels of government. What we do to 
promote the health and well-being of young 
Americans is an investment in their future 
and in the future of our entire country. 

The Congress, by Joint Resolution ap- 
proved May 18, 1928, as amended (36 
U.S.C. 143), has called for the designation of 
the first Monday in October as “Child 
Health Day” and has authorized and re- 
quested the President to issue annually a 
proclamation in observance of this occasion. 


Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim Monday, October 1, 1990, 
as Child Health Day. I urge all Americans 
to join me in renewing our commitment to 
protecting the lives and health of all our 
Nation’s children as we focus special atten- 
tion on the needs of adolescents. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-eighth day of Septem- 
ber, in the year of our Lord nineteen hun- 
dred and ninety, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two 
hundred and fifteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:05 a.m., October 1, 1990] 


Proclamation 6191—General Pulaski 
Memorial Day, 1990 


September 28, 1990 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Long before he gave his life for the sake 
of America’s Independence, General Casi- 
mir Pulaski had demonstrated the depth of 
his devotion to the cause of liberty and 
human dignity. As a young count and patri- 
ot in Poland, the beloved land of his birth, 
Pulaski fought against tyranny and foreign 
domination with unrelenting courage and 
determination. Finally, when forced into 
exile, he chose to join our ancestors in their 
struggle for freedom and independence. 
Pulaski volunteered for the Continental 
Army, where he eventually became leader 
of his own cavalry unit. 

On October 9, 1779, while leading a 
charge during the siege of Savannah, Gen- 
eral Pulaski was mortally wounded. Two 
days later, this loyal friend of the American 
Revolution and tireless champion of free- 
dom went to his eternal rest. 

General Pulaski did not live to enjoy the 
triumph of the American Revolutionary 





War, but today we know that his sacrific- 
es—and the sacrifices of all those who la- 
bored to support our fledgling Nation in its 
struggle for liberty—were not made in vain. 
Today, more than 200 years after his death, 
the United States continues to be blessed 
with freedom, peace, and prosperity. Gen- 
eral Pulaski’s fellow Poles have thrown off 
the oppressive weight of communist rule 
and have begun to enter the community of 
free nations. 

Like many of his contemporaries, Casimir 
Pulaski knew that the hopes of freedom- 
loving peoples around the world were in- 
vested in our Nation’s great experiment in 
self-government. In joining the American 
War for Independence, he affirmed a belief 
we cherish to this day: because liberty is the 
God-given right of all men, the cause of 
freedom is universal. When the rights to 
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness 
are secured anywhere, they are strength- 
ened and reaffirmed everywhere. 

This October 11, as we recall the death of 
General Casimir Pulaski, one of the great 
heroes of the Revolutionary War and first of 
many individuals of Polish descent to earn a 
place of honor in American history, let us 
also renew our commitment to the ideals 
for which he gave his life. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, by 
virtue of the authority vested in me by the 
Constitution and laws of the United States, 
do hereby proclaim Thursday, October 11, 
1990, as General Pulaski Memorial Day and 
direct the appropriate government officials 
to display the flag of the United States on 
all government buildings on that day. In 
addition, I encourage the people of the 
United States to commemorate this occasion 
as appropriate throughout the land. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-eighth day of Septem- 
ber, in the year of our Lord nineteen hun- 
dred and ninety, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two 
hundred and fifteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:06 a.m., October 1, 1990] 
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Points of Light Recognition Program 





The President named the following individ- 
uals and institutions as exemplars of his 
commitment to making community service 
central to the life and work of every Ameri- 
can. 





September 22 

Ruby Honeycutt, of Greenville, NC 
September 24 

Harb-Adult, Inc., of Lancaster, PA 
September 25 

WRBH Radio, of New Orleans, LA 
September 26 

Bachman Memorial Home, of Cleveland, OH 
September 27 


Tripartite Tutorial and Mentoring Programs, of 
New London, CT 


September 28 


Court Designated Child Advocates, of San Jose, 
CA 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 





September 23 
In the afternoon, the President returned 
from a weekend stay at Camp David, MD. 


September 24 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President; Brent Scowcroft, Assistant to 
the President for National Security Af- 
fairs; and members of the CIA briefing 
staff; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President; 

—Secretary 
Cheney. 


of Defense Richard B. 
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The President transmitted to the Con- 
gress the Saint Lawrence Seaway Develop- 
ment Corporation’s annual report for 1989. 

The President selected the following indi- 
viduals to be delegates to the World 
Summit for Children, which will be held at 
the United Nations in New York City on 
Sunday, September 30: 

James Baker, Secretary of State. 
Lauro Cavazos, Secretary of Education. 
Louis Sullivan, Secretary of Health and Human 

Services. 

Antonia Novello, Surgeon General of the United 

States. 

Clara McBride Hale, “Mother” Clara Hale found- 
ed Hale House in Harlem for infants with 


chemical dependence or infants infected with 
AIDS. 


September 25 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President; Brent Scowcroft, Assistant to 
the President for National Security Af- 
fairs; and members of the CIA briefing 
staff; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President; 

—Stan Musial, former professional base- 
ball player; 

—Prime Minister Anibal Cavaco Silva of 
Portugal; 

—members of the Boys and Girls Clubs of 
America; 

—Robert S. Turner, commander of the 
American Legion. 

In the evening, the President and Mrs. 

Bush attended the President’s Club Dinner 
at the Omni Shoreham Hotel. 


September 26 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President; Brent Scowcroft, Assistant to 
the President for National Security Af- 
fairs; and members of the CIA briefing 
staff; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President; 

—the Republican congressional leader- 
ship, to discuss the Federal budget ne- 
gotiations. 
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September 27 

The President selected Secretary of Vet- 
erans Affairs Edward J. Derwinski to be his 
representative at the ceremonies com- 
memorating the 30th anniversary of Cyprus 
independence, September 30-October 3. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals to be 
members of the Board for International 
Food and Agricultural Development for the 
terms indicated: 


John V. Byrne, of Oregon, for a term expiring 
February 28, 1993. He would succeed Jean 
Ruley Kearns. Currently Dr. Byrne serves as 
president of Oregon State University. 

John A. Dibiaggio, of Michigan, for a term expir- 
ing July 28, 1993. He would succeed Hugh O. 
La Bounty. Currently Dr. Dibiaggio serves as 
president of Michigan State University in East 
Lansing. 

Wendell G. Rayburn, of Missouri, for a term ex- 
piring July 28, 1993. This is a reappointment. 
Currently Mr. Rayburn serves as president of 
Lincoln University in Jefferson City, MO. 


The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals to be 
members of the President’s Commission on 
Executive Exchange for terms of 2 years: 


R. Quintus Anderson, of New York. This is a new 
position. Currently, Mr. Anderson serves as 
chairman of the Aarque Companies in James- 
town, NY. 

Ann Ascher, of California. She would succeed 
James A. Baker III. Currently, Ms. Ascher 
serves as president of Ann Ascher, Inc., in Los 
Angeles, CA. 

Mae Sue Talley, of Arizona. This is a new posi- 
tion. Most recently, Mrs. Talley served as the 
private sector coordinator for Latin America 
and the Caribbean for the Agency for Interna- 
tional Development at the Department of 
State in Washington, DC. 


September 28 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 








Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





The following list does not include promo- 
tions of members of the Uniformed Services, 
nominations to the Service Academies, or 
nominations of Foreign Service officers. 





Submitted September 24 


Robert A. Flaten, 

of Minnesota, a career member of the 
Senior Foreign Service, Class of Minister- 
Counselor, to be Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to the Republic of Rwanda. 


Submitted September 25 


Marvin Collins, 

of Texas, to be United States Attorney for 
the Northern District of Texas for the term 
of 4 years (reappointment). 


Elsie V. Vartanian, 

of New Hampshire, to be Director of the 
Women’s Bureau, Department of Labor, 
vice Jill Houghton Emery, resigned. 


Withdrawn September 25 


Karen L. Gillmor, 

of Ohio, to be Director of the Women’s 
Bureau, Department of Labor, vice Jill 
Houghton Emery, resigned, which was sent 
to the Senate on March 20, 1990. 
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Released September 24 


Fact sheet: 
Executive order on educational excellence 
for Hispanic Americans 


Transcript: 

Press briefing on President Bush’s meeting 
with President F.W. de Klerk of South 
Africa—by Herman J. Cohen, Assistant Sec- 
retary of State for African Affairs 


Released September 25 


Transcript: 
Press briefing on President Bush’s meeting 
with President Turgut Ozal of Turkey—by 
James Dobbins, Principal Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of State for European and Cana- 
dian Affairs 


Announcement: 
Nomination of Marvin Collins to be U.S. At- 
torney for the Northern District of Texas 


Released September 27 


Advance text: 
Remarks at a fundraising dinner for senato- 
rial candidate Bill Schuette in Detroit, MI 


Released September 28 


Transcript: 

Press briefing on the President’s meeting 
with Amir Jabir al-Ahmad al-Jabir Al Sabah 
of Kuwait and on the President’s trip to the 
United Nations—by Brent Scowcroft, Assist- 
ant to the President for National Security 
Affairs 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





Approved September 25 


H.R. 94 / Public Law 101-391 
Hotel and Motel Fire Safety Act of 1990 
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Approved September 25—Continued 


H.R. 7 / Public Law 101-392 

Carl D. Perkins Vocational and Applied 
Technology Education Act Amendments of 
1990 


SJ. Res. 313 / Public Law 101-393 
Designating October 3, 1990, as “National 
Teacher Appreciation Day” 


SJ. Res. 331 / Public Law 101-394 

To designate the week of September 23 
through 29, 1990, as “Religious Freedom 
Week” 


SJ. Res. 333 / Public Law 101-395 

To designate the week of September 30, 
1990, through October 6, 1990, as “National 
Job Skills Week” 


Approved September 28 


H.R. 3265 / Public Law 101-396 
Federal Communications Commission Au- 
thorization Act of 1990 


Approved September 28—Continued 


H.R. 1101 / Public Law 101-397 

To extend the authorization of appropria- 
tions for the Water Resources Research Act 
of 1984 through the end of fiscal year 1994 


H.R. 2174 / Public Law 101-398 
Mississippi River Corridor Study Commis- 
sion Act of 1989 


H.R. 4501 / Public Law 101-399 

To provide for the acquisition of the Wil- 
liam Johnson House and its addition to the 
Natchez National Historical Park, and for 
other purposes 


S. 963 / Public Law 101-400 
Route 66 Study Act of 1990 


S. 2205 / Public Law 101-401 
Maine Wilderness Act of 1990 
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